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CONNECTICUT COUNCIL ON DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES
Regular Council Meeting Minutes
Tuesday, January 14, 2025, 10:02 a.m. – 12:26 p.m.
(Hybrid - Online via Microsoft Teams & at the East Hartford, CT DDS)

 
The 253rd meeting of the Connecticut Council on Developmental Disabilities was held on Tuesday, November 12, 2024, from 10:02 a.m. to 12:26 p.m. on Teams and at the East Hartford DDS Branch. 

Presiding:  Francis Traceski, Chair

Recorder of Minutes:  Donna Devin, Program Assistant

Members Present:  Emily Ball, Andrew Black, Laurie Cantwell, Andy Cirioli, Emily Cowen, Lena Esposito, Lynn Frith, Karen Healy, Shannon Jacovino, Bryan Klimkiewicz, Rachel Mirsky, Elena Poma, Kaitlynn Ramos, Sierra Scott, Kathie Strout, Council Vice Chair, Julie Vigil, Sagacity Walker

Members Absent:   Michelle Baughman, Rene Lambert, Ashley McClain, Graziela Reis,

Members of the Public:  Adrianna Ramirez, CT-N: Riley Bartolomeo, April Burke, Danielle Hubley, Fay Lenz, Michael Scanlon

Staff:  Walter Glomb, Executive Director

1. Welcome:  Fran Traceski, Chair, welcomed everyone to the meeting at 10:02 a.m.

2. Presentation on Affordable Housing by Danielle Hubley, Advocacy and Education Manager, Partnership For Strong Communities:  The Council was given a presentation on affordable housing by Danielle Hubley. Partnership For Strong Communities conducts housing advocacy and policy work throughout the state, in addition to collaborating with other affordable housing advocates. Affordable Housing is facing great challenges caused by limited housing options, rising rents, more barriers to accessing housing, older housing stock in need of repairs and maintenance, and increased obstacles to moving into a home from an apartment. Their agenda for the new Connecticut State Legislative Session focuses on affordability, housing creation, housing choice, and housing stability.

During the discussion of affordable housing, Section 8-30g of the Connecticut General Statutes was mentioned often. Since 1989, Section 8-30g, the “Connecticut Affordable Housing Land Use Appeals Procedure,” has promoted the development of low-cost housing with long-term affordability protections. It includes an appeals procedure to override local zoning denials of affordable housing proposals without just cause. It ensures that municipalities cannot deny an affordable housing proposal unless there is a specific significant health or safety concern. The burden of proof for this concern is placed on the municipality. If the State Department of Housing has designated at least 10% of a community’s housing stock as “affordable,” that community is exempt from the appeals requirement.

Danielle Hubley said city centers tend to have higher concentrations of affordable housing being developed due to being where more resources are centered, and where communities are being pushed to develop affordable housing.

The Rental Assistance Program (RAP) and the HUD-Veterans Affairs Supportive Housing (HUD-VASH) Program came up in the discussion. The last time the wait list was opened for the Rental Assistance Program was in August of 2014!

Walter Glomb, Executive Director, recommended people read “On the Housing Crisis: Land, Development, Democracy” by Atlantic writer, Jerusalem Demsas.

3. Call to Order:  With a quorum present, Fran Traceski, Chair, began the regular business meeting portion of the Council meeting at 12:12 p.m.

4. Public Comment:  Fay Lenz introduced herself to the Council. She is the new Connecticut Arc Board President and also sits on the Board of Directors at the Arc of the Farmington Valley (Favarh). Fay has a son with developmental and intellectual disabilities and has been an advocate for many years in the field.

5. Approval of Agenda:  Fran Traceski, Chair, asked for a motion to approve the agenda. Andy Cirioli, made a motion to approve the agenda. Julie Vigil seconded the motion. The motion passed.

6. Approval of Minutes from November 12, 2024, Annual Meeting and Regular Business Meeting:  Fran Traceski, Chair, asked for a motion to approve the meeting minutes from Tuesday, November 12, 2024. Julie Vigil motioned to approve the minutes. The motion was seconded by Andrew Black. The minutes were approved.

7. Comments by the Chair:  Fran Traceski, Chair, wished everyone a Happy New Year. He said the Connecticut State Legislature had begun their long and busy 2025 legislative session. The Council’s Annual Legislative Breakfast will be held on Tuesday, February 18th in the 2nd floor atrium at the State Legislative Office Building. All State Legislators will received printed invitations to the event. The Connecticut Arc and IDD Caucus’ Family Day at the State Capitol will follow the breakfast.

Fran commented the Family Day takes place in one of the hearing room and is run like a big public hearing. People can testify the same way they testify on a legislative bill. All Council members are encouraged to ask their Legislators to attend both the Legislative Breakfast and the Family Day.

The Council’s annual retreat is scheduled for Tuesday, April 8th. A location is being chosen for the in-person retreat. If members want to see a particular issue discussed or have a specific speaker in mind, they need to inform Fran Traceski, Chair, or Walter Glomb, Executive Director. The retreat will be a productive and interesting day for everyone!

The Council was reminded they will have a Zoom training session on Neurodiversity by All Brains Belong, with Dr. Mel Houser, a medical doctor, on Tuesday, January 28th.

Report from the Council Executive Director:  Walter Glomb, Executive Director, said the Bridging Aging and Disabilities Network Community of Practice is a real hit nationally and meets every 2 weeks. At the last meeting, Ashley Sklar, Adult Services & Community Engagement Consultant at the Connecticut State Library, presented on accessibility and library resources. They are using material from the Connecticut Age Well Collaborative, a group whose program was funded by the Council over the past two years.

Since the Council received another grant from the National Association of Councils on Developmental Disabilities (NACDD) for $5,000 – $10,000 per year, it is continuing its work on the Bridging Aging and Disabilities Network Community of Practice.

The 2nd Annual Aging CT Summit on November 19th was very successful and a good mix of people attended the event. Walt recognized Emily Ball, Council Member for being a presenter on one of the summit panels. He commented that thanks to the Council’s funding, the summit no longer addresses only aging, but spans developmental disabilities and aging, along with information of interest to both communities.

One of the Council’s initiatives was assembling the Connecticut Health Access Alliance (CHAA). A meeting is being arranged between physicians from around the state who are experts on accommodating, reaching out to, and taking care of people with developmental disabilities. The goal of the meeting is to create a short list of best practices and figure out the best way to engage the medical community and get the practices to them. The CHAA website link can be found on the Council’s website.

Walter Glomb, Executive Director, has been meeting with Disability Rights Connecticut (DRCT) Attorney Sheldon Toubman, on opposing some administrative moves to place Medicaid under managed care. A report on Medicaid services in the state was released in December. Walt has attended a number of meetings, including The Council on Medical Assistance Program Oversight (MAPOC) meeting, and others, to learn more about the issue and discuss the needs of people with disabilities. No action is expected on this issue in the current 2025 session, but the Council needs to continue monitoring it. Piggybacking on this, Walt also testified to the rare Disease Advisory Council.

Another group the Council could work with is the Greater Hartford Interfaith Action Alliance (GHIAA). They organize people and encourage them to show up for meetings of commissions and councils. The group organizes teams town by town, and have a paid organizer to create a set of talking points and a blueprint for what is to be done for each program.

The YIMBY Town Conference (Yes In My Back Yard) has asked Walt to serve on the planning committee for their September conference.

A Report was recently released on changing IQ eligibility to a broader eligibility criteria for developmental disabilities in Home and Community Based Services Waivers. The report recommends Connecticut remove IQ scores as a component of eligibility and expand it to a broader developmental disability definition. It gives examples from Minnesota who accomplished this change. Walt has reached out to the authors of the report, Representative Lucy Dathan, Representative Jillian Gilchrest, Senator Saud Anwar, and Senator Matt Lesser, to find out if they are planning to introduce a bill to act on the recommendations of the report.

In addition to working with the Office of Policy and Management (OPM )and the State Governor’s Office of Workforce Strategy (OWS), Walt has attended many state work groups and councils that are addressing the employment and workforce issues. He met with Chris Davis, the Vice President of the Connecticut Business and Industry Association, and has a meeting scheduled with Paul Lavoie, the State of Connecticut Chief Manufacturing Officer.

Walt said the Council’s Legislative Committee is meeting during the next week to sort through all the Legislative bills being introduced. He encouraged Council members to visit the CGA website and search for bills.

Council Grantee, Proud Parents, was mentioned on the DDS website under the DDS sponsored Connecticut Fatherhood Initiative.

8. Council Committees’ Updates:  The Membership Committee will be meeting to discuss filling 2 empty seats on the Council for a self advocate and a non-profit provider. The Council decided to fill the opening for a self advocate with a youth. Brian Klimkiewicz has been instrumental in the connecting the Council to organizations for young people with disabilities.

The Advocacy, Public Information, and Education Committee will be leading the creation of the Council’s new Five-Year Plan. A special ad hoc committee was assembled to work on the last plan. Council members need to think about what they want to see in the new plan.

The Legislative Policy and Planning Committee (LPP) have a meeting scheduled and will be meeting weekly or as needed, for the foreseeable future. Walter Glomb, Executive Director, emailed legislation to the group containing topics of interest to them. The committee is reviewing the bills and will be discussing them at their next meeting.

Fran Traceski, Chair, told Council members to contact him if they haven’t testified before the Legislator before, and want to testify. He will be happy to work with them on how to speak on a topic for 3 minutes that they want legislators to know about or they want to educate them on, or ask them for help on.

9. Adjournment:  Fran Traceski, Chair, asked for a motion for adjournment. Emily Ball made a motion for adjournment. Laurie Cantwell seconded the motion. The meeting concluded at 12:21 p.m. The next Council meeting will be a regular hybrid meeting to be held on Tuesday, March 11, 2025.
