Approved Minutes
CT Council on Developmental Disabilities
Executive Committee Meeting
August 8, 2023, Tuesday
2:02 p.m. – 2:50 p.m.
Via MS Teams

Present:  Charles Bergamo, Doris Maldonado Mendez, Council Chair and Committee Chair

Absent:   Andy Cirioli, Michelle Baughman

Staff:  Walter Glomb, Executive Council Director

Minutes:  Donna Devin
Members of the Public:  Michael Smith

1. Call to Order:  The meeting was called to order at 2:02 p.m.

2. Approval of Minutes:  The minutes from June 13, 2023 were approved.

3. Comments From Members of the Public:  Mike Smith, introduced himself to the Committee and expressed an interest in the Council and its activities. He is a Connecticut Lobbyist with Rome, Smith, Lutz, and Kowalski, who represents other non-profit organizations.

4. Comments From the Council Chair:  Doris Maldonado Mendez; Council Chair, greeted everyone. She said the National Association of Councils on Developmental Disabilities (NACDD) Annual Meeting in FL was quite eventful and that Connecticut has most definitely made its mark in the community!

Report From the Council Executive Director:  Walter Glomb, Council Executive Director, piggybacked on Doris’ comment on the NACDD Annual Meeting in Orlando, FL. Walt said it was a great week. It began with the National Bridging Aging and Disabilities Network Community of Practice Meeting. Connecticut’s work in that area has been very well received. He had the opportunity to meet personally and privately with the Commissioner of the Administration on Disabilities from Washington, DC.

At the National Association of Council on Developmental Disabilities (NACDD) Annual Meeting, he and Doris also heard about other states’ projects in the areas of housing, healthcare, and language access for people with developmental disabilities.

In addition, Doris Maldonado Mendez; Council Chair, received a day of training as a Council Chair from NACDD Information and Technical Assistance Center for Councils on Developmental Disabilities (ITACC).

In September, Ellen Andrews from the Connecticut Health Policy Project begins her series with notable national speakers on problems encountered by individuals with developmental disabilities accessing healthcare. The Council is looking forward to a great turnout for the first of six presentations.

Walt has been spending time on the language access issue along with Doris. They are in agreeance the Council should be setting a good example for language access. To that end, Walt will be developing a new clause for the Council’s standard Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) for all Council grantees, to require appropriate Spanish translation of materials that are meant for the general public.

The Council needs to be clear on what does and doesn’t need to be translated. Materials going to a very narrow audience where no one has requested Spanish translation could be exempt. However, if anyone requests a translation of the information, it will be done immediately. This rule falls under Title Six of the Civil Rights Act of 1964. The Council is researching federal resources on what standards to abide by. Walt would like to create a page on the Council’s website of resources people can be directed to on the internet.

The Proposal Review Committee will meet later during the month to discuss some grant proposals received by the Council.

The Membership Committee will be meeting to review new applications for Council Membership and schedule interviews with applicants.  

5. Committee Discussion:  Walt Glomb, Executive Director, began a discussion on criteria for membership on the Council. The Council will be reviewing the DD Act to continue to ensure they are adhering to its guidelines to the best of their ability. A set of standards was discussed.

The Committee raised the topic of how to get more Council members involved in the Council’s committees and increase the rate of participation in the meetings.

Walt is in the midst of drafting a work plan and a budget for the coming fiscal year. He must submit a work plan to the Administration for Community Living (ACL) this month and have a budget to submit to the Council at their Annual Meeting on Tuesday, September 12.

Charles Bergamo brought up payment of legal guardians, and updates on Medicaid waivers.

Regarding House Bill No. 5001 – An Act Concerning Resources and Support Services For Persons With Intellectual Disability, passed the week of June 5. Walt said the Council has the option to hire consultants to help them in support of activities pertaining to the bill. Objective 3.3 in the Council’s Plan provides the Council license to educate professionals of services on how to accommodate people with developmental disabilities. This falls under the jurisdiction of Bill 5001. Walt would like to wait to see what happens, how the committees evolve, and what role the Council will play. Presently, the lead agencies are the Office of Policy and Management (OPM), the Department of Aging and Disability Services (ADS) and the Department of Developmental Services (DDS).

6. Adjournment:  Doris Maldonado Mendez; Council Chair, adjourned the meeting at 2:50 p.m.
