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CONNECTICUT COUNCIL ON DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES
Regular Council Meeting Minutes
Tuesday, July 11, 2023, 10:07 a.m. – 12:10 p.m.
(Online via Microsoft Teams)

 
The 244th meeting of the CT Council on Developmental Disabilities was held on Tuesday, July 11, 2023, from 10:07 a.m. to 12:10 p.m. on Microsoft Teams. 

Presiding:  Doris Maldonado Mendez, Chair

Recorder of Minutes:  Microsoft Teams

[bookmark: _Hlk114146011]Members Present:  Emily Ball, Michelle Baughman, Charles Bergamo, April Burke, Andy Cirioli, Kevin Daly, Antonia Edwards, Michael Finley, Lynn Frith, Karen Healy, James Hexter, Vice Chair; Shannon Jacovino, Bryan Klimkiewicz, Kaitlynn Ramos, Graziela do Carmo Reis, Jennifer Switalski, James Welsh
 
Members Absent:   Damaris Santos, Amy Soto, Louis St. Felix, Kathie Strout, Fran Traceski,

Members of the Public:  April Eagle, Melissa Kremmel, Patrick Olsen, Adrianna Ramirez, Tara Viens

Staff:  Walter Glomb, Executive Director

1. Call to Order:  With a quorum present, Doris Maldonado Mendez, Chair, called the meeting to order at 10:07 a.m.

2. Public Comment:  Adrianna Ramirez, Assistant Executive Director of the Connecticut Family Support Network introduced herself to the Council.

3. Approval of Agenda:  Doris Maldonado Mendez, Chair, asked for a motion to approve the agenda. Charles Bergamo motioned to approve the agenda. Karen Healy seconded the motion. The agenda was approved.
 
4. Approval of Minutes from May 9, 2023 Council Meeting:  Shannon Jacovino motioned to approve the minutes. The motion was seconded by Karen Healy. The minutes were approved.

5. Comments by the Chair:  Doris Maldonado Mendez, Chair, said with the ending of the Legislative session, the Council's Executive Committee had a very brief break from meeting every other week. Although, one of the Council’s Committees lost its Chair, she anticipates they will be returning to their regular meeting schedule in addition to individual Committee meetings and Council meetings.

“Our Chairs manage these time commitments for the greater good and I'm very appreciative of their dedication. I'm very thankful for Chuck Bergamo's ability to chair two Committees and look forward to his leadership in the Proposal Review Committee as he steps down from his role as Chair of the Membership Committee.”

Just around the corner for the Council will be reviewing the grant applications that are due by August 31, and the completion of current grantees’ projects in September. She said the Council will be welcoming a new round of grantees and projects in October. The Council leadership roles will be changing, and she looks forward to the elections for all Committees and all leadership, as well as the filling of open positions on the Council. Also, the Council will be fully committed, with a passing of House Bill No. 5001 – An Act Concerning Resources and Support Services For Persons With Intellectual Developmental Disability, and will need all members involved.

Since Connecticut has become a beacon for other states, Doris has been meeting with multiple state-wide and national leaders. Walter Glomb, Council Executive Director, and she are attending the National Association of Councils on Developmental Disabilities (NACDD) Annual Meeting and the meeting for the National Community of Practice in Florida in July. Connecticut was one of the five states chosen to pilot the initiative. It has become an example of what is right in the DD communities and aging disabilities cross-over collaborative.

The United Cerebral Palsy National Communications Coordinator hosted an amazing webinar and is hosting its second National Latinos with Disabilities Conference. Doris and Walt are collaborating on having some of the Council's Grantees participate on panels and in break-out sessions.
  
Doris has also continued working on collaborative state-wide and national promotion of DEIA (Diversity, Equity, Inclusion and Access), because as she says, access continues to be a defaulted issue and slips by the wayside.

She has reached out to several organizations, state-wide and national leaders to share her work with National Family Voices, the Association of American Pediatrics, National Childrens’ Hospital, National Association of Community Health Workers, and the Extension of Community Healthcare Outcomes (Project ECHO), at the Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality. Through her, the Council has been invited to work with the National Patient and Family Centered Practical Care Partners, recognizing the critical role community engagement must play in delivering health equity.

In the future, Doris will be educating the Council on the Katal Center for Equity Health and Justice, which has branches in Connecticut and New York. They work with all communities, police, institutions and movements, advancing equity for all. A meeting has been scheduled to discuss the legislation in H.B. 5001. Many local and national organizations are intrigued by Connecticut and the Council's precedent for setting updated and equitable examples.

6. DEIA (Diversity, Equity, Inclusion and Access) Moment:  Emily Ball, Youth Leader and Council Member spoke to the Council. She has been in the advocacy realm for quite awhile as a young adult with a disability and believes programs for youth are very important, as are all programs across all ages of the lifespan for any individual with or without a disability. However, as a Council Member and just as an individual, she thinks the Council really needs to focus more on the youth voice and the young adult perspective.
 
Emily helps to co-facilitate CT-KASA (Kids as Self Advocates). Presently, it's a very small group, but she hopes to expand its membership in the near future. She wants to see some upcoming grants be used to get the voices of young adults out to the public more through CT-KASA and the Connecticut Youth Advisory Board using the internet and advertising materials to create new connections. Her goal is to create more young adult leaders.

7. Report from the Council Executive Director on State Plan Activities for Fiscal Year:  Walter Glomb, Council Executive Director, said the Council overall is in a good place with their projects.

After a delay, the Arc of Eastern Connecticut is starting their training on internet safety. The Council will be following up with them to schedule a site visit and hear about their progress.

Walt said the Assistive Technology Conference held a few weeks ago at the Sheraton in Rocky Hill was fantastic. It was presented by the Department of Developmental Services (DDS), in collaboration with the Council on Developmental Disabilities and the Connecticut Tech Act Project (CTTAP) at the Department of Aging and Disability Services (ADS). The conference was standing room only! The group would like to make the conference an annual event and will be meeting to review how it went and what was learned from it.

Michelle Baughman, Council Member, found the conference overwhelming for people with Sensory Intergration issues, because vendors were all in one room and many conversations were occurring at once. For the next conference, she’d like there to be guidance on how to improve the conference atmosphere and be provided with a list of all vendors present at the conference.

Walt thinks a printed directory of vendors for the next conference is an excellent idea. The conference was originally planned for 250 people, but attendance topped out at over 310, so space was very limited. There are very few large centrally located and accessible event venues with convenient parking in Connecticut. When planning begins for a 2024 conference, he will ask the Council for their suggestions on planning the event. 

The Yale University Program for Recovery & Community Health (PRCH) is continuing to do great work and a site visit is upcoming.

The Yale University Child Study Center Autism Ethnography Project is proceeding and has been generating some impressive outcomes. Although there is no formal report from them yet. Walt met recently with the Project’s Coordinator, Dr. Roger Jou. A site visit is upcoming.

The other project of the Yale University Child Study Center that addresses underrepresented Chinese families is not going to work out. The individual who was to run the program is no longer engaged with the Yale Child Study Center. To compensate, Dr. Jou said they may be hosting the annual meeting of the Asperger/Autism Network (AANE), another Council grantee. The funding may be used instead to support some programming there related to underserved communities at the AANE event. Nothing has been decided at this time.

The workshop done by the Western Connecticut Association of Human Rights (WeCAHR) Grant went very well. Unfortunately, the organization has decided to cease operations following the decision by their board that they are unable to sustain themselves.

Keep the Promise (KTP) through the Connecticut Association for Human Services (CAHS) continues to hold their monthly meetings. They were very busy with the Legislative session, but now will be returning their focus to their trainings funded by their grant with the Council. Their site visit was held back in April.

Following Futures site visit, the Council learned they’re in the mode of not just supporting more individuals in microenterprises, but they’re also documenting the process in the hope of producing a handbook for people on how to do this, a model people can use to start their own little microenterprises. Walt would like to see a statewide showcase where the entrepreneurs can showcase their achievements to not only show the providers within the DD system, but to people in the entrepreneurs, economic system in the state, such as Connecticut Department of Economic and Community Development (DECD), CTNEXT (Connecticut’s Innovative Ecosystem), and similar organizations.

Connecticut Parents Available to Help (PATH) has continued to work on their initiative, although they’ve experienced staff turnover. Their site visit was held in June.

People First Connecticut is awaiting their grant funding check. They’ve submitted all the necessary documentation for payment. Meetings are planned to help the group find alternate sources of funding.

Work with the Connecticut Health Policy Project and the University of Connecticut University Center for Excellence in Developmental Disabilities (UCONN UCEDD) has been going extremely well and the research phase is finished. They will be starting a fall speakers series beginning on Wednesday, September 13. The series will highlight the lack of accommodations within the healthcare system for people with developmental disabilities. Panels of experts and self advocates will speak on the topic.

The Council is funding the Connecticut Age Well Collaborative, whose purpose is to encourage municipalities to develop livable communities where people with developmental disabilities can age in place. The initiative will be launched at the Annual Meeting of the Council Municipalities during the fall.

A site visit was done with Health Equity Solutions. They expect to begin their pilot training in the fall. The UCONN UCEDD and the Connecticut Health Policy Project are also a big part of the initiative as part of a larger effort on healthcare.

The resources developed by Supported Decision Making Coalition are now being included on the program for the State Aging Conference, which has been expanded to include developmental disabilities.

8. Report by the Executive Director on the Fiscal Year Council Budget:  There is severe water damage at the Council Offices and staff will be working remotely until renovations are completed. The Council’s Disability Policy Specialist is on medical leave, the budget is on track and staff continues to look for opportunities to save money and cut back on costs whenever possible.

9. Announcements:    National Family Voices has launched their first Spanish online magazine in which Doris Maldonado Mendez, Chair, is a featured leader. They provide opportunities, support and training for families of children with special health care needs. The organization is in the process of becoming international. Doris also works for Family Voices and is a Program Lead for a language access program and endeavor. Presently, they have a survey out and are looking for families and communities that have experienced a lack of language access in healthcare settings to participate in the survey. It's part of a 3 year project with Project ECHO and the Association of American Pediatrics, National Community Health Workers and other national organizations. They're working on products, documents and outreach to ensure families are educated and informed on making healthcare decisions.

Adjournment:  Doris Maldonado Mendez, Council Chair asked for a motion for adjournment. James Hexter, Council Vice Chair, made a motion for adjournment. Andy Cirioli seconded the motion. The meeting concluded at 12:10 p.m. The next Council meeting will be the Annual Meeting held on Tuesday, September 12, 2023, online via MS Teams.
