Minutes
CT Council on Developmental Disabilities
Executive Committee Meeting
Tuesday, February 13, 2024
2:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m.
Online via Teams

Present:  Charles Bergamo, Council Vice Chair, and Proposal Review Committee Chair; Antonia Edwards, Membership and Support Committee Chair; Doris Maldonado Mendez, Council Chair and Committee Chair, Kaitlynn Ramos, Advocacy, Public Information and Education Committee Interim Chair; Kathie Strout, Fran Traceski, Legislation, Policy and Planning Committee Chair

Staff:  Walter Glomb, Council Executive Director

Members of the Public:  Alan Coker, Carmen Correa-Rios, Matthew Walker

Recorder of Minutes:  Donna Devin

1. Call to Order with Quorum:  The meeting was called to order at 2:03 p.m.

2. Approval of Agenda:  Charles Bergamo, Council Vice Chair; motioned to approve the agenda. Fran Traceski seconded the motion. The agenda was approved.

3. Approval of Minutes from Tuesday, December 12, 2023:  Antonia Edwards motioned to approve the minutes. Chuck Bergamo seconded the motion. The minutes were approved.

4. Report from the Council Chair:  Doris Maldonado Mendez, Council Chair and Committee Chair, wished everyone a happy “Heart Health” month. She is a person with a congenital heart disease and wanted to bring attention to the awareness month and promote the essential need for early detection and treatment of the disease.

Doris pointed out that although it’s not part of the Council’s current Five-Year Plan, they are interested in increasing the availability of on-demand transportation for individuals with developmental disabilities to allow them to travel to work and leisure activities. The Council now has another Council member, who is a self-advocate and a CT-KASA member. She shared her report on the impact of transportation for those with developmental disabilities. The Advocacy, Public Education, and Information Committee may find this a good topic to focus on. The Higher Education and Employment Advancement Committee at the State Legislative level will be looking at work force development initiatives and transportation to jobs.

Doris said Council members and communities should be able to easily get information in inclusive language on supported decision making. Through the Administration for Community Living (ACL), the Council has a duty to invest in Connecticut’s Legislative advocacy, outreach, media, and trainings for developmental disabilities. One of the Council’s grant funding projects is D-LEAN by the Yale Program for Recovery and Community Health (PRCH). It focuses on inclusive conversations and has information that is easy to access and understand.

Despite required communication legislation and guidelines, leaders and professional service providers still often make information on disabilities hard to understand by not using clear communication.

The Council will be having membership related trainings and training by the State’s Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) Director.

5. Report from the Council Executive Director:  Walter Glomb, Council Executive Director sent out a schedule for the Legislative hearings on the Governor’s budget. A public hearing will be held. The budget book is on the Connecticut State website under the CT Office of Policy and Management (OPM).

An issue to watch is the Huskey C legislation that was passed last year. There was a drive to bring Husky C asset limits up to the same level as Husky D. Why should the income limit and asset levels for people with developmental disabilities be lower than they are for anyone else?

When Walt attended the Executive Director’s Summit in Providence, RI, last fall, he got information on plain language tools that are available to process reports before they go to the Council. He’s looking into what program would work best. With this type of tool, he would be able to write his report and pass it through a plain language processor. Donna Devin, Council Program Assistant volunteered to help.

Walt is available to review his reports ahead of Council meetings with any Council member that asks him.

6. Reports from Committees:  Fran Traceski, Chair of the Council’s Legislation, Policy and Planning Committee, reminded everyone that on Thursday, February 29, the Council will be holding their annual Legislative Breakfast in the 2nd floor atrium of the State Legislative Office Building. At the last Legislative meeting, the group picked which projects and programs they wanted to present to Legislators and the public. Members of the State Legislature will also speak at the breakfast.

Kaitlynn Ramos, Interim Chair of the Advocacy, Public Information, and Education Committee, said the Committee is planning to meet and elect a new Chair. The group is excited about getting to work on the annual report.

Charles Bergamo, Council Vice Chair, and Chair of the Proposal Review Committee, talked about changes to be made to waivers from the Department of Developmental Services (DDS).

Antonia Edwards, Chair of the Council’s Membership Committee reported the group has selected 6 applicants for recommendation to the Executive Committee to fill vacant or soon to be vacant Council seats. The applicants are Robert Berriault, Lena Esposito, Ashley McClain, Elena Poma, Sierra Scott, and Matthew Walker.

Fran Traceski made a motion to approve Robert Berriault, Lena Esposito, Ashley McClain, Elena Poma, Sierra Scott, and Matthew Walker as Council Members. Their applications will be submitted to the Governor’s Office for approval. Charles Bergamo, Council Vice Chair seconded the motion. All members approved and the motion passed unanimously.

7. Adjournment of Executive Session:  Doris Maldonado Mendez, Council Chair and Committee Chair, asked for a motion to adjourn the meeting. Chuck Bergamo, Council Vice Chair, made the motion. Fran Traceski seconded the motion. The meeting was adjourned at 3:00.
