CT Council on Developmental Disabilities
Advocacy, Public Information & Education Committee Meeting
Thursday, March 6, 2025
9:00 a.m. – 10:03 am
MS Teams
Minutes

Present:  Graziela Reis, Committee Co-Chair; Emily Ball, Laurie Cantwell, Bryan Klimkiewicz, Sierra Scott, Kathie Strout, Council Vice Chair

Absent:   Karen Healy, Rachel Mirsky, Kaitlynn Ramos, Committee Co-Chair

Staff:  	Walter Glomb, Council Executive Director

Recorder of Minutes:  Donna Devin


1. Meeting Starts with Quorum:  Graziela Reis, Committee Co-Chair, called the meeting to order at 9:05 a.m. There was no public present at the meeting, so the Committee moved on to the next agenda item.

Graziela discussed the group’s campaign to get the word out about the Council on DD to the public. She volunteered to send instructions to council members on how to record a video of themselves. Videos will be posted to Facebook, Instagram, WhatsApp, and other social media sites.

Walter Glomb, Council Executive Director, suggested she include one or two questions, along with a sample of what members can put in their video. He’s going to be doing something similar with council grantees from the past three years.

Because of uncertainty with the federal funding of the Council on DD, Walt is going to ask all of the grantees to provide a statement of what they did together with the Council that was valuable to them. He hope to use some of their statements in social media as well.

Walt said the council’s grant with the National Leadership Consortium is holding another leadership team building training similar to the training they did with council members last summer. Twenty-four non-profit advocacy groups have been invited to the training.

Emily Ball commented there’s nothing similar to the council for people and youth with disabilities to turn to who can advocate for their rights.

Walter Glomb, Executive Director, agreed and is working with key people in the state and government to address the issue.

Bryan Klimkiewicz extended the assistance of the State Bureau of Special Education. He said they have the State Advisory Council for special education that they support and oversee. Although there isn’t any funding tied to the groups, it’s another way to ensure challenges and unmet needs are identified.

Walter Glomb, Executive Director, said he’d like to put together a patchwork of support to cover different areas and that special education is a big concern of the Council on DD. He’d like the assistance of the State Advisory Council to spread the word about who the Council on DD is and what they do.

Bryan Klimkiewicz offered to set a conversation up. He commented the State Advisory Council has a greater presence of Legislators on the Council now. He said it would be really helpful for the Council on DD to give a presentation of their recent work to the State Advisory Council to help generate an awareness of their importance. Walt was very enthusiastic about the prospect of education the SAC.

Graziela Reis, Committee Co-Chair, added videos could be done by some of the leaders and parent leaders who are voices in the community.

Walter Glomb, Executive Director, said depending on the number of videos received, the group will have to decide on how many videos will be posted. Will it be one per day, every other day, or every 3 days.

Meeting Ends:  Graziela Reis, Committee Co-Chair ended the meeting at 9:58 a.m.
