Approved Minutes
CT Council on Developmental Disabilities
Executive Committee Meeting
April 11, 2023, Tuesday
2:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m.
Via MS Teams

Present:  Charles Bergamo, Doris Maldonado Mendez, Council Chair and Committee Chair

Absent:  Andy Cirioli, James Hexter, Council Vice Chair

Staff:  Walter Glomb, Executive Council Director

Minutes:  Donna Devin

1. Call to Order with Quorum:  The meeting was called to order at 2:02 p.m.

2. Approval of Minutes from March 1, 2023:  Charles Bergamo motioned to approve the minutes. Doris Maldonado Mendez; Council Chair, seconded the motion. The minutes were approved.

3. Comments from the Council Chair:  Doris Maldonado Mendez; Council Chair, greeted everyone and said Tara Viens is no longer a part of the Executive Committee due to a conflict of interest. Michelle is Vice Chair (Acting Chair) and APIE will inform the council further.

Doris said everything has been chaotic, but in a great way, because of Bill No. 5001 – An Act Concerning Resources and Support Services For Persons With Intellectual Disability.

Only 1 Council member expressed an interest in having a Council Retreat in June.

Council membership and absenteeism was discussed. If a Council member misses 2 consecutive meetings of the Council or a Committee, they will be sent a warning letter from the Council Chair. 

4. Committee Discussion:  Walt Glomb, Executive Director, thinks since some Council members’ second terms are up, the Council should think carefully about who their replacements are to be. For example, he suggested they ask who they have covering different parts of the lifespan; different types of developmental disabilities, physical disabilities, aging, etc. He stressed the importance of having good representation on the Council.

Council members need to be serving on at least 1 committee and no more than 2. At this time, every member should be serving on a committee. Walt suggested during the Council meetings, the committees could set up their times to meet.

Walt discussed taking time at each Council meeting to allow Council members a window where they could speak on their areas of expertise.

Site visits with the Council’s grantees are being arranged. An online visit is in place already for the Keep the Promise program at the end of the month.

Charles Bergamo said recently a place in Cheshire, CT, called Re-Read Books was brought to his attention. The owner hires people with disabilities. He’d like to see a segment of the Council meetings feature people like this, so they can tell the Council what they’re doing in this space, how they go about it, what kind of work they have. He wants to encourage people to frequent these types of businesses. Doris said it could be done at the end of Council and included with the community information portion of the meeting. May’s Council meeting will include this new feature.

If the Council does have a retreat, Chuck thinks an in-depth update on Legislative bills should be on the agenda. Perhaps a Legislator involved with the legislation could be invited to speak to the Council.
At the retreat, Walt Glomb, Executive Director, would like the Council to discuss how they can prepare for next year.

5. Adjournment:  Doris Maldonado Mendez; Council Chair, made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Chuck Bergamo seconded the motion. The meeting adjourned at 2:58 p.m.
