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CONNECTICUT COUNCIL ON DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES
Regular Council Meeting Minutes
Tuesday, March 10 2026, 10:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.
(Hybrid - Online via Microsoft Teams & at the East Hartford, CT DDS)

 
The 261st meeting of the Connecticut Council on Developmental Disabilities was held on Tuesday, March 10, 2026, from 10:02 a.m. to 11:25 a.m. on Teams and at the East Hartford DDS Branch. 

Presiding:  Fran Traceski, Chair

Recorder of Minutes:  Donna Devin, Program Assistant

Members Present:  Michelle Baughman, Andrew Black, Laurie Cantwell, Emily Cowen, Council Vice Chair; Lena Esposito, Lynn Frith, Karen Healy, Bryan Klimkiewicz, Kaitlynn Ramos, Sierra Scott, Phillip Shenkman, Carolyn St. Jean, Kathie Strout 

Members Absent:  Emily Ball, Christine Fallon, Shannon Jacovino, Rene Lambert, Ashley McClain, Rachel Mirsky, Graziela Reis, Helen Taylor

Members of the Public:  Adrianna Ramirez

Staff:  Walter Glomb, Executive Director

1. Call to Order:  Fran Traceski, Chair, began the meeting at 10:02 am with a quorum. No members of the public had comments.

2. Approval of Agenda:  Fran Traceski, Chair, asked for a motion to approve the agenda. Laurie Cantwell made a motion to approve the agenda. Andrew Black seconded the motion. The agenda was approved.

3. Approval of Meeting Minutes from January 13, 2026:   Fran Traceski, Chair, asked for a motion to approve the meeting minutes from January 13, 2026. Andrew Black made a motion to approve the agenda. Michelle Baughman seconded the motion. The motion passed. Karen Healy abstained.

4. Comments from the Chair:   Fran Traceski, Chair, commented that the council had a very successful legislative breakfast and thanked everyone for attending. He is one of ten people on the new Five-Year Plan Committee working on a draft of the council’s new five-year plan. They will introduce it to the council on Tuesday, April 14th at the in person Council on DD Annual Retreat at the Chrysalis Center in Hartford. He wants everyone to read the three goals and nine objectives of the plan, and really think about what they want the next five years to look like for the council. It’s their chance to have an impact on what the council does in the future. A final version of the draft plan will be presented to the public for comment on Tuesday, May 12th, at the Council on DD Public Forum and Business Meeting.

An Ad Hoc Committee is being set up to discuss the relationship of the Council on DD with the National Associations of Councils on Developmental Disabilities (NACDD). Emily Ball, Michelle Baughman, Lena Esposito, Kaitlynn Ramos, Phillip Shenkman, have all volunteered to serve on the committee.

The Connecticut Arc’s Family Day for testifying to the IDD Caucus is Tuesday, March 31st at 10:00 am at the State Capitol. People who testify will have three minutes before the caucus. They’ll have the opportunity to tell their stories to the caucus members or provide them with information they need to know.

5. Report from the Council Executive Director:   Walter Glomb, Executive Director, welcomed everyone. His report and PowerPoint presentation were on council activities and projects covered in the memo council members had received from him.

He highlighted the Bridging Aging and Disabilities Network Community of Practice (BADN CoP). They are continuing their Teams meetings held twice a month and have had three this year so far. This is the last year of five years of special funding from the National Councils on Developmental Disabilities (NACDD).

The council received an additional $20,000 in NACDD special grant funding to create a competitive grant process where a consultant will be hired to work with senior centers and service providers for people with developmental disabilities to explore how they can work more closely together. There are only five Centers for Independent Living (CIL’s)  in the state compared to over 150 service providers and even more senior centers. Maureen McIntyre who recently retired from the North Central Area Agency on Aging, has been hired as the consultant to pull the groups together.

With another $10,000 in special grant money from the NACDD through the Administration for Community Living (ACL), the council is funding a collaboration with the Connecticut Association of Area Agencies on Aging, a private non-profit organization, and the CIL’s to work together. The two organizations selected a consultant, Erika Robbins from Coryell-Robbins, LLC, to document protocols for collaboration, referrals, and a transfer of knowledge between agencies. The BADN CoP, already doing this, wants the process to be coordinated and regulated.

Erika will be talking to people in the group to identify “bright spots” where entities, agencies, and organizations are working together to benefit individuals with developmental disabilities as they age. It is hoped that by October, in addition to the BADN regular meetings, a set of protocols and documentation will be produced for work between the CIL’s and the Area Agencies on Aging, along with some protocols and documentation for collaboration between local senior centers and local DD service providers. At least two other areas will be similarly documented for a minimum of two other areas of collaboration in the state to be determined later.

The next topic was surveys by DataHaven. Getting data on people with developmental disabilities in Connecticut has always been a challenge. Most of the data the state uses comes from the American Community segment of the US Census. Although the data is useful, it lacks detail. A few years ago, the council talked to DataHaven, a survey group that used to focus mostly on racial and ethnic differences. During DataHaven’s last survey, they arranged to have questions answered on people with developmental disabilities. DataHaven just published a report based on the data and asked the Council to be one of the reviewers. Walt sent the report to council members. The link to it is also included in his report and will take the reader to the DataHaven webpage where they can download the survey report pdf for free. He is looking forward to building a relationship with them and teaming up in this area because more population data is needed in Connecticut. Although Connecticut provides services to a lot of people, we only know about people who have been awarded services and benefits. Data on people not receiving services and benefits is missing. There’s a disconnect between what national surveys reveal and the people the council serves in Connecticut. There’s a big difference in how many people with DD are served in Connecticut and how many people there are with developmental disabilities.

Walter Glomb, Executive Director, meets monthly with Jordan Scheff, the Commissioner of the Department of Developmental Services (DDS). The past month, Walt was invited to attend the quarterly meeting of the Commissioner’s Executive Management Team to refresh them on the council’s mission and goals. The team included the DDS Deputy Director, Elisa Velardo, DDS legal counsel, head of the business office, legislative liaison, and the regional directors. Walt gave them an overview of the council, and they discussed how DDS, the council’s designated state agency could contribute to the council’s new five-year plan, a requirement written in the DD Act. They talked about their relationship with the council regarding council business operations since the council rents their office space from them and uses their business services.

The governor’s budget proposed to end the Community First Choice Program (CFC). Walt testified to the Appropriations Committee, at the hearing for the Department of Social Services where the CFC budget resides and for the DDS. The plan is to move anyone currently in CFC to waiver programs. Unfortunately, not everyone fits into a waiver, and a lot of people will lose their services. The eligibility criteria for waivers are much more restrictive than CFC eligibility. Walt had a meeting with the Office of Policy and Management and is scheduled for another meeting with them to discuss the situation. If CFC is dissolved, he wants to know what the new plan is and to help people understand how they will be affected. Then, the council can monitor if the system takes care of people in the best way it can. As of July 1st, CFC will accept no new applicants. Kids transitioning from school who would have applied for CFC won’t have the option.

Michelle Baughman said the Autism Waiver is full and has a 10-year waiting list. She asked if they were going to open up the waivers. Walt said no, which is the problem. It’s why he testified to DDS. People are going to lose services. Those eligible for services will be moved to a waiting list for a waiver. The main benefit of CFC is funding for a personal care assistant. Sadly, hours of support will be lost until a person is able to get funding on another waiver. People who must have assistance and can’t receive it anywhere else will be forced into an intuitional setting under Medicaid. Walt is working closely with Attorney Sheldon Toubman at Disability Rights Connecticut (DRCT), who has been writing on the issue. The Connecticut ADAPT chapter covered it at their press conference a week ago. And at the council’s legislative breakfast, Representative Lucy Dathan brought it up and opposed the ending of the program.

After being postponed from February due to an overbooking of the space, there was a great turnout at the Council on DD Legislative Breakfast this year. It was held on Thursday, March 5th, in the second-floor atrium at the Legislative Office Building in Hartford. Attendees and speakers at the breakfast this year included Senator Paul Honig, Senator Julie Kushner, Senator Derek Slap, Representative Lucy Dathan, Representative Mike Demicco, Representative Jillian Gilchrest, and Representative Bill Hefferman. DDS Commissioner Jordan Scheff also spoke to the crowd.

On Saturday, March 14th, the council will host a table at the 2026 LEARN disABILITY Summit at Mohegan Sun. This will be their second time at the free event. Many of the council’s partners such as Disability Rights Connecticut (DRCT), the State Independent Living Council (CT-SILC), the Department of Developmental Services (DDS), etc. have tables at the summit. The council is a gold sponsor of the event. Many families of school age children, teachers, and transition age people attend the summit. The council will display information for this population on topics including the council’s mission, supported decision-making, an intro to adult services, and Community First Choice.

At the Council on DD Annual Retreat this year, Walt would like to divide the day up into three sections. It will begin with a presentation from a DataHaven data analyst on the survey report they completed. They will answer any questions people have. Next, are the comments from DDS representatives who are to be selected by Commissioner Scheff to work with the council on the council’s new five-year plan. They will be briefed on the plan and have the opportunity to give feedback. The rest of the day will focus on the full council discussing and revising the new plan’s draft goals and objectives. Whatever action items come out of the meeting will be added to the revised plan.

On Tuesday, May 12th, at the Council on DD Public Forum, the finalized draft of the new five-year plan will be turned over to the public for their required forty-days of comment. The public’s comments will be reviewed by the full council during their July meeting, where they will approve the final version of the plan. The approved plan will be submitted to the federal administration on August 15th.

Fran Traceski, Chair, said the ten very active members of the Five-Year Plan Committee have put a great deal of time and energy into working on the plan’s goals and objectives. Over the next three weeks they will finalize the draft to present at the retreat. The plan sets the direction for the council for the next five years. He encouraged council members to read the plan before their retreat and really think about what is included in the it, what may be missing from it, and what could be worded better. He’s looking forward to input and a very detailed discussion on it at the retreat.

Report From Council Committees:  Fran Traceski, Council Chair and Chair of the Legislative Committee, said a number of council members have testified on the potential elimination of the Community First Choice Program, increasing asset limits for Huskey C and bringing them in line with Huskey D, supported decision-making, and on cuts at the Department of Mental Health and Addiction Services (DMHAS), He reminded members that the council can advise and give a position on issues, but individual council members can testify and say whatever they think about issues, and it’s important for them to realize this.

The CFC public testimony at the Legislative Appropriations Committee stretched from 2:00 pm until 12:00 am. Fran wasn’t called for his testimony until 7:30 pm! About 60% of the testimony was on CFC and 240 people signed up to give testimonies. It caused the committee members to really sit up and take notice and start asking some hard questions. It’s important for the council to keep in touch with them, strengthen their relationship with them, and for individuals to stay in contact with their own legislators. People can make a difference when they testify. Fran’s daughter and son-in-law had a piece of their testimony included in a Connecticut Public Radio story recently.

Walter Glomb, Executive Director, highlighted two other bills. The supported decision-making bill is having a public hearing this afternoon with the state Legislature’s Human Services Committee. Another hearing happening today is for the bill that moves sections of the federal Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) into state statutes, part of Senator Matt Lesser’s ongoing effort to write more federal civil rights laws into state statutes. This will authorize state courts and the Commission on Human Rights and Opportunities (CHRO) to enforce disability rights. These measures are being taken because the administration cannot rely on the U.S. Department of Justice to enforce civil rights.

Another bill in front of the legislature today is to make some improvements in the expansion of long-term care services, an area of concern. Also, the Legislature’s Human Services Committee voted to raise the bill to take steps toward changing the eligibility criteria and moving away from using IQ as the criteria to set eligibility. It has not been drafted and given a bill number yet. Next week is the last week for public hearings and if a bill isn’t raised and given a hearing by then, the bill is finished for year. If the eligibility bill is given a public hearing, it would be on Tuesday, March 17th.

Two positions are currently open on the council. One is for a self-advocate and the other is for a parent or family member. Members were asked to please send their suggestions to Donna or Walt.

6. Adjournment:   Fran Traceski, Chair, asked for a motion for adjournment. Michelle Baughman made a motion for adjournment. Lena Esposito seconded the motion. The meeting concluded at 11:25 p.m.
