Draft Minutes
CT Council on Developmental Disabilities
Legislation, Policy & Planning Committee Meeting
Thursday, February 6, 2025
2:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m.
Via MS Teams

Present:  Fran Traceski, Council Chair and Committee Chair; Kathie Strout, Council Vice Chair; Lena Esposito, Karen Healy, Shannon Jacovino, 

Absent:  Emily Ball, Andy Cirioli, Committee Vice-Chair, Julie Vigil

Staff:  Walter Glomb, Council Executive Director

Recorder of Minutes:  Donna Devin, Recorder of Minutes

1. Call to Order with No Quorum:  The meeting began at 2:05 p.m. with no quorum.

1. Comments from the Executive Director:  Walter Glomb, Executive Director, said most of the bills the Council is focused on haven’t been scheduled for a public hearing yet.

Fran Traceski, Council Chair and Committee Chair, said the Connecticut Arc hired a new Executive Director, who is also the parent of a child with Down Syndrome. Walter Glomb, Executive Director, will set up a meeting with the new Director.

S.B. No. 1176 – AN ACT CONCERNING FUNDING FOR THE OFFICE OF THE LONGTERM CARE OMBUDSMAN AND AREA AGENCIES ON AGING SERVICE NAVIGATORS. The bill concerns funding for the Office of Longterm Care Ombudsperson and the CT Area Agencies on Aging, to provide them with more staff, including more benefits Navigators at the AAA’s. Walter Glomb, Executive Director, testified to the Aging Committee in-person in favor of this bill on Thursday, February 6th.

H.B. No. 5002 – AN ACT CONCERNING HOUSING AND THE NEEDS OF HOMELESS PERSONS, and S.B. No. 12 – AN ACT CONCERNING CONNECTICUT’S HOUSING NEEDS. The purpose of these bills is to lower housing costs, increase housing options, and better support homeless persons, and to promote fair and equitable housing opportunities in every community in the state. Both bills have been scheduled for a public hearing on Thursday, February 13th. Walter Glomb, Executive Director, attended a public rally for the housing bills earlier in the week and the Connecticut Mirror has published articles on housing. Since affordable housing is a critical need for communities the Council focuses on, members are encouraged to give or submit testimony for the hearing. people with stories are especially important.

H.B. No. 5372 – AN ACT CONCERNING DEFINITIONS AND ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA PERTAINING TO SERVICES FOR PERSONS WITH INTELLECTUAL DISABILITY. The bill introduced by Representative Mike Demicco would put in place recommendations from Section 4 of Public Act 23-137. It’s goal is to remove IQ from the eligibility criteria, or expand the criteria beyond IQ, for the DDS Home and Community Based Services (HCBS) Waivers. Walter Glomb, Executive Director, had a very successful meeting with State Representative Lucy Dathan, who wants to move the bill forward. Walter Glomb, Executive Director, submitted language to be included in the bill. The next step is for the House Co-Chair of the Public Health Committee, Representative Cristin McCarthy Vahey, to call the bill and have it voted on to draft it into a committee bill. This means the bill will be written in legislative language. Council members need to write to Representative McCarthy Vahey and ask her to call the bill for a public hearing. Also, members can ask their Legislative Representatives to co-sponsor the bill.

General Assembly Bill No. 981 – AN ACT EXPANDING MEDICAID ELIGIBILITY FOR OLDER PERSONS AND PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES. This bill would enact the federal Pickle Eligibility Rule in Connecticut. The Pickle Rule would allow individuals who receive both Medicaid and Medicare to maintain their eligibility for Medicaid if their monthly income increases due to a change in their stipend. The bill has been reserved for a public hearing. Kathie Strout, Council Vice Chair, has been working with Attorney Sheldon Toubman on the wording of the bill. He sent emails to the Human Services Committee telling them he will be sending them language for the bill. Senator Cathy Osten is arranging a meeting with the Department of Social Services (DSS). The bill has been reserved for a public hearing, and members should write to their Legislators in support of it.

S.B. No. 1025 – AN ACT PROHIBITING DISCRIMINATION IN THE PROVISION OF HEALTH CARE SERVICES. Senator Matt Lesser’s bill would enact Section 1557 of the Affordable Care Act in State Statues and prevent discrimination in health care. The present bill doesn’t contain the changed wording of last year’s bill. Council members should write to the Committee Chair and their Legislators in support of this bill. It needs more co-sponsors to move it along.

H.B. No. 5479 – AN ACT CONCERNING FUNDING FOR THE ENCOMPASS TRANSPORTATION PROGRAM SERVICING THE ELDERLY AND DISABLED POPULATION. Encompass is only available in the Greater Hartford and Greater New Haven regions. It is run by Hartford Transit and subsidized by the Department of Transportation (DOT). CT Developmental Services (DDS) uses the program. People with disabilities can use combined DOT funding and their waiver funding to get free on-demand transportation by taxi. The program is at risk due to the expiring of its DOT funding. The bill still needs co-sponsors to bring it to the attention of the Transportation Committee’s Legislative Chair. Walter Glomb, Executive Director, will write to the sponsor and the Committee Chair on behalf of the Council in support of this bill.

S.B. No. 804 – AN ACT EXPANDING LONG-TERM CARE OPTIONS OF MEDICAID BENEFICIARIES. This bill was introduced by Senator Martin Looney to provide funding to offset federal cuts to Medicaid. The bill is a placeholder, because the shortage for Medicaid is unknown at this time, until a new federal budget is approved. There is a lot of concern in the state about Medicaid cost spiraling out of control and becoming unaffordable. The Legislature is looking for ways to reduce state spending on Medicaid and this bill will protect the Medicaid funding for people with disabilities. Attorney Sheldon Toubman is providing substitute language for the bill. The Council should support this bill.

H.B. No. 5001 – AN ACT CONCERNING THE QUALITY AND DELIVERY OF SPECIAL EDUCATION SERVICES IN CONNECTICUT, and Proposed S.B. No. 1 – AN ACT INCREASING RESOURCES FOR STUDENTS, SCHOOLS AND SPECIAL EDUCATION. Their purpose is to act on the recommendations by the Task Force To Study Special Education Services and Funding set forth in Public Acts. 21-95, 22-116, 23-150, 24-93. This aircraft carrier bill was introduced by Representatives Jason Rojas and Matthew Ritter. Walter Glomb, Executive Director, is setting up a meeting between himself, Kathie Strout, Council Vice Chair, and Tom Cosker, the Education Consultant at Disability Rights Connecticut, to discuss the bill. A group of four Legislators are touring the state to talk to families about the issues in special education. listen to has some specific items she wants to see added to the bill. Kathie wants parents of children with disabilities to be informed they have a right to education, can remain in high school and not accept a diploma until age 22. She has been sharing her list of issues with the committee members. The bill will get a public hearing and pass, but it’s unknown what the content of the bill are at this time. People should to write to their Legislators and include their topics of concern. Senate Bill #1 focuses more on funding and resources, while House Bill #5001 looks at policies and procedures.

H.B. No. 6176 – AN ACT CONCERNING THE AUTHORITY OF THE PROBATE COURT TO ORDER A PERSON WITH INTELLECTUAL AND DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES TO SUBMIT TO AN INVOLUNTARY MEDICAL EVALUATION AND ASSITED OUTPATIENT MEDICAL TREATMENT. Walter Glomb, Executive Director, says the Council should oppose this bill. The bill makes it easier for the Probate Court to overrule an individual who states they do not want any particular medical evaluation or treatment. Under the DD Act, the Council’ s Mission is for individuals to have self determination, personal liberty, etc. There’s been no news on this bill and it hasn’t been called for a public hearing yet. Walt wants to hear what Council Members who are either guardians or who are in guardianships think about this bill.

New Business:  . Walter Glomb, Executive Director, said the Governor has released his budget and the Legislature will be posting its schedule for budget hearings. Although, the Council shouldn’t testify on the budget, its members can offer testimony as individuals, as a parent, caregiver, an advocate, a person with a disability, etc. Shannon Jacovino said she will share the Alliance’s analysis on the budget.

2. Approval of Draft Committee Meeting Minutes:  With a quorum present, Fran Traceski; Council Chair and Committee Chair, asked for a motion to approve the draft committee meeting minutes from January 30, 2025. Karen Healy made a motion to approve the draft committee meeting minutes. Shannon Jacovino seconded the motion. The motion passed.

3. Adjournment:  Fran Traceski; Council Chair and Committee Chair, adjourned the meeting at 3:09 p.m. The Committee will meet again on February 6, 2025.

