Approved Minutes
CT Council on Developmental Disabilities
Legislative Program and Policy Committee Meeting
October 10, 2023, Thursday
3:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.
Via MS Teams

Present:  Charles Bergamo, Council Vice Chair; Emily Ball, April Burke, Andy Cirioli,  Committee Vice-Chair; Antonia Edwards, Shannon Jacovino, Kaithlynn Ramos, Graziela Reis, Kathie Strout, Jennifer Switalski, Fran Traceski, Committee Chair

Absent: None

Staff:  Walter Glomb, Council Director

Recorder of Minutes:  Donna Devin

1. Call to Order with Quorum:  The meeting was called to order at 3:02 p.m. There was no public present at the meeting, so the Committee moved on to the next agenda item.

2. Approval of Agenda:  Fran Traceski, Committee Chair, asked for a motion to approve the agenda. April Burke made a motion to approve the agenda. The motion was seconded by Shannon Jacovino. The agenda was approved.

3. Approval of Minutes From Tuesday, October 10, 2023:  Fran Traceski, Committee Chair, asked for a motion to approve the minutes. Andy Cirioli, Committee Vice-Chair, made a motion to approve the minutes. The motion was seconded by Antonia Edwards. The minutes were approved.

4. Discussion of Committee Assignments and Research:  Fran Traceski, Committee Chair, reviewed the Council’s Legislative objectives from the past year. The Council worked on increasing affordable housing for individuals with developmental disabilities.

Antonia Edwards said affordable housing should remain a top priority, especially since COVID created an even greater lack of housing inventory and deficit of affordable housing.

Walter Glomb, Council Executive Director, said eligibility specific housing has been a failure and the Council needs to continue to align itself with the broader campaign for affordable housing. He suggested looking at the housing bill that failed last year, understanding why it failed, where the opposition was, and to look at what the Council can do. The Council needs to be a member of a partnership, because there are already strong communities and other organizations hard at work with vast knowledge of this issue.

Fran Traceski, Committee Chair, mentioned the mental health aspect of affordable housing. Walt said Mental Health Connecticut, Keep the Promise Coalition (KTP), Connecticut National Alliance on Mental Illness (NAMI), Connecticut Legal Rights Project all have this objective on their agendas.

Walt also commented the Department of Developmental Disabilities is developing a model of housing apart from Community Companion Homes (CCH).

Walter Glomb, Council Executive Director, raised the workforce issue. He attended an event addressing it, with key Legislators, held at the State Capitol. There is a big staffing shortage impacting affordable housing.

Fran Traceski, Committee Chair, spoke about Accessible Healthcare. Walt said this is an area the Council is investing in right now. Ellen Andrews at the Connecticut Health Policy Project has been holding bi-monthly presentations on Zoom on the topic.

Shannon Jacovino commented once the Committee nails down their agenda and the Legislative session starts, they need to make getting information out about specific bills a priority, to encourage people to tell their stories and increase the ability for them to do so, because there isn't anything more impactful than that.

Shannon would also like an update on the workforce crisis so the Committee can develop a plan to address it.

Walter Glomb, Council Executive Director, said eligibility was a win in the last session and is in Section 4 of the new Public Act. He said the Council is engaged with the Office of Policy and Management (OPM) and they are taking the lead on the work to be done. They just hired a consultant.

Charles Bergamo; Council Vice Chair, is working with DS on the part of the new public act that would have people paying family caregivers with Medicaid money.

Walt mentioned to really make a difference, you need to make a very specific actionable request to the Legislature. It's one thing to make a broad statement of values or policy, but what action does the Council want them to take?

Fran Traceski, Committee Chair, brought up Supporting voting rights of individuals with developmental disabilities. Walt said Jim Welsh from Disability Rights Connecticut (DRCT), who recently retired from there, was concerned about a section of the statutes, which allows guardians to petition to have their wards voting rights cancelled. However, in Connecticut, even if you are adjudicated and you're in a guardianship, you as an individual, still have a right to vote. The guardianship does not cancel your voting rights unless a judge specifically says no, you can't vote.

Walter Glomb, Council Executive Director, said two weeks ago, he had a conversation with the Secretary of the state about voting rights. They are going to be conducting trainings for local registrars on accessibility. The issue is currently being addressed and the Council’s highest priority at this time.

Emily Ball pointed out she did a public service announcement video on voting place accessibility.

Walt commented about a section in the new Public Act that requires the Council and the Chief Workforce Officer of the State, to create a Human Services pipeline, to create more Direct Services Provider (DSPs) and other people who are needed. The Council was contacted by the Chief Workforce Officer and the Office of the Governor and we're ready to work.

Fran talked about improving communication on Special Education and Adult Services. Walt said almost half of the new Public Act addresses transition programs for people going from special education into the adult world, and one of those sections requires the Department of Education Bureau Special Education to develop better information packets for families and individuals. The Council is not called out in this section of the Public Act.

Walter Glomb, Council Executive Director, advised the Committee that while the Council works with the State Workforce Officer to implement the section in the new Public Act, they keep monitoring what’s going on and take a supportive role with other organizations who are going to be discussing it. Providers will be submitting proposals for new training and seeking additional funding.

5. Adjournment:  Fran Traceski; Committee Chair, made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Antonia seconded the motion. The meeting adjourned at 4:09 p.m.

