Approved Minutes
CT Council on Developmental Disabilities
Proposal Review Committee Meeting
Tuesday, August 5, 2025
2:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m.
Via MS Teams

Present:  Michelle Baughman, Co-Chair; Emily Cowen, Co-Chair; Andy Cirioli, Lena Esposito, Christine Fallon, Shannon Jacovino, Elena Poma, Kathie Strout, Council Vice Chair; Fran Traceski, Council Chair; Julie Vigil

Absent:  All Committee Members Present

Staff:  Walter Glomb, Executive Director		

Recorder of Minutes:  Donna Devin, Program Assistant

1. Call to Order:  The meeting was called to order at 2:03 p.m. by Michelle Baughman, Co-Chair. There was no public present at the meeting, so the Committee moved on to the next agenda item.

2. Approval of Agenda:  The agenda was unanimously approved.

3. Approval of Minutes:  Emily Cowen, Co-Chair made a motion to approve the minutes from Wednesday, June 25, 2025. Julie Vigil seconded the motion. The minutes were approved.

Committee Member introductions were made. Julie Vigil, Branch Chief of the Community Health and Prevention Services at the State Department of Public Health and designee for Commissioner Dr. Manisha Juthani, MD, introduced her replacement, Christine Fallon, Health Program Associate in the Unit on Children and Special Health Care Needs at the DPH.

4. Report from Council Executive Director: Walter Glomb, Executive Director, 
gave a PowerPoint presentation on the Council’s budget. The Council hope to find out what its Fiscal Year 2026 funding will be in October. A federal Notice of Award (NOA) to the Council is expected in November.

Walt suggested the Proposal Review Committee wait until September to put out a Request for Applications (RFA) form for new grants. The deadline for the grant requests is the end of October. The Council wouldn’t approve any grant funding until they know the amount of their federal funding. The Committee would meet starting at the end of October to review grant proposals and make their recommendations to the full Council at the Tuesday, November 11, 2025 Council Meeting. Grant funding start dates would be on December 1. The Proposal Review Committee reviewed 24 grant applications last year!

The Proposal Review Committee will need to decide if grants will be funded for 12 months or until the end of the fiscal year. Walter Glomb, Executive Director, advised $180,000 of Council funding be set aside for grant funding until the Council finds out the amount of its funding.

Walt asked what the Committee would like to add to the Request for Application (RFA) and what activities do they want to focus on. Areas of focus can include Eligibility, Self Employment, Self-Advocacy, Healthcare, Underserved Communities, Bridging Aging and Disability, and Social Connectivity. The Council has the option of deciding what work it wants done and can issue transfer contracts that are much more direct.

Committee members are to look at the Council’s 9 objectives in its current Five-Year Plan and consider which ones are completed, what objectives need more work, and which ones have increased organization and community collaboration. The focus needs to remain on areas where the Council can really have a positive impact. With just 1 year left in the Council’s 2022-2026 State Five-Year Plan, there’s less room for pursuing new projects. A Request for Funding Application (RFA) could contain specific wording to help the Council finish up strong with its current goals and objectives instead of asking for new ideas.

The Council has met all of its objectives for Assistive Technology.

There have been promising discussions on Social Enterprise. More work could be done on this objective.

The Council has been working on its state plan objective to Engage Underserved Communities. Work is always needed in this area.

The federally required Self Advocacy objective has been achieved.

There is more work to do on the objective to Engage the Administration to bring about systemic change.

The objective, Educate Parents and Caregivers, has been completed.

The Train Professionals objective has been met. Walter Glomb, Executive Director, would like to see more work done on this.

Walt has a meeting scheduled with Jordan Scheff, the Commissioner at State Developmental Services (DDS) to discuss Eligibility. It is an ongoing issue that needs more attention.

The Council has a remarkable gift of bringing together other agencies, the Legislature, government offices, non-profits, groups, and individuals to address common issues and concerns. This is called a cross-sector convener. This ability has received federal and state-wide notice.

Walt said the issue of State Civil Rights was raised during the Council’s work on health care. The Council received great feedback after it held a press conference and passed out handouts on this issue in May at the State Capitol. It is critical that more work is done in this area.

Open Discussion:  Walter Glomb, Executive Director, would like everyone’s suggestions for issues to be addressed. He asked Committee members for a list of their priorities organized by level of importance (forced ranking). They will be discussed at a future meeting.

Walter Glomb, Executive Director’s recommendations for Council priorities were:
1. Support Self-Advocacy.
2. Engage Underserved Communities, Especially Black and Latine.
3. Engage the Administration and the General Assembly.
4. Be a Cross-Sector Convener.
5. Revise Waiver Eligibility to Developmental Disabilities
6. Ensure Access to Healthcare.
7. Ensure State Civil Rights.
8. Encourage Social Enterprise.
9. Social Connectivity

He suggested the Committee think about asking some of its previous grantees and/or partners to do specific work for the Council. A Request for Application (RFA) may not even be needed.

Fran Traceski, Council Chair, mentioned that recommendations numbers 5 and 7, dealing with eligibility and civil rights, could be subsets of recommendation number 3 that addresses engaging the administration and the General Assembly. He noted the relationships between the administration, the General Assembly, and various partners.

Walt said when dealing with the Legislature, it’s very important to know what you want and to be very specific. He commented that not everything needs legislation. For example, one of things he’s doing in the health care space is putting together a “power map” for the administration, because people need to know who does what and who has the authority.

In the future, a meeting will be held to discuss the Proposal Review Committee’s forced ranked items. They will decide how they want to address them and start creating a plan.

5. Adjournment:  Michelle Baughman, Co-Chair asked for a motion for adjournment. Fran Traceski, Council Chair, made the motion. Shannon Jacovino seconded the motion. The meeting adjourned at 3:16 p.m.
