Approved Minutes
CT Council on Developmental Disabilities
Advocacy, Public Information & Education Committee Meeting
August 15, 2023, Tuesday
10:40 a.m. – 12:03 p.m.
MS Teams

Present:  Emily Ball, Michelle Baughman, Interim Chair; Kevin Daly, Doris Maldonado Mendez, Council Chair; Graziela do Carmo Reis, Kaitlynn Ramos, James Welsh

Absent:   Bryan Klimkiewicz

Staff:  Walter Glomb, Council Director

Minutes:  Donna Devin

1. Call to Order with Quorum:  Michelle Baughman, Interim Committee Chair, called the meeting to order at 10:40 a.m. There was no public present at the meeting, so the Committee moved on to the next agenda item.

2. Greeting From Council Chair:  Doris Maldonado Mendez, Council Chair, welcomed the Committee and thanked them making time out of their busy schedules for the meeting. She reminded the group the Council’s Annual Meeting was in September and elections would also be held at that time.

From this time forward, for any meeting, she would like the Council bylaws to accompany the meeting agendas. She wants to ensure they will always be available to Council members for reference. She reviewed the bylaws with the APIE Committee.

3. Greeting from Committee Chair:  Doris Maldonado Mendez, Council Chair, turned the meeting over to Michelle Baughman, the Committee’s Interim Chair. Michelle greeted the Committee and began a discussion about the Council’s Annual Report.

Walter Glomb, Council Executive Director, clarified the primary purpose of the APIE Committee is to educate the public about the Council and to decide what methods they want to use to achieve this goal. This extends to the creation of the Council’s Annual Report.

Walt suggested the Committee’s first activity should be producing an Annual Report for Fiscal Year 2022. He presented a draft template for the Report. He said it should be a fun project where the group decides on the presentation, wording, and graphics. It will be in plain language to include all abilities and will be available in Spanish.

Once the Annual Report is completed, the Committee will be able to focus on its other objectives, such as the type of public presence it desires to have, outreach, creating or editing Council website content, and figuring out how to implement these objectives using resources available to the Council.

There’s a need for another meeting of the workgroup to decide on a template format that will be ideal for them. The group could either keep meeting on Teams or schedule an in-person meeting that aligns with everyone’s schedule. Michelle Baughman, Interim Chair, suggested a meeting at a co-working space, library, a conference room at a community college. Walt also mentioned the Legislative Office Building that is open to the public and state agency conference rooms as good meeting places.

Walt said the group’s next step should be to convene another meeting on Teams, and during that time, the Committee can devise a process whereby everybody can put together their own outline of what they'd like to be included in the Annual Report. The idea is to brainstorm and get everyone’s ideas on the table. Then, the group can choose what they’d like to have included in the Report. An outline would be created, and members of the Committee could select an area they’d like to focus on, so a draft could be created for shared editing.

Michelle Baughman, Interim Chair, asked the group what areas of the Report they wanted to work on. Emily Ball would like to assist in the writing of the report’s content. Kaitlynn Ramos is interested in writing and editing. Kevin Daly would also like to participate in the writing and editing of the report.

Walter Glomb, Council Executive Director, said the goal is to finish the report by Thanksgiving, since the fiscal year ends on September 30. The Report could be given to the CT Arcs, schools, state agencies, and other organizations for dissemination.

Adjournment:  Michelle Baughman asked for a motion to adjourn the meeting. Emily Ball made the motion for adjournment. Kevin Daly seconded the motion. The meeting adjourned at 12:03 p.m.

