STATE OF CONNECTICUT

CONNECTICUT SITING COUNCIL
Ten Franklin Square, New Britain, CT 06051
Phone: (860) 827-2935 Fax: (860) 827-2950

E-Mail: siting.council@ct.gov
Web Site: portal.ct.gov/csc

VIA ELECTRONIC MAIL

March 10, 2026

Brian Farnen, Esq.

CEFIA Holdings, LLC
Connecticut Green Bank

700 Canal Street, 5th Floor
Stamford, CT 06902
brian.farnen@ctgreenbank.com

RE:  PETITION NO. 1697 — CEFIA Holdings, LLC petition for a declaratory ruling, pursuant to
Connecticut General Statutes §4-176 and §16-50Kk, for the proposed construction, maintenance and
operation of a 1.7-megawatt AC solar photovoltaic electric generating facility and associated
equipment located at the Connecticut Department of Transportation Headquarters, 2710-2880
Berlin Turnpike, Newington, Connecticut, and associated electrical interconnection. Council
Interrogatories to Petitioner.

Dear Attorney Farnen:

The Connecticut Siting Council (Council) requests your responses to the enclosed questions no later than
March 23, 2026. Please submit an original and 15 copies to the Council’s office and an electronic copy to
siting.council@ct.gov. In accordance with the State Solid Waste Management Plan and in accordance with
Section 16-50j-12 of the Regulations of Connecticut State Agencies, the Council requests all filings be
submitted on recyclable paper, primarily regular weight white office paper. Please avoid using heavy stock
paper, colored paper, and metal or plastic binders and separators. Fewer copies of bulk material may be
provided as appropriate.

Please be advised that the original and 15 copies are required to be submitted to the Council’s office
on or before the March 23, 2026 deadline.

Copies of your responses are required to be provided to all parties and intervenors listed in the service list,
which can be found on the Council’s website under the “Pending Matters” link.

Any request for an extension of time to submit responses to interrogatories shall be submitted to the Council
in writing pursuant to §16-50j-22a of the Regulations of Connecticut State Agencies.

Sincerely,

bl —

Melanie Bachman

Executive Director

MAB/IN/dIl

Enclosure: Revised Schedule dated March 10, 2026

c: Service List dated November 26, 2025
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STATE OF CONNECTICUT
CONNECTICUT SITING COUNCIL

Ten Franklin Square, New Britain, CT 06051
Phone: (860) 827-2935 Fax: (860) 827-2950

E-Mail: siting.council@ct.gov
Web Site: portal.ct.gov/csc

REVISED SCHEDULE

PETITION NO. 1697 — CEFIA Holdings, LLC petition for a declaratory ruling, pursuant to
Connecticut General Statutes §4-176 and §16-50k, for the proposed construction, maintenance and
operation of a 1.7-megawatt AC solar photovoltaic electric generating facility and associated
equipment located at the Connecticut Department of Transportation Headquarters, 2710-2880 Berlin
Turnpike, Newington, Connecticut, and associated electrical interconnection.

Petition received 11/26/2025
Public Comment Period Deadline 12/26/2025
Deadline for State Agency Comments 12/26/2025
Deadline for Municipal Comments 12/26/2025
Council 60-Day Action — Set Date for Decision to 05/25/2026 01/22/2026
Deadline for Action 01/25/2026
Council Interrogatories

e Issued 03/10/2026

e Responses Due 03/23/2026
Deadline for Final Decision 05/25/2026

Revised 03/10/2026
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Petition No. 1697
CEFIA Holdings, LLC
2710-2880 Berlin Turnpike, Newington

Interrogatories
March 10, 2026

Notice

Referencing Petition pp. 1-2, did CEFIA Holdings, LLC (CEFIA) complete an environmental
impact evaluation process for state agency actions under the Connecticut Environmental Policy
Act? If so, did CEQ, DEEP and/or OPM provide comments on the proposed facility as part of this
process? If so, please summarize the comments.

Referencing Petition pp. 10-11 and Appendix E, has CEFIA directly received any comments since
the petition was submitted to the Council? If yes, summarize the comments and how these
comments were addressed.

Public Benefit

Referencing Petition p. 3:
a) when did CEFIA enter into a Low Emissions Renewable Energy Credit (LREC) contract for
the facility?
b) what is the length of the LREC contract?
¢) when is the contractual in-service date for the facility?
d) Ifthe facility operates beyond the terms of the contract, will CEFIA decommission the facility
or seek other revenue mechanisms for the power produced by the facility?

Would Eversource Energy (Eversource) purchase the capacity and renewable energy certificates
for the facility?

Facility Development
What is the estimated cost of the proposed facility? How are costs recovered?
If CEFIA transfers the facility to another entity, would CEFIA provide the Council with a written
agreement as to the entity responsible for any outstanding conditions of the Declaratory Ruling and
quarterly assessment charges under CGS §16-50v(b)(2) that may be associated with this facility,
including contact information for the individual acting on behalf of the transferee?
Proposed Site

Is the site located within an Environmental Justice Community?

Referencing Petition pp. 3 and 6, has CEFIA executed a lease agreement for the proposed facility
site? Who is the lessor (ex. DOT or DAS)?

Proposed Facility and Associated Equipment

Referencing Petition Appendix B - Sheets 2.11 and 3.01, provide the dimensions of the proposed
concrete utility pad. What equipment would be installed on the concrete utility pad?
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16.
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19.

20.

21.

22.

Referencing Petition Appendix B, what kind of mounts would be used to adhere the solar panels to
the carport structure? What is the design wind speed of the solar panel mounts? What prevents the
solar panels from separating from the mounts/support structure during high winds?

Is the wiring from the panels to the inverters installed along the carport? If wiring is external, how
would it be protected from potential damage from weather exposure, maintenance activities, or
animals?

Referencing Petion p. 19, provide the direction and address of the nearest residential property line
from the nearest solar support structure with an inverter.

Referencing Petition Appendix B — Sheets 3.01 and 3.02, what is the total number of each of the 3
module, 5 module and 6 module carport solar structures for the proposed facility?

Referencing Petition p. 20, would the under-canopy replacement lighting for the existing light poles
be powered by the solar facility?

Provide a photo simulation of the proposed facility.
Energy Output

Referencing Petition p. 3, why is the proposed facility capacity 280 kW less than the capacity
allowed by the contract? Could the excess capacity be installed later as a separate proposed facility
under the contract? Explain.

Referencing Petition pp. 3 and 9, provide the estimated peak load of DOT Headquarters. Would all
of the electricity generated by the proposed facility be used on-site? What percentage of the load
does the facility’s projected output represent?

Referencing Petition Appendix B, if one section of the solar array experiences electrical problems
causing that section to shut down, can other sections of the system still operate and transmit power?
Describe the system’s section-level redundancy and the monitoring method by which a section
failure would be detected.

Would the impact of soft shading, such as air pollution or hard shading such as bird droppings or
weather events, such as snow or ice accumulation, hail, dust, pollen, etc. reduce the energy
production of the proposed facility? Would any of these expose the solar panels to damage?

Electrical Interconnection
Referencing Petition p. 6, where is the existing electrical room located?

Referencing Petition p. 6, would the facility interconnection require any overhead or underground
connections to Eversource’s distribution system?

Referencing Petition p. 6 and Appendix B — Sheet 2.11, provide the following:
a) A description of the electrical conduit route from the canopy arrays to the electrical room,;
b) the length of underground conduit routing for the interconnection for both arrays;
¢) the point of transition from underground to above-ground conduit within or adjacent to
the electrical room; and
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d) whether any conduit runs across DOT-owned stormwater structures, drainage easements,
or utility corridors, and whether DOT approval for such crossings has been obtained.

Referencing Petition p. 6 and Appendix B — Sheet 2.11, provide the line voltage of the proposed
electrical interconnection.

Referencing Petition p. 6, was an ISO-NE study or approval required for the interconnection?
Explain.

Public Health and Safety

Referencing Petition p. 12, would the facility, structural design and associated loading, comply
with the current Connecticut State Building Code, the current Connecticut State Fire Code, National

Electrical Code?

How does the facility comply with industry Best Management Practices for Electric and Magnetic
Fields at solar facilities? Would the site design conform to these practices?

Referencing Petition p. 12 and Appendix C, where are the facility shut-off switches that can be
operated by emergency personnel located?

Would the facility have lightning protection? If yes, describe. If not, could lightning strikes cause
electrical fires and damage facility equipment?

In the event of a shut-down, will the panels still produce and send power to the inverters? Can
energized components pose a safety risk to emergency responders?

In the event of a fire, how are potential electric hazards that could be encountered by emergency
response personnel mitigated? What type of media and/or specialized equipment would be
necessary to extinguish a solar panel/electrical component fire?

Describe emergency response procedures for a fire at the site that include methods for fire response,
procedures for contacting the fire department and municipal officials based on the type(s) of
emergency, post-incident inspections and reporting, and notification to state and municipal officials
regarding site re-energization.

Referencing Petition Appendix C, will facility maintenance vehicles be equipped with fire
extinguishers?

What is the distance of the nearest municipal fire hydrant to the proposed facility? What alternative
water sources are available to the fire department? How would water be brought to the site in the
event of a fire?

Would safety signs and contact information signs be located on the carport structures? Where?

Environmental Effects and Mitigation Measures

Referencing Petition pp. 5, 13 and 16, what is the distance of each wetland from the nearest facility
limit of disturbance?
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Referencing Petition p. 20, what is the approximate distance from the proposed site to each of the
five identified scenic and recreational areas?

Facility Construction
What is the approximate total limit of disturbance to develop the site? Pursuant to RCSA §16-50j-
2a(29), “Site” means a contiguous parcel of property with specified boundaries, including, but not
limited to, the leased area, right-of-way, access and easements on which a facility and associated
equipment is located, shall be located or is proposed to be located. (RCSA §16-50j-2a(29)(2025))
Referencing Petition Appendix A — Geotechnical Report and Appendix B, provide an estimate of
the volume of footing excavation spoils (pavement, sub-base, and soil) to be generated, and identify

the proposed disposal or reuse location for excess material.

Referencing Petition p. 17 and Appendix B — Sheet 2.31, would development of the site comply
with the current Connecticut Stormwater Quality Manual?

Referencing Petition p. 17, approximately where would the construction staging area and/or
materials storage area be located?

Facility Maintenance

Referencing Petition Appendix B, would the solar car ports have vehicle height restrictions? How
will this be enforced (ex. signage)?

Referencing Petition Appendix B, could the underside of the canopy arrays and the potential for
these areas to act as shelters or nesting areas for birds and/or insects?

Would CEFIA store any replacement modules on-site in the event solar panels are damaged or are
not functioning properly? If so, where? How would damaged panels be detected?

Decommissioning

Referencing Petition p. 12, please describe and/or provide any provisions in the lease agreement
related to decommissioning or site restoration at the end of the facility’s useful life.



