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CONNECTICUT COUNCIL ON DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES
Regular Council Meeting Minutes
Tuesday, March 12, 2024, 10:07 a.m. – 12:40 p.m.
(Hybrid - Online via Microsoft Teams & at the East Hartford, CT DDS)

 
The 248th meeting of the Connecticut Council on Developmental Disabilities was held on Tuesday, March 12, 2024, from 10:07 a.m. to 12:35 p.m. on Teams and at the East Hartford DDS Branch. 

Presiding:  Doris Maldonado Mendez, Chair

Recorder of Minutes:  Microsoft Teams

[bookmark: _Hlk114146011]Members Present:  Emily Ball, Michelle Baughman, Charles Bergamo, Vice Chair; Robert Berriault, Andrew Black, Laurie Cantwell, Emily Cowen, Lena Esposito, Michael Finley, Lynn Frith, Karen Healy, Shannon Jacovino, Bryan Klimkiewicz, Rene Lambert, Ashley McClain, Elena Poma, Kaitlynn Ramos, Graziela do Carmo Reis, Sierra Scott, Kathie Strout, Fran Traceski, Matthew Walker
 
Members Absent:   Andy Cirioli, Rachel Mirsky (Gina Teixeira is covering her), Amy Soto, 

Members of the Public:  Kevin Daly, Heather Ferguson-Hull, Adrianna Ramirez, Arienne Orozco, Gina Teixeira (sitting in for Rachel Mirsky), Secretary of State Stephanie Thomas, Julie Vail

Staff:  Walter Glomb, Executive Director

1. Call to Order:  With a quorum present, Doris Maldonado Mendez, Chair, called the meeting to order at 10:07 a.m.

2. Public Comment:  There was no public comment.

3. Approval of Agenda:  Doris Maldonado Mendez, Chair, asked for a motion to amend the agenda and add comments from the Connecticut Secretary of State, Stephanie Thompson to the agenda. Fran Traceski motioned to approve the amendment to the agenda. Charles Bergamo, Vice Chair; seconded the motion. The motion passed.

Doris Maldonado Mendez, Chair, asked for a motion to amend the agenda a second time and add comments from Charles Bergamo, Vice Chair, on approval of a waiver amendment to the agenda. Shannon Jacovino motioned to approve adding the waiver item to the agenda. Fran Traceski seconded the motion. The motion passed.

Doris Maldonado Mendez, Chair, asked for a motion to approve the updated agenda. Shannon Jacovino motioned to approve the updated agenda.  Emily Ball seconded the motion. The agenda was approved.
 
4. Approval of Minutes from January 9, 2024, Annual Council Meeting: Doris Maldonado Mendez, Chair, asked for a motion to approve the meeting minutes from Tuesday, January 9, 2024. Charles Bergamo, Vice Chair motioned to approve the minutes. The motion was seconded by Shannon Jacovino. The minutes were approved. Gina Teixeira, sitting in for Rachel Mirsky abstained.

5. Comments by the Chair:  Doris Maldonado Mendez, Chair, greeted everyone. She is looking forward to working with the new Council Members, Robert Berriault, Lena Esposito, Ashley McClain, Elena Poma, Sierra Scott, and Matthew Walker.

Doris stressed the importance of easy to understand information to make informed decisions. She has made it her focus that the Council leads with inclusion and access to information in grant projects so the Council complies with the 1964 Civil Rights Act Title Six language access and Federal Coordination and Compliance Executive Order 13166, Improving Access to Services for Persons with Limited English Proficiency, with work on a 2010 Plain Language Executive Order. All groups using federal funds have to provide language access to their communities.

She is proud the Council’s Five-Year State Plan addresses outreach, training, and policy advocacy. It funds projects and programs for outreach, training, and policy advocacy to encourage diversity, inclusion and empower families, legislators, and community leaders to be disability advocates.

6. Report from the Council Executive Director:  Walter Glomb, Council Executive Director, sent his report out well before the council meeting. He is setting aside time ahead of every Council meeting for any Council member who would like him to go over his report with them.

Emily Ball thinks it’s really great that Stephanie Thomas, the Connecticut Secretary of State wants to support people with disabilities, because when she was younger not many government officials cared about people with disabilities.

Fran Traceski asked about Walt’s meeting with Kevin Graff from Graff Public Solutions LLC, and Innovate & Organize. The public relations team is continuing the work begun by Ellen Andrews of the Connecticut Health Policy Project. They are developing a brand and a campaign to promote the website. The website will be in plain language and multiple languages for Title Six compliance. There may be a virtual conference in June for its launch. The Council’s website and social media page will provide links to it and it will be sent out to all Council members, grantees and partner organizations.

The Bridging Aging and Disability Network meetings are going extremely well. They continue to meet twice a month. The Council is getting a lot of very positive feedback from both state and federal administrations.

Walt said when the Legislature passed House Bill #5001, they authorized the Office of Workforce Strategy to develop a plan for a Human Service Work-force pipeline that would produce more workers. The bill also added more money to the budget of the Department of Developmental Services (DDS), to hire more people with better wages, mostly at the private providers, to provide services.

Walt was asked by DDS and the Bureau of Rehabilitation Services (BRS), to help the Office of Policy and Management (OPM) and OWS to work together. OPM has the staff and the charter to work on the employment of people with disabilities, while OWS is working on the Human Service Work-force pipeline. He has asked the leaders of the IDD Caucus to reach out to the Governor’s Office about the issue, and is meeting with DDS and BRS to come up with strategies on how to move the project forward. He suggested the Bridging Aging and Disabilities Community of Practice, Council partners at Mental Health Connecticut (MHConn), the Keep the Promise Coalition (KTP), CT KASA, etc., contact Legislators after the Legislative session ends.

Site Visits with Council Grantees will be scheduled in May. Plans are being made for Council Orientation and Team Building sessions for the Council.

7. Report by the Executive Director on the Fiscal Year Council Budget:  There is severe water damage at the Council Offices and staff will be working remotely until renovations are completed. The budget is on track and staff continue to look for opportunities to save money and cut back on costs whenever possible.

8. Council Committee Reports:  The Executive Committee met in February. They approved six new members for the Council.

Charles Bergamo, Council Vice Chair, and Proposal Review Committee Chair, talked about passed House Bill No. 5001. The State Legislature directed the Department of Developmental Disabilities (DDS), to amend their Medicaid waivers so legal guardians and/or financially responsible individuals, who are caregivers of children under the age of 18, could get paid. Currently, under the prior Medicaid waiver they could not be. The Center for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) approved the amendment, and it will go into effect on Wednesday, May 1. This means legal guardians and caregivers for those under the age of 18 may be able to be paid. Chuck will keep the Council updated.

He also stated House Bill No. 5001 for fiscal year 2024, is trying to amend the Community First Choice waiver to provide similar opportunities for caregivers. Chuck put together a “Sense of the Council memo”, where the Council would support legislation to amend the CFC waiver so as was done with the DDS waivers. He suggested amending all the waivers to reflect the same policy. The Council will support Community First Choice, and they will encourage the Legislature to direct DSS to amend the Autism waiver to provide the same benefits for children or adults with Autism, whether legal guardian or parent to be paid.

Fran Traceski asked what does it mean and what happens when the Council does a “Sense of the Council memo”? Is it sent to someone via email or legislators or other Council contacts?

Walt Glomb, Council Executive Director, said he has done it through email and social media. It used to be called a position paper and was posted on the Council’s website. He recommends the Council host them on their website and put links to the papers on it. The Council has a fairly large social media footprint, including a Facebook page. He would also sends emails to the Council’s partners and Legislative leadership. Walt also uses the Family Empowerment Taskforce Facebook page he created in 2008. It has a very strong following and follows other very large groups. The link for the Council’s website and its Facebook page are on the Taskforce’s page. Anything produced by Kevin Graff and Innovate & Organize is also going to have Council acknowledgement and links to the Council in it.

Shannon Jacovino said if the Council is going to recommend amending the autism waiver, why don’t they recognize all the state waivers, because there are people with developmental disabilities being supported through all those waivers.

Walt Glomb, Council Executive Director, said there are ten 1915c waivers in Connecticut. If the Council puts something out there, it should recommend the same policy for all of the 1915c Home Community Based Services waivers. 

Doris Maldonado Mendez, Chair, would like a message sent to the grantees to please share this information on their websites, Facebook pages, and materials.

Doris Maldonado Mendez, Chair, asked for a motion to approve Chuck Bergamo’s Sense of the Council statement, amended to include all of the 1915c waivers. Michelle Baughman motioned to approve the amended Sense of the Council statement or position paper on waivers. Fran Traceski seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously.

Kaitlynn Ramos, Interim Membership Committee Chair, said the Committee filled the 6 open spots on the Council after much discussion.

Graziela do Carmo Reis Kaitlynn Ramos, Advocacy, Public Information, and Education Committee (APIE) Chair, said the Committee has been meeting and discussing ways of highlighting the outstanding work of the Council. Communication will be changed. The Committee will now be working to educate the community using materials developed by the Council’s grantees. An action plan is being developed for the work needed, the kind of information they are looking for, what Council Members can contribute, and how to proceed. A template is being created for the Council’s Annual Report, which will be available in multiple languages.

Fran Traceski, Legislative Policy and Planning Committee (LPP) Chair, said on Monday, February 26, there was an opportunity for the public to testify on the Governor’s budget proposal before the Appropriations Committee. A number of Council Members provided in-person testimony to Legislators.

Thursday, February 29, was a very successful and productive day. The Council’s Legislative Breakfast was held at the State Legislative Office Building in Hartford, followed by the CT Arc’s Family Hearing Day with the IDD Caucus. Comments were made at the Breakfast by Senator Lisa Seminara, Representative Jay Case, Rep. Holly Cheeseman, Rep. Mike Demicco, Rep. Tom Delnicki, and Rep. Brian Lanoue. It was very well attended by the public and people wanting to testify. Nearly two and a half hours of back to back very emotional and hard hitting testimony was given. The group hopes more Legislators will be able to attend the hearing day next year.

The Connecticut Secretary of State, Stephanie Thomas; and Arienne Orozco, Executive Assistant to the Secretary, joined the meeting. Madam Secretary had reached out to Doris Maldonado Mendez, Council Chair, about national work with language access. The Secretary of State will be presenting tomorrow at the Old State House during Civic Learning Week. She is a strong proponent of youth voice and advocacy. Her office has spent a lot of time reaching out to every community and group they can think of for the purpose of making sure they are doing everything they can to ensure the public is aware of their rights and accommodations that are available at the polls and are able to express their right to vote with privacy. They have spent a lot of time working on civic education and engagement for everyone including youth. Madam Secretary reminded everyone that early voting begins in Connecticut on Tuesday, March 26. She found people living with disabilities and seniors benefit from a long early voting period.

Her office places a lot of easy to understand materials on their civics website about early voting, accessibility, how college students can vote, etc.:
https://portal.ct.gov/sots/education/civics-101/civics-101-your-civic-engagement-toolkit

She discovered through visiting other Registrars, that in the five years the accessible voting machines have been available, they haven’t been used once. It tells her most voters don’t know they exist. Having a small staff of only 4 Election Officers to oversee 500 Registrars and Town Clerks, she asked the Council to spread the word about the voting machines and share information with her about how to get the information out to the public. The IVS Ballot Marking machine is available to use at every polling and early voting location. Among the people it could assist are persons with impaired vision, limited fine motor skills, cognitive disabilities, problems with language and literacy, etc.

The Secretary of State has an open door policy and is trying to learn and do things that were not part of the scope of the office in the past. Equity and inclusion are very important to them. They receive no funding for public outreach or public education.

Doris Maldonado Mendez, Council Chair, thanked Stephanie Thomas, the Connecticut Secretary of State, for her time and for participating in the Council’s meeting. Fran Traceski continued his report on the Governance Committee. Interviews are continuing regarding ongoing Council operation issues. Their goal is to draft recommended changes to Council Bylaws and address current Council issues.

9. Adjournment:  Doris Maldonado Mendez, Council Chair, asked for a motion for adjournment. Michelle Baughman made a motion for adjournment. Kathie Strout seconded the motion. The meeting concluded at 12:35 p.m. The next Council meeting will be a hybrid meeting held on Tuesday, May 14, 2024.
