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MINUTES
CT Council on Developmental Disabilities
ANNUAL COUNCIL MEETING 
Tuesday, September 10, 2024, 10:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.
(Hybrid - Online via Microsoft Teams & at the East Hartford, CT DDS)

 
The 251st meeting of the CT Council on Developmental Disabilities was held on Tuesday, September 10, 2024, from 10:00 a.m. to 1:58 p.m. on Teams and at the East Hartford DDS Branch.

Presiding:  Andy Cirioli, Chair

Members Present:  Emily Ball, Michelle Baughman, Andrew Black, Laurie Cantwell, Emily Cowen, Lena Esposito, Karen Healy, Shannon Jacovino, Bryan Klimkiewicz, Elena Poma, Kaitlynn Ramos, Graziela do Carmo Reis, Kathie Strout, Vice Chair, Fran Traceski, Julie Vigil

Members Absent:   Lynn Frith, Rene Lambert, Ashley McClain, Rachel Mirsky, Matthew Walker 

Staff:  Walter Glomb, Executive Director

Recorder of Minutes:  Donna Devin, Program Assistant

Members of the Public:  Janet Barbieri, Brenda Berry, Darlene Borré, Maggie Bowlby,    Carmina Cirioli, Molly Cole, Win Evarts, Jordan Fairchild, Pam Fields, Mary Lou Freitas,    Heather Ferguson-Hull, Dr. Roger Jou, Lynda Kazairwe, Allison Knowles, Margo (PCA),     Quiana Mayo, Maureen McIntyre, Marni McNiff, Amy Mindell, Alyssa Norwood, Jessica Piccolo, Amy Stevenson, Zachary Washbond, Mark Zito.

1. Call to Order:  With a quorum present, Andy Cirioli, Chair, called the meeting to order at 10:00 a.m.

1. Welcome by Chair:  Andy Cirioli, Chair, welcomed Council members and grantees to the meeting. Walter Glomb, Executive Director introduced the Council’s Grantees. Presentations were given by Council Grantees on the projects they’ve been working on over the past fiscal year:  (listed by order of presentations)

· Yale Program for Recovery & Community Health (PRCH)
[bookmark: _Hlk177564937]Graziela do Carmo Reis, Project Coordinator, Department of Psychiatry, Yale School of Medicine 
Update on training materials to be used by current and emerging disability leaders and people in the community; and conducting community conversations about access to services and support for developmental disabilities by people of color.
· PATH/Family Voices of Connecticut
[bookmark: _Hlk177564841]Marni McNiff, Parent to Parent Coordinator and Parent Support Advocate; and Lynda Kazairwe, Genetic Navigator
Update on the Parent to Parent Program and the Supported Decision Making trainings.

· The Arc Connecticut Proud Parents
Mary Lou Freitas, Advisor; Quiana Mayo, Co-Chair of Proud Parents; and Jessica Piccolo, Parent Support and Parent Recruiter
Update on Proud Parents Advocacy Group.
· Cultural Autism Studies at Yale (CASY)
Dr. Roger Jou, Instructor of Clinical Child Psychiatry and Project Coordinator, Yale Child Study Center
Update on the Autism Ethnography Project.
· [bookmark: _Hlk177564537]Association for Autism and Neurodiversity (AANE) Aspergers Autism Network
Janet Barbeiri, Deput Director; Maggie Bowlby, Assistant Director, Individual & Family Services Department; and Allison Knowles
Update on grant to provide information and resource consultations and parent coaching to adults and family members with autism in Connecticut.
· Rocky Hill Public Schools
Amy Stevenson, Assistant Superintendent for Personnel and Student Services
Update on the Dream Café and Catering Program.
· Futures, Inc.
Darlene Borre, Attorney and Vocational Innovator
Update on the success of their micro-businesses and what has been learned from the creation of the program.

· Bridging Aging and Disability Network Community of Practice,
Maureen McIntyre, Chief Executive Officer, North Central Area Agency on Aging (NCAAA)
Summary of their presentation at the US Aging Conference held in July in Tampa, FL, and an update on the meetings, goals and objectives of the Community of Practice.

· Connecticut Age Well Collaborative
Alyssa Norwood, Director
Update on their statewide plan to disrupt ageism and ableism through various methods of communication that includes an exhibit, social media, a website, and e-mail marketing.

· Connecticut Health Care Project
Walter Glomb, Executive Director, Connecticut Council on Developmental Disabilities
Update on the creation of the Connecticut Health Access Alliance, website, and the speaker series on health access and accommodations for individuals with developmental disabilities. 
· MidState Arc
[bookmark: _Hlk177565240]Pamela Fields, Chief Executive Officer; and Amy Rubin Mindell, Director, Community Outreach & Assistive Technology
Review of their outstanding ATECH Conference 2024, Tech Tools For Life: Assistive Technology At Its Best, held in May in New Haven, CT.
· CT Association for Human Services / Keep the Promise Coalition
Jordan Fairchild, Coordinator & Community Organizer
Update on trainings for self-advocacy; leadership; and grassroots organizing for people with disabilities.


(At 12:19 p.m., the official business portion of the Annual Meeting commenced.)

1. Approval of Agenda:  With no comment from members of the public, Andy Cirioli, Chair, asked for a motion to approve the agenda. Shannon Jacovino motioned to approve the agenda. Andrew Black seconded the motion. The agenda was approved.

2. Approval of July 9, 2024 Minutes:  Fran Traceski motioned to approve the minutes. The motion was seconded by Shannon Jacovino. The minutes were approved. Andy Cirioli, Chair, abstained due to his absence from the July meeting.

3. Comments by the Chair:  Andy Cirioli, Chair, thanked the grantees for their excellent presentations. He reviewed all the wonderful contributions the Council made during the year in the area of developmental disabilities, and touched on events the Council held and/or participated in for public, community, and legislative outreach.

4. Approval of the Revised Bylaws for the Council on Developmental Disabilities:  
Andy Cirioli, Chair, asked for a motion to approve the changes to the Bylaws for the Council on Developmental Disabilities. Michelle Baughman made a motion to approve the new bylaws for the Council. The motion was seconded by Shannon Jacovino. The motion passed. A discussion was opened on the revision of the bylaws.

The discussion ended, and Andy Cirioli, Chair, asked for a vote to approve the changes to the Bylaws for the Council on Developmental Disabilities. The vote to approve changes to the Bylaws passed unanimously.

5. Nominations and Election of Council Chair and Vice Chair for 2024:  
Andy Cirioli, Chair, asked the Council for nominations for the positions of Council Chair and Vice Chair. Michelle Baughman nominated Fran Traceski for Council Chair. Emily Ball nominated Kathie Strout for Council Vice Chair.

Michelle Baughman made a motion to elect Fran Traceski for Council Chair. Julie Vigil seconded the motion. The motion passed. Fran Traceski was elected by the Council to be its Chair.

Emily Ball made a motion to elect Kathie Strout for Council Vice Chair. The motion was seconded by Laurie Cantwell. The motion passed. Kathie Strout was elected by the Council to be its Vice Chair.

6. Report from the Executive Director:  Walter Glomb, Council Executive Director, summarized the Council’s activities, including his very successful presentation at the US Aging Conference in July. He also provided an update on the progress of the Council’s grantees and their projects and programs.
[bookmark: _Hlk87252559]
7. Review and Approval of Budget for FY 2025:  Walter Glomb, Council Executive Director, entertained a motion to adopt the budget for FY 2025. Shannon Jacovino motioned to adopt the budget. The motion was seconded by Michelle Baughman. A discussion on the budget was opened. When the discussion ended, Walt asked for a vote by the Council to adopt the proposed budget FY 2025. The FY 2025 budget was approved.

8. Review and Adoption of Calendar for 2025:  Walter Glomb, Council Executive Director, entertained a motion to the calendar for FY 2025 Council Meetings. Newly elected Council Chair, Fran Traceski, motioned to approve the FY 2025 Calendar of Council Meetings. The motion was seconded by Michelle Baughman. A discussion on the Calendar was opened. When the discussion ended, Walt asked for a vote by the Council to adopt the Calendar. The FY 2025 Council Meetings Calendar was approved.

9. Report From the Council’s Committees:  Michelle Baughman, Co-Chair of the Proposal Review and Evaluation Committee gave an update on the grants received by the Committee. She asked for a motion to approve the following block of grants that have the recommendation of the Proposal Review Committee:

Association for Autism and Neurodiversity (AANE):  $23,000 in grant funding to be used for programming for individuals with Autism.

Center for Children’s Advocacy (CCA):  $37,000 in grant funding to be used for the needs of children and youth.

CT Family Support Network (CTFSN):  $16,000 in grant funding to be used for the Empowering Caregiver’s curriculum.

For All Ages:  $33,000 in grant funding to be used for social inclusion policies and practices.
					
Lumibility:  $16,000 in grant funding to be used for an Assistive Technology Community Education Project.
					
National Leadership Consortium (NLC):  $20,000 in grant funding to be used for training for grantees.			

Parents Available to Help, Inc. (PATH CT):  $30,000 in grant funding to be used for the Trusted Messenger Dissemination Program.				

People First:  $26,000 in grant funding to be used for education about assistive tech.

Proud Parents:  $27,000 in grant funding to be used for direct support of self-advocacy.
					
United Cerebral Palsy (UCP):  $25,000 in grant funding to be used for Assistive Technology in underserved communities.
						
Wrinkle Innovation (CICOA Aging & In-Home Solutions):  $750 in grant funding to be used for a seminar about Social Enterprise.
				
Yale Community Autism Socials (CASY):  $22,000 in grant funding to be used for the Autism Ethnography Project.	

Shannon Jacovino motioned to adopt the slate of grant proposals recommended for Council funding by the Proposal Review Committee. The motion was seconded by Emily Ball. A discussion on the funding of the grants was opened. The discussion closed and Michelle Baughman, Co-Chair of the Proposal Review and Evaluation Committee, asked for a vote by the Council to adopt the grant proposals recommended by the Proposal Review Committee. The slate of grants was approved for funding.

The Membership Committee would like to amend the Council’s Membership Application Form to better reflect wording in the DD Act.

Fran Traceski, Chair of the Governance Committee, gave the Council an update on the Committee. He said a new Executive Committee will be convened in the coming weeks.

Fran Traceski, Chair of the Legislation, Policy, and Planning Committee, said he’s expecting a very busy Legislative session in January. He and Walter Glomb, Council Executive Director, met with State Representative Jillian Gilchrest recently and discussed 5 sections of Public Act 23-137:  An Act Concerning Resources and Support Services for Persons with an Intellectual or Developmental Disability that call on the Council.

Walter Glomb, Council Executive Director, commented that the Membership Committee will be reforming in the next month to talk about filling 2 open seats on the Council for an individual who is a self-advocate; and for an individual who works for a non-profit agency that provides services for people with developmental disabilities. They will fill the spots left vacant by Bobby Berriault and Mike Finley.

10. National Leadership Consortium Training:  Walter Glomb, Council Executive Director, was very pleased with the leadership training provided to the Council by the National Leadership Consortium. He thanked all the Council Members who participated in the training sessions. All the data, shared agreements, and knowledge gained from the sessions will be a big help in moving the Council forward. He wants to have some discussion with members about what they learned during the trainings and the benefits of the information. Members are encouraged to email their opinions and thoughts on the training sessions to him.

11. Adjourn:  Andy Cirioli, Chair, asked for a motion for adjournment. Michelle Baughman motioned to adjourn. Laurie Cantwell seconded the motion. The meeting was adjourned at 1:58 p.m.
