Minutes
CT Council on Developmental Disabilities
Proposal Review Committee Meeting
Wednesday, September 3, 2025
1:00 p.m. – 2:00 p.m.
Via MS Teams

Present:  Emily Cowen, Co-Chair; Christine Fallon, Shannon Jacovino, Elena Poma, Fran Traceski, Council Chair

Absent:  Michelle Baughman, Co-Chair; Andy Cirioli, Lena Esposito, Kathie Strout, Council Vice Chair

Staff:  Walter Glomb, Executive Director		

Recorder of Minutes:  Donna Devin, Program Assistant

1. Call to Order:  The meeting was called to order at 1:05 p.m. by Emily Cowen, Co-Chair. There was no public present at the meeting, so the Committee moved on to the next agenda item.

2. Approval of Agenda:  Christine made a motion to approve the agenda. Elena Poma seconded the motion. The agenda was approved by the Committee.

3. Approval of Minutes:  Emily Cowen, Co-Chair, made a motion to approve the minutes from the Tuesday, August 5, 2025, Committee meeting. Elena Poma seconded the motion. The minutes were approved.

4. Report from Council Executive Director: Walter Glomb, Executive Director, 
received the Committee’s responses to his request for their lists of Council priorities organized by forced ranking. After tallying them up, he sent out a master list of priorities as noted below:
1. Support self-advocacy.
2. Engage underserved.
3. Ensure access to healthcare.
4. Revise Waiver eligibility.
5. Engage the Administration.
6. Ensure State civil rights.
7. Be a cross-sector convener.
8. Encourage social enterprise.
9. Social connectivity

To address the priorities, and assuming the Council has only $180,000 to distribute in grants, Walt suggested the Proposal Review Committee focus on ten recommendations for Council funding. It’s unknown at this time what the amount of money is that the Council will have for grant funding until a federal budget is passed later this month. If the Council is provided with more than $180,000 for grant funding, the Committee will reconvene and discuss funding more grants.

Fran Traceski, Council Chair, reviewed the Recommendations to Fulfill Council Priorities:

1. Grant $20,000 to People First of Connecticut for opportunities for individuals with developmental disabilities, who are considered leaders, to provide leadership training to individuals with developmental disabilities who may become leaders; and support and expand participation of individuals with developmental disabilities in cross-disability and culturally diverse leadership coalitions.

2. Grant $20,000 to Proud Parents for opportunities for individuals with developmental disabilities, who are considered leaders, to provide leadership training to individuals with developmental disabilities who may become leaders; and support and expand participation of individuals with developmental disabilities in cross-disability and culturally diverse leadership coalitions.

3. Grant $20,000 to Keep the Promise Coalition for legislative advocacy training.

4. Grant $20,000 to organizations for self-advocacy in Black and Latino communities.

5. Expend $20,000 for a Self-Advocate Summit Conference organized by Council staff.

6. Expend $30,000 for Innovate & Organize to update the CHAA website, create a power map of healthcare policymaking, and facilitate meetings with healthcare providers.

7. Expend $10,000 for a Healthcare Conference organized by Innovate & Organize and Council staff.

8. Expend $10,000 for Council members and staff representation on healthcare advisory councils and commissions.

9. Expend $20,000 to consultants for civil rights webinars.

10. Expend $10,000 for a Civil Rights Conference organized by Council staff.

The plan addresses the top six priorities chosen by the Council’s Proposal Review Committee. Items #1-3 are for Memorandums of Understanding (MOU) with the specified organizations. A Request for Applications (RFA) will be sent out by the Council for item #4. Purchase orders will be used for selected consultants and vendors for items #5-10.

Funding depends on the federal fiscal year budget for 2026. If the government shuts down on October 1, 2025, the plan will be placed on hold. If a federal continuing resolution is passed by Congress, then the Council will only fund activity for the amount allowed by the federal budget.

Elena Poma commented on the recommendations. She said in Latino communities, community church leaders are very influential, can be very helpful, and a resource. She said to reach underserved communities, the Council would have to go to them, because they’re not going to approach the Council.

Shannon made a motion to approve the ten Recommendations to Fulfill Council Priorities. Elena Poma seconded the motion. The Committee voted to approve the recommendations.

5. Adjournment:  Emily Cowen, Co-Chair, asked for a motion for adjournment. Shannon Jacovino made the motion. Elena Poma seconded the motion. The meeting adjourned at 1:41 p.m.
