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CONNECTICUT COUNCIL ON DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES
Regular Council Meeting Minutes
Tuesday, July 15, 2025, 10:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.
(Hybrid - Online via Microsoft Teams & at the East Hartford, CT DDS)

 
The 256th meeting of the Connecticut Council on Developmental Disabilities was held on Tuesday, July 15, 2025, from 10:05 a.m. to 12:35 p.m. on Teams and at the East Hartford DDS Branch. 

Presiding:   Francis Traceski, Chair

Recorder of Minutes:   Donna Devin, Program Assistant

Members Present:   Emily Ball, Michelle Baughman, Andrew Black, Laurie Cantwell, Emily Cowen, Lena Esposito, Lynn Frith, Shannon Jacovino, Bryan Klimkiewicz, Rachel Mirsky, Elena Poma, Kaitlynn Ramos, Sierra Scott, Kathie Strout, Council Vice Chair; Julie Vigil 

Members Absent:   Andy Cirioli, Karen Healy, Rene Lambert, Ashley McClain, Graziela Reis, Sagacity Walker

Members of the Public:   CT-N, 

Staff:   Walter Glomb, Executive Director

1. Welcome and Call to Order:   With a quorum present, Fran Traceski, Chair, began the Council meeting at 10:05 p.m. No members of the public had comments.

2. Approval of Agenda:   Fran Traceski, Chair, asked for a motion to approve the agenda. Michelle Baughman made a motion to approve the agenda. Laurie Cantwell seconded the motion. The motion passed.

3. Approval of Meeting Minutes from May 13, 2025:   Fran Traceski, Chair, asked for a motion to approve the meeting minutes from May 13, 2025. Michelle Baughman made a motion to approve the agenda. Kathie Strout, Council Vice Chair, seconded the motion. The motion passed.

4. Comments by the Chair:   Fran Traceski, Chair, said the State Legislative session wrapped up and there were both wins and disappointments. He was very happy to see many Council members approach the Legislature with their ideas and testify at hearings. He couldn’t be more proud of members and commented that the bills that didn’t pass this time will be raised again next year and progress will continue.

Report from the Council Executive Director:   Walter Glomb, Executive Director, gave a PowerPoint presentation with his Director’s report.

Three wins in the Legislative session were Public Act No. 25-168, PROTECTIONS FOR ACCESS TO HEALTH CARE; Public Act No. 25-154, PROHIBITING HEALTHCARE DISCRIMINATION; and SB-4, AN ACT CONCERNING ENERGY AFFORDABILITY passed with a section to review medical exemption for utility shut-off.

Also passed was Public Act No. 25-159, CREATING YELLOW ENVELOPES to improve communication and support for individuals with cognitive impairments or physical disabilities during emergency situations. Ashley McClain, Council Member, designed this program to educate First Responders on how to approach and communicate with people with developmental disabilities such as Autism.

Many were disappointed that H.B. No. 5002, AN ACT CONCERNING HOUSING was vetoed. A special Legislative session will be scheduled in September where the housing bill will be revisited.

[bookmark: _Hlk196136626]General Assembly Bill No. 981 – AN ACT EXPANDING MEDICAID ELIGIBILITY FOR OLDER PERSONS AND PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES was not passed. Kathie Strout, Council Vice Chair, worked on the bill that would have enabled individuals who receive both Medicaid and Medicare to maintain their eligibility for Medicaid should their monthly income increase due to a change in their stipend. The Council will pursue getting this bill passed during the next Legislative session.

August is the last month of the fourth year of the Council’s current state five-year plan. The Council is on track to have about 16 activities completed in 2025. They will be starting work on their 2027-2031 new five-year plan.

The Council has 3 broad goals with 3 objectives under each goal. The first goal is for assistive technology and social enterprise. Three statewide conferences were held and vendor exhibits at the conferences increased greatly. The conferences were so successful that they can now support themselves.  

The Council has achieved its objective for Assistive Technolgy. However, there is still an issue of how system technology is being used in underserved communities, a broader issue the Council needs to address. Currently, Lumibility and UCP of Eastern Connecticut are receiving Council grant funding for assistive technology projects. They are doing outreach to underserved urban communities to understand the barriers stopping them from adopting or using assistive tech.

A Council objective for social enterprise was met when grantee, Futures, created a program for micro businesses. Waivers through the Department of Developmental Services (DDS) now provides a way for individuals to start their own micro businesses. The Council will continue to arrange meetings of non-profit directors to discuss the topic, but it’s unknown where grant money could be spent to benefit the endeavor.

Michelle Baughman asked about having some social enterprise plans aimed at grassroots efforts. Walt said she could bring her suggestion to the Council’s Proposal Review Committee.

The Council hosted an online springtime seminar series this year for nonprofit executive directors with Wrinkle Innovation Group. Intrapreneurial innovation strategies were presented. Another Council grantee, National Leadership Consortium, has been hosting executive leadership trainings with a large group of nonprofit organization leaders.

The Council has met its objective for Self Advocacy required by law. One of the projects funded by the Council to meet this goal was the Yale Program for Recovery & Community Health (PRCH). They developed curriculum for developing advocacy within Black and Latine community groups.

PATH/Family Voices of Connecticut has a Trusted Messenger program under funding from the Council. It disseminates information to underserved communities.

The Center for Children’s Advocacy is examining systemic barriers to services and supports for children and youth.

The Cross Disability Lifespan Alliance, Keep the Promise Coalition, People First of Connecticut, Proud Parents, and the Cultural Autism Studies at Yale (CASY) were awarded Council funding.

The Council provided funding for the 2024 Candidates’ Forum run by the State Independent Living Council (SILC).

The objective for education and training professionals has been completed. Much work has been done by the Council in the area of outreach, training and policy advocacy. Most of the activity for this goal has been in training for parents and caregivers, and in providing education for professionals who provided services. The Association for Autism & Neurodiversity (AANE) has a grant to provide information on autism to individuals, families, and professionals. The Connecticut Family Support Network (CTFSN) is producing the Empowering Caregivers training in Spanish. For All Ages is working on methods of more social connectivity. The Council also provided funding to the Conference on Aging and Disabilities.

Council funding continues for the very successful Bridging Aging and Disability Network Community of Practice. Local feedback has been very positive and it is attracting national attention.

The Council held a press conference on civil rights that was attended by Legislators, community leaders, and the media. Work will continue in this area.

Walter Glomb, Executive Director, has been working hard for years to change the use of IQ and intellectual disability being used as eligibility criteria for home to community based services. The bill for this adjustment didn’t pass this legislative session, but there were some very promising discussion with the administrative cabinet.

The Council began a healthcare project that spun off from their Covid-19 vaccine clinics. The goal is to inform people the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) applies to healthcare and to assist individuals with developmental disabilities in asserting their rights to access healthcare. The Council’s goal also educates professionals in treating people with developmental disabilities. A discussion with a group of concerned doctors was conducted recently. Plans are being made to put together a set of recommended practices that hospitals and other healthcare providers can use to best serve people with developmental disabilities.

The Council has an opportunity to have 2 Council members serve on the Legislature’s state Commission on Women, Children, Seniors, Equity and Opportunity, and on the Connecticut Commission on Human Rights and Opportunities (CHRO). The meetings are online.

The Council needs to be doing more to engage the Government administration and the Legislature. The Council is now known to the Legislative Medical Assistance Program Oversight Council (MAPOC). They could also strengthen their contacts within the Legislative Commission for Women, Children, Seniors and Equity and Opportunity. Work will continue with the State Office of Policy and Management (OPM). There’s also more to be done on voting issues and how the Council can further their objectives for systems change and better services for our community.

The Council needs to continue to be a convener of organizations, groups, and agencies across silos. This is an area where they excel and they have been able to initiate some activities that have created some very productive sharing of information, ideas, and resources between different departments of state government.

On August 15th, 2026, the Council must submit a new Five-Year Plan to the federal Department of Health and Human Services, containing a new set of goals and objectives for FY’ 2027 - 2031. The plan must be drafted and submitted for 45 days of public comment and the Council has to respond to the public comments. At the Council’s 2026 retreat, they will draft new goals and objectives based on the recommendations received from the Proposal Review Committee and from the Five-Year Plan Committee.

Walter Glomb, Executive Director, presented a list of suggested priorities for the Council in the future:
1. Support Self-Advocacy.
2. Engage Underserved Communities, Especially Black and Latine.
3. Engage the Administration and the General Assembly.
4. Be a Cross-Sector Convener.
5. Revise Waiver Eligibility to Developmental Disabilities
6. Ensure Access to Healthcare.
7. Ensure State Civil Rights.
8. Encourage Social Enterprise.
9. Social Connectivity

Walt said some questions for the Proposal Review Committee and for the general Council is should the Council be more focused and how can they be more focused? What groups should they support? What should the Council be supporting them to do and how? These are all discussions the Proposal Review Committee and the New Five-Year Plan Committee will be addressing.

A Request for Applications for grant funding is being crafted by the Proposal Review Committee for fiscal year 2026. The Council will approve it at their annual meeting in September. It’s release is delayed until the Council finds out what it’s funding will be for the new year. The Council will need to be selective because of limited federal funding.

Lena Esposito would like to the developmentally hard of hearing community to be a priority. Walt said she can bring her request to the Proposal Review Committee.

Kathie Strout, Council Vice Chair, wants to add mental health needs of autistic people to the list. Walter Glomb, Executive Director, suggested a meeting with the Commissioner to understand what is happening there since a separate Autism Waiver is manage by the State Department of Social Services (DSS).

The Council has enough funds to operate until September 2026. Current funds expire in September 2026. The Council will have approximately $180,000 to spend on grants and contracts. The new fiscal year begins on October 1. 

Council Committees:   The Membership Committee is meeting this week to begin reviewing applicants for an open seats on the Council. Members whose first terms are ending can be reappointed by the Governor. Members whose second terms are ending have been asked to serve until their seat is filled.

Fran Traceski, Council Chair and Chair of the Legislative Committee, said the Legislative Committee may meet in September, particularly if the State Legislature holds a special session. Committee members will be watching if they bring up the housing bill or anything else of interest.

Michelle Baughman, Co-Chair of the Proposal Review Committee, said a meeting is set up for the committee to make recommendations for the Council’s Request for Applications (RFA) form for grant funding.

Fran Traceski, Council Chair, said the Council will hold its annual meeting in September. The meeting will be in-person and probably held at the Chrysalis Center in Hartford. Transportation will be provided for Council members. Council members will need to cast their votes for a Council hair and Vice Chair. Committees will also be reconstituted. More details will be provided in the future.

The Council is one of the sponsors of the 35th ADA Anniversary celebration along with the State Independent Living Council (SILC) and Disability Rights Connecticut (DRCT), and other members of the Cross Disability Alliance. The Council is having posters printed for the occasion. The event will be held on Wednesday, July 30, in the second floor atrium at the State Legislative Office Building. The Council will provide transportation for its members.

5. Adjournment:   Fran Traceski, Chair, asked for a motion for adjournment. Shannon Jacovino made a motion for adjournment. Michelle Baughman seconded the motion. The meeting concluded at 12:35 p.m. The next Council meeting will be the Council’s Annual Meeting to be held on Tuesday, September 9, 2025.

