Approved Minutes
CT Council on Developmental Disabilities
Executive Committee Meeting
June 13, 2023, Tuesday
2:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m.
Via MS Teams

Present:  Charles Bergamo, Andy Cirioli, Doris Maldonado Mendez, Council Chair and Committee Chair

Absent:   James Hexter, Council Vice Chair

Staff:  Walter Glomb, Executive Council Director

Minutes:  Donna Devin

1. Call to Order with Quorum:  The meeting was called to order at 2:01 p.m.

2. Approval of Minutes from April 11, 2023:  Charles Bergamo motioned to approve the minutes. Doris Maldonado Mendez; Council Chair, seconded the motion. The minutes were approved.

3. Comments from the Council Chair:  Doris Maldonado Mendez; Council Chair, greeted everyone and said it has been a busy month and she is looking forward to discussions with everyone regarding the Membership Committee, and the Advocacy, Public Information, and Education Committee.

She has been invited to participate in the Commission on Human Rights and Opportunities’ equity group on public health and community.

Walt Glomb, Council Executive Director and her met with Connecticut’s Old State House and had a productive discussion about the Council and it’s grant opportunities along with possible collaboratives and introductions. They also met with the System for Education Equity and Transition (SEET). They are consultants, and Doris was able to participate in a training with them. She invited them to meet the Council and to collaborate together. Dr. Marie Spivey is SEET’s Principal Consultant and a Registered Nurse with a doctorate in Education and a Masters degree in Public Administration. She also chairs the New England Regional Health Equity Council and works with the Office of Minority Health. They offer several training opportunities and offered to train the Council regarding Diversity, Equity, Inclusion and Access (DEIA), and health equity.

The Connecticut Crisis Standards of Care Advisory Group invited Doris to represent marginalized communities and Latino communities with disabilities. The group met recently, and they are focused on making personal choice and person-centered care accessible and inclusive for people with disabilities.

Doris and Walt will be attending the Annual Conference for the National Councils on Developmental Disabilities in Florida in July. Doris is looking forward to bringing back information for the Council.

Doris asked if there was any ownership or liability on behalf of the council when our grantees sign onto group letters. Walt responded the Council’s funds nonprofit organizations for a specific purpose and an MOU is created with them for a specific outcome for using our money. When these organizations sign letters requesting action, they are effectively advocating. The Council wants self advocates to express themselves, although we may or may not agree with their tactics and methods of advocating. They have the right to sign letters and arrange advocacy activities that don’t involve the Council. If a Council member sees a letter they’d like the Council to sign onto or sees something of concern, they can feel free to mention it.

Walt is working on ensuring our state website is accessible and inclusive. Doris and him have been discussing the translation and the efficiency of translating mechanisms, and whether or not to spend dollars on making sure it is accessible and translates effectively, and in plain language.  

4. Committee Discussion:  Walt Glomb, Executive Director, mentioned in the area of cash management, the Council is trying to get caught up with their federal draw downs and has a no cost extension for FY’21 funds. He presented a plan to quickly expend it before the Council’s September deadline. A couple of projects in the plan didn’t work out this year due to the way contracts and personal service agreements for the organizations had to be structured.

Walt asked for approval for an alternative project. The Supported Decision-Making Coalition is producing materials to educate people about Supported Decision-Making, an objective in the Council’s previous State Five-Year Plan. The group is being managed by Molly Cole, the Executive Director of the State Independent Living Council (SILC); Gretchen Knauff, Director of Disability Services for the City of New Haven, Attorney Kathleen Hayes; and a group of other notable heavy hitters in the area of disabilities. They asked if the Council could provide some funding for creating materials.

Charles Bergamo asked for a motion to approve Council funding to the State Independent Living Council (SILC) for the Supported Decision-Making Coalition in the amount of $30 to produce materials on Supported Decision-Making. Andy Cirioli seconded the motion. The motion passed.

The Council is supporting the Assistive Technology Conference on Thursday, June 22, in collaboration with the Department of Developmental Services (DDS) and the Department of Aging and Disability Services (ADS) and its Tech Act project, an Administration on Community Living (ACL) program.

The Council’s Able Lives page is now live on Connecticut Public Radio. Two interviews have been finished and twelve people have been interviewed. The contract is for six interviews. The one-minute interviews with Council Member, Emily Ball, and previous Council Member, Lauren Traceski, have been released. In addition to the audio segments, the Council has been allotted one hundred brief ads for the fall. Walt is looking for topic and messaging suggestions for the ads to help with the Council’s branding. CT Public Radio has offered their assistance to refine the ads.

House Bill No. 5001 – An Act Concerning Resources and Support Services For Persons With Intellectual Disability, passed the week of June 5. It contains sixty-eight sections of new laws to aid people with developmental disabilities. Sections of it involve the Council in various ways! Once the Governor signs the Bill, Walt will be reaching out to Commissioners and Directors of relevant state agencies.

Piggybacking on a memo he sent to the Executive Committee, approximately half the bill addresses special education, specifically transition, and the Council has no projects in that area currently. There is a real need for advocates to step up and ensure the legislation is acted upon in the Bill. There may be a role for the Council in facilitating this objective. Walt is talking with Directors at Special Education Equity & Kids (SEEK); the Special Education Parent Teacher Organization (SEPTO) Network; the Center for Children’s Advocacy; and PATH Parent to Parent/Family Voices of Connecticut, to find out their thoughts on the topic.

Walt would like to have Council Members volunteer to oversee each section of the Bill that involves the Council.

At the July Council Meeting Walt will give members a draft budget for the coming year and a comprehensive review of Council grant funding.

The Council is actively seeking new members and the Membership Committee will schedule meetings as needed to review new applications. The current Council Members whose terms end in August of this year may continue to serve until a replacement is approved by the Council.

5. Adjournment:  Doris Maldonado Mendez; Council Chair, made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Chuck Bergamo seconded the motion. The meeting adjourned at 2:57 p.m.
