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CONNECTICUT COUNCIL ON DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES
Regular Council Meeting Minutes
Tuesday, January 13, 2026, 10:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.
(Hybrid - Online via Microsoft Teams & at the East Hartford, CT DDS)

 
The 259th meeting of the Connecticut Council on Developmental Disabilities was held on Tuesday, January 13, 2026, from 10:05 a.m. to 12:52 p.m. on Teams and at the East Hartford DDS Branch. 

Presiding:   Fran Traceski, Chair

Recorder of Minutes:   Donna Devin, Program Assistant

Members Present:   Emily Ball, Michelle Baughman, Andrew Black, Laurie Cantwell, Emily Cowen, Council Vice Chair; Christine Fallon, Lynn Frith, Shannon Jacovino, Bryan Klimkiewicz, Kaitlynn Ramos, Graziela Reis, Phillip Shenkman, Carolyn St. Jean Kathie Strout, Helen Taylor

Members Absent:   Andy Cirioli, Lena Esposito, Karen Healy, Rene Lambert, Ashley McClain, Rachel Mirsky, Sierra Scott,

Members of the Public:   Mimi Corcoran, Adrianna Ramirez, Andrea Sample

Staff:   Walter Glomb, Executive Director

1. Welcome:    Walter Glomb, Executive Director, greeted council members at 10:05 a.m. The scheduled presenter for the training hour was unable to attend, so Walt gave two PowerPoint presentations, and led a discussion on the importance of legislative advocacy training. Among organizations in the state that offer legislative advocacy training or include it in their advocacy trainings are the Keep the Promise Coalition (KTP), the National Association of Mental Illness (NAMI), the YWCA, Advocacy Unlimited, the Nonprofit Alliance, the League of Women Voters, and the Legislative Commission on Women, Children, Seniors, Equity, and Opportunity (CWSEO). Also, the Connecticut Secretary of State runs a civics program.

2. Call to Order:   Fran Traceski, Chair, began the meeting at 11:03 am with a quorum. No members of the public had comments.

3. Approval of Agenda:   Fran Traceski, Chair, asked for a motion to approve the agenda. Shannon Jacovino made a motion to approve the agenda. Kathie Strout seconded the motion. The agenda was approved.

4. Approval of Meeting Minutes from November 18, 2025:   Fran Traceski, Chair, asked for a motion to approve the meeting minutes from November 18, 2025. Michelle Baughman made a motion to approve the agenda. Shannon Jacovino seconded the motion. The motion passed.

5. Comments from the Chair:   Fran Traceski, Chair, said the short session of the state legislature begins on Wednesday, February 4, and runs through Wednesday May 6. The council will know what bills are coming up in a few weeks. There’s some good news in that about a third of the council’s annual budget has been funded. He encouraged members to join the New Five-Year Plan Committee to offer input for new goals and objectives in the plan.

Elena Poma, a parent and a member of the council, resigned due to a heavy workload. The council is now accepting applications to fill her seat. Currently, there are openings for an individual with developmental disabilities and for a parent or family member.

6. Report from the Council Executive Director:   Walter Glomb, Executive Director, gave his director’s report accompanied by a PowerPoint presentation on activities and projects since the council’s last meeting in November of 2025. First, he introduced three new council members and extended a warm welcome to them. New members are Phillip Shenkman, Carolyn St. Jean, and Helen Taylor. They have already been actively attending council meetings and committee meetings. There will be a future orientation open to all members.

The council annual report was submitted by Walter Glomb, Executive Director, at the end of the year as required by the federal government. A copy was shared with the council.

The council needs to submit a new five-year plan this year. The Council 2027-2031 Five-Year Plan is due on August 15, and will be released to the public on Tuesday, May 12, at the council public forum, for 45 days of comment. The Five-Year Plan Committee has already started meeting to work on plan goals and objectives that address unmet needs in areas of emphasis from the DD Act, based on a comprehensive review and analysis. They discussed the issues of the population with intellectual and developmental disabilities, the number of people affected by it, and changing eligibility criteria. These are topics the council is required to report on to the federal government.

Members who serve on the council were selected because they have some special skill, lived experience, or for their professional role. Although the council isn’t a service provider and can’t fill in the gaps in services, every member needs to think about what the important unmet needs are in the state for advocacy and system change activities that require their attention. All members should feel free to submit their suggestion to Walter Glomb, Executive Director, and/or attend a Five-Year Plan Committee meeting on Thursdays at 3:00 pm.

The purpose of the council’s retreat this year will be to finalize the goals and objectives of the plan. The retreat will be held on Tuesday, April 14, at the Chrysalis Center in Hartford.

Walt had a meeting with what used to be the Administration for Community Living (ACL) at the federal Department of Health and Human Services. He said there are only minor changes in reporting on the structure of the council five-year plan. Unfortunately, since the diversity, equity and inclusion directives from the federal government have changed, the council will not longer report on gender identity, a previous requirement.
The location of the payment management system for funding has moved to a new office in DC, and the council has had some problems accessing it. The council has enough funding to wait until the situation is resolved. Due to the federal government operating under continuing resolution that expires at the end of the month, it’s still unknown how much funding they will receive for 2026.

Fran Traceski, Chair, asked if this affects how the new five-year plan is structured and how council members speak about the council’s mission. Walt clarified the council exists to implement the DD Act and it’s a state and federal law. The council is charged with addressing unmet needs for services, supports and assistance with a special emphasis on unserved and underserved groups of individuals with developmental disabilities in their families. The language in the DD Act hasn’t changed. Other organizations and groups in the disability arena have all taken the same position and nobody has changed their mission. The law can’t be changed and by the law the council can’t be defunded without a federal congressional act

The council approved a budget last September for $0 of funding in 2026. The budget only included the amount being rolled over from 2025. Since then, the council has found out it will probably receive the same amount of funding as last year. It has received one third of its funding to date. Based on this information, the council voted at their November meeting to only fund three grants.

The Bridging Aging and Disabilities Network Community of Practice held Teams meetings in November and December, and will resume meeting next week. It is their fifth year of their five-year grant for meeting two Tuesdays per month throughout most of the year. The group is nationally recognized now. Because the council wants to lock down what has been learned in the meetings and put in place some operating procedures for them, they have been awarded $20,000 for a special grant to the Connecticut Association of Area Agencies on Aging (AgingCT). They will collaborate with the Centers for Independent Living to formalize their interactions. A consultant has been hired to work with the executive directors at the ten agencies to create written protocols and procedures for the lessons learned from the community of practice meetings, and to put them in place within their organizations.

The council pays annual dues to the National Councils on Developmental Disabilities (NACDD), a private nonprofit in Washington, DC. Their Executive Director is Jill Jacobs, former Administrator for the Administration on Disabilities, and former executive at the Administration for Community Living (ACL). The NACDD has their own program and policy agenda, and they are the voice in DC for the national DD councils. The council receives funding from them. Since the cost of annual dues is being increased and there are questions about their alignment with how Connecticut operates, Walter Glomb, Executive Director, would like the council chair to form an ad hoc committee to discuss the situation.

Vote to Approve Creation of New Ad Hoc Committee: Walter Glomb, Executive Director, asked the Council to approve the creation of a new ad hoc committee on Connecticut’s relationship with the National Councils on Developmental Disabilities (NACDD). Fran Traceski, Chair, moved to approve the creation of a new ad hoc committee on Connecticut’s relationship with the National Councils on Developmental Disabilities (NACDD). Carolyn St. Jean seconded the motion. A discussion was opened on the issue.

Fran would like three or four members to participate in the ad hoc committee, and a chair will be chosen from the group. Donna Devin will send out an email to members and set up the meeting. All Council members gave their approval of the motion and it passed.

The council has been working on the eligibility issue for three years, and are now working with the Connecticut Legislative Commission on Women, Children, Seniors, Equity and Opportunity (CWSEO). Thomas Nuccio from the Commission, worked on the recently passed Yellow Envelope Program, and has drafted a bill that was submitted to the Human Services Committee for this session. It would allow the state to fund the council to design a pilot program to review current standard assessments. There are people with disabilities in Connecticut who have an IQ over 69, do not have autism, and don’t have a physical disability. They aren’t eligible for services. If the bill passes, the council could enlist the help of a consultant who is very familiar with the system.

The Legislature passed the bill for the creation of the Yellow Envelope Program and its use within the Department of Motor Vehicles (DMV). The council was given the chance to help with the printing of the envelopes, decals, and wristbands, and the distribution of the envelopes, since the legislation didn’t cover the cost. The official rollout of the program will be on Wednesday, January 14, at the Legislative Office Building in Hartford. Council member Ashley McClain, who designed the program, and Walter Glomb, Council Executive Director, will speak at the event. Walt would like Ashley to talk to the council at a future meeting to tell them about the program and other projects she is working on.

Walt has been working with People First of Connecticut on their reorganization efforts and learning to operate as a leadership team. Their annual conference last fall was postponed due to the resignation of their advisor. The group is planning a new conference, choosing a new date, and searching for a venue. Their next statewide meeting is on Thursday, January 22, on Zoom where they will present a video they produced about a horrible character on YouTube media that they are rallying against.

Questions about disabilities are now included in the Community Well-Being Survey run by DataHaven. They are the most respected survey organization in Connecticut when it involves gathering data on issues involving disability, race, ethnicity, equity, and health equity. They approached the council two years ago to ask questions about disability and the council and the UCONN UCEDD made some recommendations. DataHaven conducted a survey with a few questions on disabilities. The council was asked to review the draft report, and the data will be published soon. In the future, the council may decide to sponsor a demographic survey of Connecticut on disabilities. Besides, the state data, Connecticut doesn’t have a lot of good data on the experience of people with disabilities in the community.

Public Act No. 25-173 requires the state Public Utility Regulatory Authority (PURA) to review the law for protection during a shutoff of utilities. People who depend on life sustaining electrical equipment in their homes would be affected. There is a law in place presently that prevents their power from being turned off, even if they owe money on their utility bills. A hearing on the bill is planned for next week. Walter Glomb, Executive Director, along with people from the State Independent Living Council, Disability Rights Connecticut, and the Center for Children’s Advocacy are also attending the hearing.

The council is a sponsor of the 2026 Candidates’ Forum. It will be held on Wednesday, October 7, at the Bristol Event Center. Walt is on the planning committee for the forum. The council can make suggestions on what questions they would like asked at the forum. National and state legislators or representatives for them will answer questions and speak on how they view policy and issues for people with disabilities. Council members are encouraged to send their questions to Walt and he will forward them to the  planning committee.

The DD Council, Disability Rights Connecticut, the State Independent Living Council, and the University of Connecticut University Center for Excellence in Developmental Disabilities, are all part of the Connecticut DD Network. Walter Glomb, Executive Director of the Connecticut Council on Developmental Disabilities; Tobey Partch-Davies, Executive Director of Disability Rights Connecticut; Molly Cole, Executive Director of the State Independent Living Council; and Dr. Mary Beth Bruder, Executive Director of the University of Connecticut University Center for Excellence in Developmental Disabilities, have been meeting regularly, collaborating and sharing ideas. All four organizations make up the Connecticut DD Network and receive federal funding. Three of the groups are funded by the DD Act. They stand together on the eligibility and utilities issues and are working as a team on the fall Candidates’ Forum.

Vote to Approve Council Spending Plan: Walter Glomb, Executive Director, asked the Council to approve the revised budget as presented under the Council Spending Plan in his PowerPoint presentation and in the email sent to members to review on Friday. Shannon Jacovino, moved to approve the proposed spending plan, to spend as shown on the list as presented in the Executive Director’s PowerPoint presentation and in the email sent to members. Carolyn St. Jean seconded the motion. A discussion was opened on the issue. After the discussion was closed, a vote was taken. All members approved the spending plan for the council as presented.

Phillip Shenkman asked if within the budget that is tied to advocacy, a stipulation could be added that when training youth, there needs to be techniques and tools to make them feel more heard? He said it’s important to find ways to ensure the people in power listen to the people who are younger and members of the upcoming generation. Walt responded that the council has at least four grants that are funding self-advocacy, but he'd be happy to add it as part of the agreement within the MOU signed with the grantees. These would include the grants for the Keep the Promise Coalition (KTP), the People First Self-Advocacy Summit Conference, Connecticut Family Support Network (CTFSN), and Proud Parents.

Helen Taylor said it was nice to know what unserved and underserved communities the council is serving throughout the state, and that it’s not just a pocket of areas. Some of the organizations are new to her and she asked when she requests a grant, how she knows what areas of the state are being covered. Walt said he would talk in more detail with her about that.

Report From Council Committees:  The annual report created by the Advocacy, Public Information and Education Committee is being printed in time for the upcoming annual legislative breakfast.

Fran Traceski, Council Chair and Chair of the Legislative Committee, said the committee will be meeting in the future to review bills that are going to be introduced at the legislature that the council may want to support or that members as individuals may want to support. Public hearings of interest to the council will most likely take place between mid-February and the end of March.

Graziela Reis asked about the status of the council website. Content on the website has been moved into a cloud-based facility. Any changes on the website will need to be redone on January 22, after the DAS IT contractor finishes its accessibility project. Much previous work was lost, and Donna Devin will update the site when time allows.

7. Adjournment:   Fran Traceski, Chair, asked for a motion for adjournment. Shannon Jacovino made a motion for adjournment. Carolyn St. Jean seconded the motion. The meeting concluded at 12:52 p.m.
