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CONNECTICUT COUNCIL ON DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES
Regular Council Meeting Minutes
Tuesday, November 18, 2025, 10:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.
(Hybrid - Online via Microsoft Teams & at the East Hartford, CT DDS)

 
The 258th meeting of the Connecticut Council on Developmental Disabilities was held on Tuesday, November 18, 2025, from 10:05 a.m. to 12:35 p.m. on Teams and at the East Hartford DDS Branch. 

Presiding:   Fran Traceski, Chair

Recorder of Minutes:   Donna Devin, Program Assistant

Members Present:   Emily Ball, Michelle Baughman, Andrew Black, Laurie Cantwell, Andy Cirioli, Emily Cowen, Council Vice Chair; Lena Esposito, Christine Fallon, Lynn Frith, Karen Healy, Shannon Jacovino, Bryan Klimkiewicz, Kaitlynn Ramos, Sierra Scott, Phillip Shenkman, Kathie Strout, 

Members Absent:   Rene Lambert, Ashley McClain, Rachel Mirsky, Elena Poma, Graziela Reis, Carolyn St. Jean,

Members of the Public:   Malinda Gray, Jennifer Miner, Patricia Orozco, Andrea Sample,     Mary Wheeler

Staff:   Walter Glomb, Executive Director

1. Welcome:    Fran Traceski, Chair, began the Council meeting at 10:05 a.m. No members of the public had comments.

2. Patricia Orozco, Director, Assistive Technology Division, State Department of Developmental Services (DDS), introduced herself and her team to the Council: Malinda Gray; Mary Wheeler, Norwich Office, DDS South Region; and Jennifer Miner, East Hartford Office, DDS North Region.

Mary Wheeler and Jenny Minor presented on Remote Supports, a service from DDS designed to help people live more independently through the use of technology. The goal of the service is to give individuals more freedom, safety and control over their lives, while still ensuring help is available whenever it is needed. It connects individuals with trained staff through live two-way technology such as video, text, and smart devices, so staff can check in, respond to alerts or provide support as needed, giving people the right amount of support while promoting as much independence as possible. The program is for people who receive services from DDS.

The team will be holding a Remote Support Champions Meeting on Wednesday, January 14, 2026. The meeting will be a brief overview of the program and attendees will learn how to answer questions and promote remote supports.
3. Call to Order:   With a quorum present, Fran Traceski, Chair, began the Council meeting at 11:05 a.m. No members of the public had comments.

4. Introduction of New Council Member:  The Council welcomed new member, Phillip Shenkman, to meeting. Phillip introduced himself and said he is honored to be on the Council. Currently, he is a graduate student at Curry College in MA, and is studying for his Master’s Degree in Special Education.

5. Approval of Agenda:   Fran Traceski, Chair, asked for a motion to approve the agenda. Michelle Baughman made a motion to approve the agenda. Emily Cowen, Vice Chair,  seconded the motion. The agenda was approved.

6. Approval of Meeting Minutes from September 9, 2025:   Fran Traceski, Chair, asked for a motion to approve the meeting minutes from September 9, 2025. Emily Cowen, Vice Chair, made a motion to approve the agenda. Lena Esposito seconded the motion. The motion passed. Andy Cirioli abstained due to his absence from the meeting.

7. Comments by the Chair:   Fran Traceski, Chair, noted that the federal government shutdown is finally over. There are many people with developmental disabilities in Connecticut on SNAP benefits, who were hurt by the shutdown. He said the Connecticut Legislature held a special session and passed a housing bill, but it didn’t contain much to expand state housing stock unfortunately.

Report from the Council Executive Director:   Walter Glomb, Executive Director, gave a PowerPoint presentation with his Director’s report. The Self-Advocacy objective is priority number one selected by the Council in their ranking of this year’s priorities. He has been working with People First of Connecticut who are reorganizing. Leslie McNabb is helping him arrange procedures and operations for the leadership team to handle on their own without relying heavily on an advisor. Fran Traceski, Chair, volunteered to assist the group with their finances and understanding how they are set up with their fiscal agent. People First are planning to hold a convention in the spring of 2026.

The Council hosted a table at the Down Syndrome Association’s Annual Walk and Block Party held on Saturday, October 4th at the New Britain Stadium. Walter Glomb, Executive Director, thanked Council member, Laurie Cantwell, for helping staff the Council’s display table at the event.

Walt and his son, Nick Glomb, participated in a legislative training for the Down Syndrome Association self-advocacy group at their monthly meeting in Meriden. Walt would like to see a collaboration between them and People First of Connecticut.

Walt continues to attend meetings with the Keep the Promise (KTP) Coalition. Although the Council doesn’t have a grant with them currently, they have been a grantee in the past. KTP remains a strong advocacy group that is well organized and funded.

The Cross Disability Lifespan Alliance, supported by Molly Cole at the Connecticut State Independent Living Council (CT-SILC), is another good venue to hear from a variety of self advocates, and Walt attends their meetings regularly.

The Council was given another opportunity to engage the healthcare industry to meet their Access to Healthcare objective. Walter Glomb, Executive Director, and Fran Traceski, Chair, attended The Connecticut Chapter of the American College of Physicians Annual Scientific Annual Meeting & Vendor Exhibit on Friday, October 10th. 

The Council was a co-sponsor for the Hartford County Medical Association Annual Meeting and Awards dinner on October 22nd. The keynote speaker was State Senator Saud Anwar, MD, who spoke about the need for doctors to get more involved in healthcare advocacy at the state Capitol.

Walt and Fran made some valuable contacts while at the meetings. Lisa Winkler from Innovate & Organize, introduced them to the events. Council materials and handouts were displayed at both healthcare events.

Connections to the Quinnipiac School of Medicine in North Haven were strengthened when the Council helped to organize a very successful event and panel for medical and nursing students on accommodating people with intellectual and developmental disabilities.

State Public Utility Regulatory Authority (PURA) and Section 4 of Public Act. No. 25-173 was mentioned. This was the bill for the electric utility designed to lower energy rates. Proposals from the industry would have limited services providing electricity required by people with life support equipment at home. The people involved with the study interviewed Walt Glomb, Council Executive Director, on the issue. He pointed out that most people with developmental disabilities are on Medicaid, where there are income and asset requirements for people to get service. So it shouldn’t be hard for the state or utility companies to identify these people to protect them from power shutoffs. The Council will watch this issue carefully to ensure protections stay in place.

For the Eligibility objective, the Council is collaborating with the Legislative Commission on Women, Children, Seniors, Equity and Opportunity (CWCSEO) of the Connecticut General Assembly to draft a bill for the 2026 session. It would give the Council funding to design a pilot program to study how the LON or Universal Assessment might be used to determine eligibility for Medicaid home and community based services.

The Bridging Aging and Disabilities Network Community of Practice continues to meet every other week and has had some terrific speakers. The National Council on Developmental Disabilities (NCDD) manages the grant for the Association on Community Living (ACL), that funds the Council. A consultant provided by them analyzed the activities of the BADN. Their supportive and glowing written report was delivered to the group in September.

Walt Glomb, Council Executive Director, and    a number of Council members attended the 3rd Annual AgingCT Summit in Southington on October 6th. The Council helped fund the event in the past, but were unable to this year due to their budget situation.

The Council’s new State Five-Year Plan is due by August 15, 2026. All new goals and objectives must be written in April 2026. The Ad hoc committee is currently completing a Comprehensive Review and Analysis (CRA) after reviewing Walt’s series of 14 memos addressing issues facing the disability community. A survey is planned and in January, committee members will be sorting through data to decide on what the most significant unmet needs are, and Council priorities. All Council members will meet in person at the Council’s April retreat to discuss Council goals and objectives. The draft plan must be approved by the Council at their May meeting and published before May 30, 2026. The public is allowed 45 days to comment on the plan. Public comments will be reviewed by Council at their July 2026 meeting.

The Council has four new members:  Jacqueline Kelley, Phillip Shenkman, Carolyn St. Jean, and Helen Thomas. Their names were sent to the Governor’s Office for approval.

The federal government shutdown has ended and the Council expects to be receiving a funding amount of around $246,000, about one third of the grant amount from last year. The U.S. Legislature should pass a full federal budget by the end of January. Walt Glomb, Council Executive Director, has a national meeting with the Councils on Developmental Disabilities on December 3rd and expects to have a revised budget to present to the Council at their January 13th meeting.

Vote to Approve $20,000 Grant for Connecticut State Independent Living Council: Walt Glomb, Council Executive Director, asked the Council to approve a $20,000 grant for the Connecticut State Independent Living Council (CT-SILC) for the 2026 Candidates’ Forum on Disabilities. Molly Cole, the Executive Director of the CT-SILC is scheduling the event at the Bristol Events Center on Monday, October 5, 2026. The Council has been sponsoring the Candidates’ Forum since 2012. During presidential election years, there are proxies for the presidential candidates. In 2026, elections will cover all five federal congressional seats and a slew of top state seats, including positions for governor and lieutenant governor. A requirement for the MOU is the Council will have questions asked of the candidates that reflect Council priorities. Walt wants a question asked on self-advocacy and another on healthcare.

Michelle Baughman made a motion to approve a grant for $20,000 to the Connecticut State Independent Living Council for the 2026 Candidates’ Forum at the Bristol Event Center on Monday, October 5, 2026, with an initial payment of $3,000 for the venue deposit and balance to be dispersed in 2 additional payments after the Council receives its Notice of Award for fiscal year 2026. Andrew Black approved the motion. Laurie Cantwell seconded the motion. A discussion was opened. All Council members gave their approval of the motion and it passed.

Vote to Approve $20,000 Grant for Innovate & Organize:  Walter Glomb, Executive Director, asked the Council to approve a second grant for $20,000 to Innovate & Organize to create a map of state government and private departments, offices, councils, commissions and organizations that are key to forming healthcare policy in Connecticut; and to revise and update the website for the Connecticut Healthcare Access Alliance they created for the Council two years ago. Also, they will organize meetings of stakeholders, including a statewide conference on access to healthcare for people with disabilities. Consultant, Lisa Winkler has been responsible for introducing the Council to the American Academy College of Physicians and the Hartford County Medical Association.

Andy Cirioli made a motion to approve $20,000 in grant funding to Innovate & Organize. The motion was seconded by Lena Esposito. A discussion was opened. After more details were provided on what Innovate & Organize would accomplish and the cost of hosting a state-wide conference was discussed, all members were on board with the grant amount. The discussion was closed and a vote was held. All members approved of the grant and the motion passed.

Vote to approve $3,300 for Printing and Distribution of the Yellow Envelope Act:  Walter Glomb, Executive Director, asked the Council to approve a third grant for $3,300 for printing and distribution of yellow envelopes, decals and wristbands in support of the Yellow Envelope Act signed by the Governor in the last Legislative session. The Yellow Envelope Program was the brainchild of Council member, Ashley McClain. It allows people to carry a yellow envelope in their car that contains accommodation info for people with intellectual and developmental disabilities to show police and first responders on how to handle a situation with them appropriately. The Legislative Commission on Women, Children, Seniors, Equity and Opportunity organized a group that included Ashley to design the envelopes, and Walt also attended the meetings.

The initiative addresses Council objective 3.3 in terms of educating law enforcement on the needs of people with developmental disabilities. The Council name and logo will be printed on the yellow envelope.

Laurie Cantwell made a motion to approve $3,300 for section 29 of the 2025 Implementer Public Act No. 25-159 for yellow envelopes, decals, and wristbands. Andy Cirioli seconded the motion. A discussion was opened. Kathie Strout would like Ashley McClain to speak to the Council about the Yellow Envelope project. Laurie Cantwell, Karen Healy, and Kaitlynn Ramos requested an envelope. Information on the envelopes will be posted on the Council’s website. The discussion was closed and a vote was held. All members approved of the grant and the motion passed.

Report From Council Committees:  The Council received a draft of the Council’s annual report from the Advocacy, Public Information and Education Committee. Comments and updates from members should be sent to Donna Devin. Walter Glomb, Executive Director, thanked Co-Chairs Graziela Reis, Kaitlynn Ramos, and their team for their really nice work done on the report.

Fran Traceski, Council Chair and Chair of the Legislative Committee, said the short Legislative Session begins on Wednesday, February 4, 2026, and ends on Wednesday, May 6, 2026. Council priorities remain mostly the same. The group is being mindful as they move toward the new session and look for opportunities to be engaged and involved as individuals, or as a Council helping to educate the Legislature.

The Council is involved in Public Act 25-148 - An Act Concerning a Task Force to Study Expanding Governmental Employment Opportunities for Persons with Disabilities. The Council was specifically listed in the public act as one of the groups to be on the task force.

Michelle Baughman, Co-Chair of the Proposal Review Committee, said the Council hasn’t submitted a request for proposals yet due to the federal government shutdown.

8. Announcements:   Council member and advocate Karen Healy spoke about the press conference with U.S. Representative Rosa DeLauro that she was asked to speak at by Attorney Sheldon Toubman. Representative Rosa DeLauro asked Karen to do a video on her story. Karen talked about the Huskey C program and working with a disability. Her story was featured in many Connecticut newspapers and will be released for the holidays on Representative DeLauro’s social media page.

Thursday, December 4th is Karen’s 11 year anniversary of leaving Connecticut Valley Hospital. She was told she wouldn’t survive for more than a week and half on her own. She’s a testament to determination and independence and has never returned to the hospital. Fran Traceski, Council Chair, thanked her for all the work she has accomplished.

9. Adjournment:   Fran Traceski, Chair, asked for a motion for adjournment. Lena Esposito made a motion for adjournment. Phillip Shenkman seconded the motion. The meeting concluded at 12:33 p.m.

