Approved Minutes
CT Council on Developmental Disabilities
2027 – 2031 Five-Year Plan Committee Meeting
February 5, 2026, Thursday
3:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.
On Teams

Present: Fran Traceski, Council Chair; Kathie Strout, Committee Chair; Michelle Baughman, Kaitlynn Ramos, Graziela Reis, Phillip Shenkman, 

Absent: Laurie Cantwell, Emily Cowen, Council Vice Chair and Committee Vice-Chair; Lena Esposito, Shannon Jacovino, Bryan Klimkiewicz, Carolyn St. Jean Helen Taylor,

Staff: Walter Glomb, Executive Director

Recorder of Minutes: Donna Devin, Program Assistant


1. Call to Order: The meeting was called to order at 3:05 pm with no quorum.

2. Report By Executive Director: Walter Glomb, Executive Director, presented the new list of unmet needs that the committee expanded on during their last meeting. He revised the framework he suggested based on the previous week’s meeting. The framework consists of 3 main goals with 3 objectives within each goal. The objectives need to be broad and written creatively enough to take into account everything the council wants to accomplish in its new five-year plan, yet still specific enough to be measurable.

Goal number one will be Ability to Access and Use Specialized Services. This will encompass eligibility and any other issues that prevent people with developmental disabilities from getting specialized services that the state offers for their disabilities. These include the services from DDS, BRS, DMHAS, the Autism Waiver, etc.

There are other obstacles to eligibility the council might choose to address including racial, ethnic, and economic barriers.

Goal number two will be Self-Advocacy. It has always been a council goal and is required by the DD Act.

Goal number three will be Ability to Access and Use Generic Services that are Offered in Communities. It would mirror goal #1, but focus on generic services. Walt said Fran Traceski brought up a good point at the last meeting about the council building connections to community. Walt suggested it be called Culture Change. He said within that the group can include the issue of accessing generic services. This is the same healthcare everybody else uses, the same healthcare, same transportation infrastructure, same housing stock, etc., but with trying to weave in more of a focus on changing the culture and changing peoples’ attitudes, and making community connections.

Walt suggested the Five-Year Plan Committee members form three ad hoc subcommittees and meet informally on Teams, Zoom, in-person or by email in groups of three. Each group would take one of the three goals and come back to the full committee with suggestions on what objectives could be within the goal that was discussed and addresses the list of issues raised by the committee.

Fran Traceski, Council Chair, showed how he tried to fit all of the topics into each goal. He had 4 objectives for two of the goals.

Kathie Strout, Committee Chair, said she will take on goal #1, Ability to Access and Use Specialized Services. Phillip Shenkman will work with Kathie.

Michelle Baughman volunteered to work on goal #3, Ability to Access and Use Generic Services that are Offered in Communities & Culture Change.

Fran Traceski, Council Chair, agreed to tackle goal #2, Self-Advocacy. Kaitlynn Ramos and Graziela Reis would like to work with Fran.

Donna Devin will coordinate members’ schedules and set up the meetings for the ad hoc committees.

Walter Glomb, Executive Director, broke the task down for the committee. Within each goal, they need to take a look at which of all of the topics raised they want to address within the goal. Then, start thinking about how the group might mesh them together or identify themes within the objectives. Shannon Jacovino and Graziela Reis have both submitted fully worded objectives.

Walt needs each group to report back to the full committee and create a statement in sentence form for each objective, for what it will be, what issue it addresses; what its outcome will be, and what will be measured.

Kathie Strout, Committee Chair, asked that statements submitted to Walt be sent to her too. Fran Traceski, Council Chair, wondered if the committee should agree in advance on where Walt’s list of objectives might fit. Walt said they could appear in multiple places depending on how they are addressed.

For example, for transportation, there may be specialized solutions such as DDS should provide waiver funding for transportation (which they do). The question is how is it provided and do people know about it. But then on the generic side, one of the things in the Governor’s budget is the continuing funding for the micro-transit pilot program. Walt believes micro-transit could be the future for on-demand transportation for people with disabilities.

The idea is for the public transportation infrastructure that currently consists of buses, trains and the paratransit program, that the fleet of vehicles provided for public transportation be expanded to include smaller vans, cars, etc. This would enable people with disabilities to schedule a ride through public transportation the same way a person could arrange for an Uber or a taxi.

Kathie Strout, Committee Chair, spoke to her senior center director about transportation. Presently, a big transportation conference is occurring in Groton. The director sent Kathie a survey on unmet transportation needs. He wants to disseminate it to everyone. Kathie sent it to Walt to review.

Getting back to the discussion, Walt finished with if transportation is a problem for people with developmental disabilities, DDS has special transportation available. If a person is served by a provider, the provider may give the person transportation. Or if the person takes paratransit, DDS will pay for the paratransit fee. If a person uses Freedom Ride, DDS will cover the fees. It’s a benefit specifically for people with disabilities. A person would have to be eligible, and they would get the funding or the services depending on their provider. Then, there is micro-transit which is a DOT program for everybody. This is an example of an issue that could be addressed by two different goals.

3. Adjournment: Kathie Strout, Committee Chair, adjourned the meeting at 3:39 pm.
