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CONNECTICUT COUNCIL ON DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES
Regular Council Meeting Minutes
Tuesday, May 13, 2025, 10:00 a.m. – 1:30 p.m.
(Hybrid - Online via Microsoft Teams & at the East Hartford, CT DDS)

 
The 255th meeting of the Connecticut Council on Developmental Disabilities was held on Tuesday, May 13, 2025, from 10:05 a.m. to 1:45 p.m. on Teams and at the East Hartford DDS Branch. 

Presiding:   Francis Traceski, Chair

Recorder of Minutes:   Donna Devin, Program Assistant

Members Present:   Emily Ball, Michelle Baughman, Andrew Black, Laurie Cantwell, Andy Cirioli, Emily Cowen, Lena Esposito, Lynn Frith, Karen Healy, Shannon Jacovino, Bryan Klimkiewicz, Rene Lambert, Elena Poma, Kaitlynn Ramos, Graziela Reis, Sierra Scott, Kathie Strout, Council Vice Chair, Sagacity Walker

Members Absent:   Rachel Mirsky, Ashley McClain, Julie Vigil

Members of the Public:   Adrianna Ramirez, Roger Senserrich, Secretary of State         Stephanie Thomas 

Staff:   Walter Glomb, Executive Director

1. Welcome:   Fran Traceski, Chair, welcomed everyone to the meeting at 10:00 a.m.

2. Call to Order:   With a quorum present, Fran Traceski, Chair, began the regular business meeting portion of the Council meeting at 10:05 p.m.

3. Approval of Agenda:   Fran Traceski, Chair, asked for a motion to approve the agenda. Karen Healy made a motion to approve the agenda. Andrew Black seconded the motion. The motion passed.

4. Approval of Meeting Minutes from January 14th and March 11th:   Fran Traceski, Chair, asked for a motion to approve the meeting minutes from January 14, and March 11, 2025. Karen Healy made a motion to approve the agenda. Andrew Black seconded the motion. The motion passed.

5. Comments by the Chair:   Fran Traceski, Chair, talked about the Council’s uncertain future due to anticipated federal budget cuts. The Council can function normally until September 30, 2025. If federal funding for the Council is cut, it’s future will be in jeopardy.

Fran said he is very proud of everyone on the Council and all of the work they have done as Council members and what they have done on their own as well. He commented that even with reductions in federal funding, it’s not going to end the Council.
Report from the Council Executive Director:   Walter Glomb, Executive Director, thanked Council members for their participation in the Council retreat that was held on Tuesday, April 8th at the Chrysalis Center in Hartford. He really enjoyed spending the day getting to know everyone and discussing the future of the Council.

The Council held a press conference on civil rights at the Connecticut State Capitol on Thursday, May 8th that grew out of Walt’s opinion piece published in the Connecticut Mirror two months ago. He was motivated by the phone calls, emails and social media posts from people concerned and scared about some of the activities at the federal level. Connecticut has a constitution and state statutes, and there are basic civil rights guaranteed by the state in the constitution and in state laws. Walt says it is important for people to know this. Easy to understand fact sheets were released at the press conference to inform people about their civil rights in Connecticut and what state offices and private agencies are available to help them enforce them. The fact sheets are on the Council’s website.

Speakers at the event were Deputy Majority Leader, Senator Matt Lesser;  Representative Mike Demicco; Attorney Kathy Flaherty, Executive Director of Connecticut Legal Rights Project (CLRP); Attorney Greg Jones from the Commission on Human Rights and Opportunities (CHRO); Carol Scully, Director of Advocacy at the Arc of Connecticut; Attorney Sheldon Toubman from Disability Rights Connecticut (DRCT); Fran Traceski, Council on DD Chair; and Karen Healy, Council on DD Member. NBC was present and CT-N recorded the event.

The Bridging Aging and Disabilities Network Community of Practice continues to hold meetings. At one of the bi-monthly meetings, Shanon McCormick, Executive Director at the Down Syndrome Association of Connecticut, and Dianne Bilyak, Project Director at the Arc of Connecticut presented on people aging with Down Syndrome. The next meeting will be a discussion on federal agency closures affecting the aging and disabilities communities.

The federal Administration for Community Living which oversaw the National Councils on Developmental Disabilities was shut down and the home of the council is now at the Administration of Children and Families under the federal Department of Health and Human Services.

The State Legislature session is wrapping up. Numerous bills of concern to the Council on DD have received favorable reports and are now in the Senate awaiting a vote of the General Assembly. Below are just a few of the bills being tracked by the council.

[bookmark: _Hlk196136626]H. B. No. 7108 – AN ACT CONCERNING AUTISM AND INTELLECTUAL DISABILITY. This bill is the Human Services Committee version of the bill originally introduced as H.B. No. 5372 – AN ACT CONCERNING DEFINITIONS AND ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA PERTAINING TO SERVICES FOR PERSONS WITH INTELLECTUAL DISABILITY. The bill continues the process to develop new eligibility criteria. It will get rid of IQ as criteria for the DDS Home and Community Based Services (HCBS) Waivers.

General Assembly Bill No. 981 – AN ACT EXPANDING MEDICAID ELIGIBILITY FOR OLDER PERSONS AND PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES. Kathie Strout, Council Vice Chair, has been working on this bill. It would enact a federal rule in Connecticut to allow individuals who receive both Medicaid and Medicare to maintain their eligibility for Medicaid if their monthly income increases due to a change in their stipend.

[bookmark: _Hlk196140371]H.B. No. 7159 – An Act Creating Yellow Envelopes To Promote Accommodation And Communication Between First Responders And Persons With Cognitive Impairments Or Physical Disabilities And Increasing Awareness Of Blue And Yellow Envelopes Among First Responders. This bill seeks to improve communication and support for individuals with cognitive impairments or physical disabilities during emergency situations. Council member, Ashley McClain developed this program to educate First Responders on approaching and communicating with people with developmental disabilities, especially persons with Autism. The bill will create a yellow envelope for people with disabilities to carry with them to alert First Responders to their needs.

Funded by a grant from the Council on DD, the National Leadership Consortium is running an executive leadership training for current and former council grantees, similar to the training they produced for council members last summer. Ten executives are participating in the webinars and more are expected to join the group.

The Connecticut Family Support Network is offering an Empowering Caregivers training in Spanish. Walt attended their statewide One Voice Conference last month.

Wrinkle Innovation, another Council grantee, hosted an online seminar for some executives from various agencies and organizations that deal with developmental disabilities and aging. They learned about an entrepreneurial inter-community project in which social service providers created money making startups out of businesses. The startups funneled the funding back to the social service provider. A follow-up forum allowed the providers to discuss how they could use the strategy in Connecticut.

Council grantee, For All Ages, started their community meetings with people on social connectivity and how people can stay connected in the world today.

Online site visits with Council grantees are being set up for them to give presentations to Council members on the status of their projects and programs being funded by the Council. The Council Program Assistant, Donna Devin, will be sending out emails with Doodle polls to Council members to arrange the site visits.

The Council will not be releasing a Request for Applications (RFA) for grant submissions this summer due to the shaky state of Council funding. In July, the Council will have a better idea of where they stand regarding their federal funding. The Council’s Proposal Review Committee will meet in July to discuss the funding issue and a plan for the RFA.

Walter Glomb, Executive Director, said work on the Council’s next Five-Year Plan is being suspended due to funding uncertainty. He wants Council Members to give a lot of thought about the identity of the Council and what they would like to accomplish if they had less funding or had to report to a different department in the state. He asked them to consider what issues they would like the Council to focus on.

Walt said the Council excels at bringing people and groups together from different departments, silos, and sectors. The Council has made big investments in self advocacy training and direct support of self advocacy groups for people with developmental disabilities. Culturally sensitive materials have been developed to not only reach out to more underserved communities, but also to connect with more self advocates.

The Council has begun some noteworthy work in the healthcare space. It was placed on hold due to the long Legislative session and federal funding problems experienced this year. It’s an area in which Walt would like to see work continue.

Walt commented the importance of Civil Rights is going to become especially important, especially with the changes being enacted at the federal level.

Lastly, Walt pointed out that the Council has done some good work in post-secondary education, employment, and helping people to become part of the economy and have productive lives as adults. This has been accomplished through additional education and different employment models.

Council Committees’ Updates:   Fran Traceski, Committee Chair and Council Chair, mentioned that the Legislative Policy and Planning Committee (LPP) made some very good progress this year during the long legislative session. He asked members to let their Legislators know they are still interested in some of the bills coming through, because they have yet to be called for a vote.

Graziela Reis, Committee Co-Chair, gave an update on the Advocacy, Public Information, and Education Committee. She and Kaitlynn Ramos, Committee Co-Chair, had a good group discussion on how they can move forward and support the Council. They came up with the idea of creating statements on why the Council is here, why it is important, and why the Council needs to be able to continue its work.

The Committee talked about designing a type of ongoing information media communication with the disability community. They will share videos on the Council’s Facebook page where the community can get information and engage with members.

Graziela developed a template and sent the sample to Council members, along with details on how to create a video. Members are encouraged to invite people who support the Council to also share their stores. She hopes for a movement to create ongoing views from people who interact with the Council to give the Council more visibility. Instagram, WhatsApp, TikTok, and YouTube could also be used for posting media.

6. Presentation by the Connecticut Secretary of State:   The Connecticut Secretary of State Stephanie Thomas, presented on voting rights and advocacy in Connecticut. She has begun an initiative to promote more civic engagement.

Secretary Thomas said the percentage of state citizens voting in a local election is 32%, and in some towns, the level drops to 6%. She said her goal is to make people understand how to engage and to also realize they have an obligation that extends beyond voting. She stressed how we live in a representative democracy, but we leave policy to change by not understanding the process and speaking to those who represent us. People need to understand the legislative process and arm themselves with the knowledge they need to advocate for whatever values and policies they believe in. She revealed that part of the reason she ran for Secretary of State was because there was no entity responsible for our civic education in this way.
There is no budget for this type of work at the state or federal level. What she has been able to accomplish in this area is due to the power of civics, interns, and volunteers coupled with creativity and good old fashioned work! She declared as long as she is in the role of Secretary of State, she will keep raising the alarm about the lack of civic literacy.

The Office of the Secretary of State has a civically engaged organization program. People who sign up receive monthly non-partisan information including social media posts, flyers, and notice of what is scheduled for the following month. Their social media campaign is on LinkedIn, Instagram, TikTok, and Facebook.

Secretary Thomas advised when a legislative bill is going through multiple committees, to stay focused on the piece of that bill that relates to each committee. Also, if asked, Legislators will give advice about how to move a bill through the process faster.

The main goal during the summer into the fall is building relationships with Legislators, sharing stories, either personal or through your community, and educating them on issues of concern to you. A big coalition sends a strong signal that a lot of people in the state care about an issue.

Secretary Stephanie Thomas recommended the following websites:
https://cga.ct.gov/asp/content/YourVoice.asp
https://portal.ct.gov/sots/education/civics-101/civics-101-your-civic-engagement-toolkit
www.myvote.ct.gov	https://www.myvote.ct.gov
CEO Pledge	https://portal.ct.gov/sots/education/outreach/ceo-pledge
www.powerofcivics.ct.gov

7. Adjournment:   Fran Traceski, Chair, asked for a motion for adjournment. Shannon Jacovino made a motion for adjournment. Michelle Baughman seconded the motion. The meeting concluded at 1:45 p.m. The next Council meeting will be a regular hybrid meeting to be held on Tuesday, July 15, 2025.

