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MINUTES
CT Council on Developmental Disabilities
ANNUAL COUNCIL MEETING 
Tuesday, September 9, 2025, 10:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.

 
The 257th meeting of the CT Council on Developmental Disabilities was held on Tuesday, September 9, 2025, from 10:00 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. at the Training Center at the Chrysalis Center.

Members Present:  Emily Ball, Michelle Baughman, Andrew Black, Laurie Cantwell, Emily Cowen, Lena Esposito, Christine Fallon, Karen Healy, Graziela do Carmo Reis, Sierra Scott, Kathie Strout, Vice Chair; Fran Traceski, Chair; Julie Vigil

Members Absent:   Andy Cirioli, Lynn Frith, Shannon Jacovino, Bryan Klimkiewicz, Rene Lambert, Ashley McClain, Rachel Mirsky, Elena Poma, Kaitlynn Ramos, M. Sagacity Walker 

Executive Director:  Walter Glomb

Recorder of Minutes:  Donna Devin, Program Assistant

Members of the Public:  Emily Abramowitz, Ana Allen, Deb Bibbins, Priscilla Clark, Molly Cole, Kevin Daly, Christian Damiana, Heather Ferguson-Hull, Mary Lou Freitas, Claudio Gualtieri,      Dr. Roger Jou, Quiana Mayo, Maureen McIntyre, Danielle Middlebrooks, Tobey Partch-Davies, Chrissy Racho, Adrianna Ramirez, Bonnie Roswig, Varian Salters, Jossie Torres, Crystal Willis.


1. Welcome by Executive Director:  Walter Glomb, Executive Director, welcomed Council members and grantees to the meeting. He introduced Council’s grantees who gave presentations on projects and programs they’ve been working on over the past fiscal year. Speakers in order were:

· For All Ages
Deb Bibbins, Founder & CEO; and Emily Abramowitz, Assistant Program Manager of Pathways for Inclusive Connection – 
Update on fostering social connectivity
· Lumibility
[bookmark: _Hlk177564841]Priscilla Clark, Grants and Donor Relations Specialist; and Chrissy Racho, Director of Marketing and Development – 
Update on assistive technology in underserved communities

· AgingCT
Maureen McIntyre, Chief Executive Director, North Central Area Agency on Aging (NCAAA) –
Update on the second Annual AgingCT Summit Conference
· State Independent Living Council (CT SILC)
Molly Cole, Executive Director –
Report on the 2024 Candidates’ Forum
· Parents Available to Help (PATH CT)
Kevin Daly, Educational Advocate –
Update on the Trusted Messenger Dissemination Program

· Proud Parents
Mary Lou Freitas, Group Advisor, Quiana Mayo, Co-Chair; Jossie Torres, Co-Chair; Sierra Scott, Crystal Willis –
Report on Self-Advocacy by parents with cognitive limitations

· People First of Connecticut
Varian Salters, Treasurer –
Report on Self-Advocacy by individuals with developmental disabilities

· Yale University
Dr. Roger Jou, Instructor of Clinical Child Psychiatry and Project Coordinator, Yale Child Study Center –
Update on the Autism Ethnography Project
· United Cerebral Palsy of Eastern Connecticut (UCP)
Miriam Johnson, Manager of Accessibility Services –
Update on assistive technology in underserved communities

· Connecticut Family Support Network (CTFSN)
Adrianna Ramirez, Executive Director –
Report on Empowering Caregivers Training
· Center for Children’s Advocacy
[bookmark: _Hlk177565240]Bonnie Roswig, Executive Director –
Report on assessing services and supports for children and youth


(At 12:10 p.m., the official business portion of the Annual Meeting commenced.)

2. Approval of Agenda:  Fran Traceski, Chair, asked for a motion to approve the agenda. Michelle Baughman motioned to approve the agenda. Laurie Cantwell seconded the motion. The agenda was approved.

3. Comments by the Executive Director:  Walter Glomb, Executive Director, gave a shout out to Michelle Baughman who was celebrating her birthday. He complimented Karen Healy on a personal poem she wrote.

4. Approval of July 15, 2025, Minutes:  Lena Esposito motioned to approve the minutes. The motion was seconded by Michelle Baughman. The minutes were approved.

5. Comments by the Chair:  Fran Traceski, Chair, thanked everyone for taking time out of their busy lives to attend the Council’s annual meeting. He appreciates all they do for their communities. He commented that although the Council wasn’t able to accomplish everything they would have liked to see happen, they took a lot of steps forward and had some real victories. He stated, “We will continue taking steps forward until there are no more steps left to take!” Fran is looking forward to 2026.

6. Nominations and Election of Council Chair and Vice Chair for FY 2026:  Fran Traceski, current Chair, was nominated for Council Chair. Kathy Strout, Vice Chair, nominated Emily Cowen for Vice Chair. The Council voted for Fran Traceski to remain Chair and for Emily Cowen to be the new Vice Chair.

7. Review and Adoption of Calendar for FY 2026:  Fran Traceski, Chair, entertained a motion to adopt the calendar for FY 2026 Council Meetings. Laurie Cantwell, motioned to approve the FY 2026 calendar of Council meetings. The motion was seconded by Andrew Black. The calendar was approved by the Council.

8. Report from the Executive Director:  Walter Glomb, Executive Director, summarized the Council’s activities. All of the grants reported on by Council grantees earlier are either on schedule or completed. Not all grantees presented updates. Following is a summary of the absent grantees’ projects:
· Wrinkle Innovation provided a seminar on intrapreneurship to a select group of executives from non-profits in Connecticut.
· The Association for Autism & Neurodiversity (AANE) has been giving information and resources on autism to individuals, families, and professionals.
· The National Leadership Consortium has been facilitating meetings among executive directors of non-profits, and they have been attended by many of the council’s grantees. Currently, they are focusing on the legislative priorities they share to approach the Legislature with one voice.

An ongoing project Walt and the Council are working on is to improve access to healthcare for people with developmental disabilities. Three years have been invested in this endeavor since 2023 when the Council funded healthcare research and webinars. Since then, Walt has been speaking to groups around the state, including the Legislative Medical Assistance Program Oversight Council (MAPOC) and the Department of Social Services (DSS). The Connecticut Health Access Alliance and branding were created, accompanied by an associated website now operating for over a year. They recruited and convened a committee of physicians who worked together to draft recommended practices to be shared with other practitioners. Walt would like to use a consultant to continue the work and progress further in this area.

The Council cosigned a letter with Disability Rights Connecticut (DRCT) to Governor Lamont last week, asking him to issue an executive order to allow pharmacies in Connecticut to give the Covid-19 vaccine, since the federal Centers for Disease Control (CDC) changed their guidance. An event is scheduled on Tuesday, November 4th at Quinnipiac University with Dr. Traci Marquis-Eydman leading the effort to train doctors in best practices for treating people with developmental disabilities. Walt will be featured on the healthcare panel at the training called “Better Together: Exploring Interprofessional Healthcare”.

Walt recommended to the Council’s Proposal Review Committee that the Council fund updating the Health Access Alliance website, because the website needs to be accessible, translated into Spanish, and outdated information deleted. A consultant will help build a power-map of healthcare policymaking in Connecticut. The website will advise people to contact the Connecticut Commission on Human Rights and Opportunities (CHRO) and the Connecticut Department of Public Health (DPH) to enforce their rights to access healthcare.

Walt forwarded the names of recommended Council members to serve on the Legislature’s State Commission on Women, Children, Seniors, Equity and Opportunity, and on the Connecticut Commission on Human Rights and Opportunities (CHRO).

The Council held a press conference on civil rights last May at the State Capitol in Hartford to get the message out to people that Connecticut has the mechanisms to enforce civil rights and where to go for information and resources. On the policy side, CHRO doesn’t have the staff to process a lot of requests and the DPH is backlogged. Connecticut needs to increase its ability to defend peoples’ civil rights. The state Constitution contains a protection clause for civil rights.

Bridging Aging and Disabilities Network meetings have been ongoing since September 28, 2022!! Fifty-Five meetings were held with seventy-two different presenters. The meetings have been mostly bi-weekly with breaks over the holidays and summer. Thirty-six organizations have participated in the meetings. The number of attendees have ranged from fifteen to forty people. The next meeting will be held on Teams on Tuesday, September 16th at 3:00 pm.
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9. Review and Approval of Budget for FY 2026:  Walter Glomb, Executive Director, entertained a motion to adopt the budget for FY 2026. Michelle Baughman motioned to adopt the budget. The motion was seconded by Emily Cowen, Vice Chair. A discussion on the budget was opened. When the discussion ended, Walt asked for a second to the motion to adopt the proposed budget for FY 2026. Andrew Black seconded the motion. The Council approved the FY 2026 budget.

Report from Committees:  The Council Public Information and Education Committee has drafted the annual report and is reviewing changes to it. It will be released in the fall.

The Council Membership Committee is looking to fill two empty seats open on the Council and to replace two Council members whose terms are expiring. The Committee is in the process of reviewing applications for membership and conducting interviews of applicants. They recommend two applicants for membership.

Walter Glomb, Executive Director, asked for a motion to approve Phillip Shenkman, Carolyn St. Jean, and Helen Taylor from the Social Chase for Council membership as recommended by the Council Membership Committee. Michelle Baughman motioned to approve the membership of the new Council members and authorized Walter Glomb, Executive Director, to submit their names to the Governor’s Office. Also, he has authorization to submit an unnamed person’s application to the Governor’s Office after approval from the Council Membership Committee. Council authorization is being requested ahead of time to avoid jam-ups experienced when trying to schedule everyone for a special meeting of the Council. Andrew Black seconded the motion. The motion passed.

The Council Five-Year Plan Committee created a process for the Council’s 2027-2031 Five-Year Plan. The Council is entering the fifth year of their current 2022-2026 Five-Year State Plan. A new Five-Year Plan will be submitted in August 2026 to the federal Children and Families Administration.

The Council Proposal Review Committee is working on a comprehensive review and analysis for the priorities the Council will focus on in FY 2026.

The Legislative Policy and Planning Committee will begin working on their Legislative agenda in October. They are preparing for the beginning of the Legislative Session in January.

Walt commented that he and Kathy Strout accepted an invitation to attend a meeting of the Autism Spectrum Advisory Council. The group will be presenting their legislative agenda at the meeting.

Walt gave special recognition to Council member, Rene Lambert, who just published her first book called Uphill Climb: Cerebral Palsy Adventures. It is available on Amazon.

10. Adjourn:  Fran Traceski, Chair, asked for a motion for adjournment. Michelle Baughman motioned to adjourn. Laurie Cantwell seconded the motion. The meeting was adjourned at 1:30 p.m.
