Approved Minutes
CT Council on Developmental Disabilities
Executive Committee Meeting
March 1, 2023, Wednesday
12:11 p.m. – 1:21 p.m.
Via MS Teams

Present:  Charles Bergamo, James Hexter, Council Vice Chair; Doris Maldonado Mendez, Council Chair and Committee Chair

Absent:  Andy Cirioli, 

Staff:  Walter Glomb, Council Director

Minutes:  Donna Devin

1. Call to Order with Quorum:  The meeting was called to order at 12:11 p.m.

2. Approval of Minutes:  Charles Bergamo motioned to approve the minutes. Doris Maldonado Mendez; Council Chair, seconded the motion. The minutes were approved. James Hexter, Council Vice Chair, abstained.

3. Report from Council Chair:  Doris Maldonado Mendez; Council Chair, greeted everyone and said since she and Walt have been working very hard on the same issues, she’ll hand the floor over to him for his report.

4. Report from Executive Director:  Walt Glomb, Executive Director, brought the Committee up to date on their current projects. He said he connected with Rocky Hill Public Schools and they confirmed they were planning to go ahead with their project and the $50k grant. They will get back to Walt within a couple of weeks to get the Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) in place and kickstart the project.

He reached out to numerous groups and received responses for recruitment of individuals for the radio spots on NPR. The next step is for him to work with public radio on the process of selecting individuals to be interviewed. Since the Council hasn’t worked with radio before, they want to be sure they have individuals who will work best for the medium, and be compassionate and respectful in their methods for selection. An MOU is being created for the project.

A second MOU is being drafted for the UCEDD. This is in addition to the one the Council has with them presently to use the Council’s American Rescue Plan Act of 2021 (ARPA) funds. They are assisting with the Community Health Workers’ training development the Council is doing along with Health Equity Solutions (HES). This will require a no cost extension. HES has requested one since they haven’t been able to finish all of the required work yet. The money is available until September 30, 2024, so there’s no liquidation issue and the Council will be able to get the work done.

The UCONN UCEDD will be funded by the Council for the balance of the year. The DD Act doesn’t forbid Council members from receiving payment for services that are part of the State plan, as long as they’re not in the decision-making process of awarding those funds. The person isn’t allowed to vote on anything pertaining to their own agency where the funds might directly or indirectly come back to them. Because of this, Tara Viens will be resigning as Chair of the Advocacy, Public Information and Education Committee. According to the Council Bylaws, she’s in a position to set the agenda, whether she’s voting or not. These measures are being taken to keep the UCEDD clear of any ethics violations. Tara will be unable to vote on any awarding of funding to the UCEDD, but she will remain on the Council as a member.

An MOU was drafted with the CT Association of Area Agencies on Aging to fund the Aging Conference on Monday, October 30, 2023.

Walt is working with Win Evarts at Arc CT, on getting funding out to People First of CT. Win has decided the best way forward for People First is for them to become a project of the Arc, the same as Proud Parents. Consequently, the Arc will become the fiscal agent for People First, instead of People First being its own corporation that has consistently failed to file proper forms with federal and state government. This is how Keep the Promise is organized and it works very well for them. The Arc is the perfect sponsor for People First. Also, the Board of People First can focus on advocacy and not worry about the many complex administrative duties.

The only issue is adhering to special letter #71 that requires the Council to keep all of their grants under $50k. Win Evarts is working on fixing People First, so the $30k check can go to the People First tax ID and go into the entity’s bank account, not the one for the Arc. Walt expects the check to be issued to People First well in advance of the September deadline.

Proud Parents was just recognized nationally, and the Council should be very pleased as they were responsible for its creation.

The Council has received a grant proposal from the Age Well Collaborative. There’s a proposal from Futures on holding a micro-enterprises conference that is in review. Walt plans to contact CTNext, Connecticut’s Innovation Ecosystem and get them involved.

There are two Personal Service Agreements (PSA’s) being processed for Graff Public Solutions and iMission Institute.

As far as legislative priorities go, the Council’s top priorities were housing, healthcare, and the eligibility issue. Suddenly, State Speaker of the House of Representative, Matt Ritter, proposed House Bill No. 5001 – An Act Concerning Resources and Support Services For Persons With Intellectual Disability. They are considering changing “Intellectual” to “Developmental”. This will be in the form of a study, since it would mean a significant change.

On the healthcare front, Ellen Andrews from CT Health Policy Project met with Deidre Gifford, Commissioner of CT Health Strategy Office, on behalf of the Council. Commissioner Gifford would like the Council to work with the administration and told Ellen she’d be willing to work with the Council.

Walt submitted testimony on Senate Bill No. 4 – An Act concerning Connecticut’s Present and Future Housing Needs.

The Council’s goal for Community Health Workers is training for them wherever they work, however they get paid. The Council wants them to know how to accommodate people with developmental disabilities. That’s what the Council is doing with their ARPA funds.

5. Committee Discussion:  Every Council member’s new term begins on September 1. The final terms for April Burke and Kevin Daly will end on August 31 of this year.

Walter Glomb, Council Executive Director, asked what the Committee would like to see on the March meeting agenda.

6. Adjournment:  Doris Maldonado Mendez; Council Chair, made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Chuck Bergamo seconded the motion. The meeting adjourned at 1:21 p.m.
