Approved Minutes
CT Council on Developmental Disabilities
Advocacy, Public Information & Education Committee Meeting
Tuesday, February 20, 2024
2:00 p.m. – 3:00 pm
MS Teams

Present:  Emily Ball, Michelle Baughman, Doris Maldonado Mendez, Council Chair; Bryan Klimkiewicz, Graziela Reis, Kaitlynn Ramos, Committee Vice-Chair

Absent:   Laurie Cantwell, Karen Healy, 

Staff:  Walter Glomb, Council Executive Director

Recorder of Minutes:  Donna Devin

1. Call to Order with Quorum:  Kaitlynn Ramos, Committee Vice-Chair, called the meeting to order at 2:03 p.m. There was no public present at the meeting, so the Committee moved on to the next agenda item.

2. Approval of Agenda:  Kaitlynn Ramos, Committee Vice-Chair, made a motion to approve the agenda. Emily Ball seconded the motion. The motion passed.

3. Approval of Meeting Minutes from Tuesday, October 24, 2023:  Kaitlynn Ramos, Committee Vice-Chair, asked for a motion to approve the Committee Meeting minutes from October 24, 2023. Bryan Klimkiewicz made a motion to approve the minutes with one revision needed. Emily Ball seconded the motion. The motion passed. Doris Maldonado Mendez, Council Chair, abstained.

4. Election of Committee Officers:  Doris Maldonado Mendez, Council Chair, said there would need to be an amendment of the Council’s bylaws, to accept Kaitlynn Ramos and Graziela Reis as joint Chairs of the Committee. It would have to be approved by the Council.

Graziela do Carmo Reis, Committee Chair, said she and Kaitlynn Ramos, Committee Vice-Chair, will organize the work needed to be done for the Council’s annual report. She wants a relationship created between them and all the members of the Committee and create a sense of roles and responsibilities and keep things moving by having everyone working together and enjoying their time together while doing something good for people and their communities.

Walt Glomb, Council Executive Director, said the first proposal by the Committee is to have a joint Chair. It won’t be recognized in the Council’s Bylaws until the Council votes to revise them. Also, it will open the option for other Council Committees to have joint chairs.

Bryan Klimkiewicz made a motion to nominate Graziela do Carmo Reis as Chair of the Advocacy, Public Information, and Education Committee. Emily Ball seconded the motion. The motion passed.

5. New Business:  Graziela Do Carmo Reis, Committee Chair, would like to have more information from the Council’s Grantees to put the report together and spotlight the work that is being done on behalf of the Council.

Graziela Do Carmo Reis, Committee Chair, brainstormed with the Committee on the best way for the Council to be a resource where they could connect information and resources that are available on health, education, employment, etc., and the best way to inform people.

Doris Maldonado Mendez, Council Chair, said Emily Ball is a great resource for social media with PATH and other organizations. She is enthusiastic about the idea of streamlining resources, so they are in one place and on one website. She suggested linking them up to other resources.

Adjournment:  Doris Maldonado Mendez, Council Chair, made the motion for adjournment. Emily Ball seconded the motion. The meeting adjourned at 3:10 p.m.
