
 

STATE OF CONNECTICUT 
CONNECTICUT SITING COUNCIL  

Ten Franklin Square, New Britain, CT  06051 
Phone: (860) 827-2935  Fax: (860) 827-2950 

E-Mail: siting.council@ct.gov 
Web Site: portal.ct.gov/csc 

 
VIA ELECTRONIC MAIL 
 
October 31, 2025 
 
Keith Ainsworth, Esq. 
Law Offices of Keith R. Ainsworth, Esq., LLC 
51 Elm Street, Suite 201 
New Haven, CT 06510 
keithainsworth@live.com  
 
RE: PETITION NO. 1690 – The Connecticut Light and Power Company d/b/a Eversource Energy 

petition for a declaratory ruling, pursuant to Connecticut General Statutes §4-176 and §16-50k, for 
the Haddam Substation to East Haddam Junction Line Rebuild Project consisting of the 
replacement and reconductoring of electric transmission line structures along approximately 1.5 
miles of its existing 115-kilovolt (kV) 1772 Line and 345-kV 348 Line shared right-of-way and 
associated Connecticut River Crossing between Haddam Substation in Haddam and East Haddam 
Junction in East Haddam, Connecticut, and related electric transmission line and substation 
improvements. Request for Intervenor and CEPA Intervenor Status. Request for a Public 
Hearing. 

 
Dear Attorney Ainsworth: 
 
In response to the request of October 17, 2025, during a regular meeting held on October 30, 2025, pursuant 
to Connecticut General Statutes §4-177a, § 16-50n and § 22a-19, the Connecticut Siting Council (Council) 
granted Intervenor and Connecticut Environmental Protection Act (CEPA) Intervenor status in Petition No. 
1690 to the Connecticut River Gateway Commission (CRGC).  
 
All filings submitted to the Council must consist of an original and 15 copies with the petition number, 
properly collated and paginated, and bound.  In accordance with the State Solid Waste Management Plan, 
the Council is requesting that all filings be submitted on recyclable paper, primarily regular weight white 
office paper.  Please avoid using heavy stock paper, colored paper, and metal or plastic binders and 
separators.  It is also requested that an electronic version of all filings be sent to siting.council@ct.gov. 
 
The Council’s preferred service to parties and intervenors is electronic mail.  If you wish to receive hard 
copies of documents via regular mail, please notify the Council in writing.  Parties and intervenors are 
required to serve all other parties and intervenors a copy of any material submitted in this petition, unless 
service is waived.  A copy of the current service list can be found on the Council’s website for this 
proceeding. 
 
Copies of all documents filed to date in this proceeding are available for your review at the Council’s office 
and on the Council’s website under pending matters.  Pursuant to Section 16-50j-16 of the Regulations 
Connecticut State Agencies, you or your representative are responsible for obtaining and reviewing all of 
the materials for the proceeding.  Enclosed for your convenience is the Council’s Guide to Party and 
Intervenor Status. Please contact me if you require any further information regarding the Council’s 
procedure.  
 
Also, during the regular meeting held on October 30, 2025, the Council denied CRGC’s October 17, 2025 
Request for a Public Hearing and set the date by which to render a final decision on the above-referenced 
petition for a declaratory ruling as no later than March 18, 2026 in accordance with Section 4-176(e) of the 
Connecticut General Statutes and Section 16-50j-40(c) of the Regulations of Connecticut State Agencies. 
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Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Melanie Bachman  
Executive Director 
 
MAB/RDM/dll 
 
Enclosure: Revised Schedule, dated October 31, 2025 
 
c:   Service List, dated October 31, 2025 



 

Revised 10/31/2025 
 

 
 
 
 

REVISED SCHEDULE 
 

 
PETITION NO. 1690 – The Connecticut Light and Power Company d/b/a Eversource Energy 
petition for a declaratory ruling, pursuant to Connecticut General Statutes §4-176 and §16-50k, for 
the Haddam Substation to East Haddam Junction Line Rebuild Project consisting of the replacement 
and reconductoring of electric transmission line structures along approximately 1.5 miles of its 
existing 115-kilovolt (kV) 1772 Line and 345-kV 348 Line shared right-of-way and associated 
Connecticut River Crossing between Haddam Substation in Haddam and East Haddam Junction in 
East Haddam, Connecticut, and related electric transmission line and substation improvements. 
 
Petition received 09/19/2025 
Public Comment Period Deadline 10/19/2025 
Public Comment Period Deadline with Extension 11/07/2025 
Deadline for Municipal Comments 10/19/2025 
Deadline for Municipal Comments with Extension 11/07/2025 
Council 60-Day Action – Set Date for Decision to 03/18/2026 10/30/2025 
Deadline for Action 11/18/2025 
Deadline for Final Decision 03/18/2026 
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CONNECTICUT SITING COUNCIL INFORMATION GUIDE TO PARTY AND INTERVENOR 
STATUS IN A PETITION FOR A DECLARATORY RULING WITHOUT A PUBLIC HEARING 
 
1. The Connecticut Siting Council 
 
The Connecticut Siting Council (Council) consists of nine members from all over the state. Five members 
are appointed by the Governor and four members are designees of the Senate, the House, the Commissioner 
of Energy and Environmental Protection and the Chairperson of the Public Utilities Regulatory Authority. 
At least two members are experienced in the field of ecology and no members have a professional affiliation 
with any utility, facility, hazardous waste facility or ash residue disposal area. The Council reviews the 
location and the need for cell towers, power plants, power lines and other energy and telecommunications 
infrastructure, and any substantial adverse environmental impacts. 
 
 
2. Petition for a Declaratory Ruling 
 
Some electric generating and energy storage facilities, including, but not limited to, renewable facilities, 
and any modifications to existing energy facilities, are required to be approved by declaratory ruling. The 
Council develops a schedule when a petition for a declaratory ruling is received. Within sixty (60) days of 
receipt of a petition for a declaratory ruling, the Council may decide to hold a public hearing, but a public 
hearing is not required by law. The 60-day deadline may not be extended and may not coincide with a 
Council meeting date. If the Council decides not to hold a public hearing, the petition proceeding is held 
“on the papers.” This means the Council and the participants in the petition proceeding ask and answer 
questions about the proposal in writing.  
 
 
3. Nature of Siting Council Petition Proceedings  
 
The Council’s proceedings are very different from a local planning and zoning hearing or a town meeting. 
The Council jurisdiction is limited to hearing applications presented to it; the Council has no planning 
function. Council proceedings are governed by state statute: specifically, the Uniform Administrative 
Procedure Act and the Public Utility Environmental Standards Act. The Council maintains web pages that 
contain record materials for each proceeding that is pending before the Council. 
 
 
4. Participants in Siting Council Public Hearings  
 
The participants in a Council proceeding on a petition for a declaratory ruling without a public hearing 
consist of the following: 
 

a. Petitioner: The petitioner is the developer proposing to build an electric generating or energy 
storage facility at a particular site or a facility owner proposing to modify an existing electric 
generating facility at a site and is a party in the proceeding. The petitioner files evidence with the 
Council and answers written questions from the Council and other participants in the proceeding. 
Written questions from the Council and other participants are limited to the subject matter that is 
filed. The petitioner may ask written questions of other parties and intervenors on evidence that 
was submitted by those parties and intervenors. 

  
b. Parties and Intervenors: Parties and intervenors are participants in the proceeding who requested 

party or intervenor status from the Council and were granted such status. Both parties and 
intervenors may file evidence with the Council and ask written questions of other parties and 
intervenors in the proceeding.  
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c. Written Limited Appearance Statements: Limited appearance statements are made by residents 
and other persons who would like to express their comments and concerns about the proposed 
electric generating facility site or any modifications to an existing energy facility site by submitting 
a written statement to the Council in accordance with the Council’s schedule for the proceeding. 
They may not ask written questions of the petitioner, parties and intervenors, or the Council.  
 

No person who is a party or intervenor in the proceeding may also make a written limited 
appearance statement. 
 
 
5. Council Review of Petitions for Declaratory Rulings 
 
Companies present the Council with a petition for a declaratory ruling for construction of a new electric 
generating or energy storage facility or for modifications to an existing energy facility site. The Council 
does not select sites for electric generating or storage facilities that are not proposed by the petitioner. Also, 
the Council does not have powers of eminent domain. This means that the Council may not take property 
or any portion of property from a private owner for the purpose of siting an electric generating or energy 
storage facility.  
 
The petitioner has the burden of proving to the Council that construction and operation of the proposed 
facility at the site selected would not result in a substantial adverse environmental impact.  
 
The role of the Council is to review the petitioner’s evidence of environmental impact for the selected site.  
 
After balancing the public benefit against the environmental impact, the Council makes a decision to 
approve or deny the proposed site, or to approve the site with modifications and to approve or deny 
modifications to existing sites, or to approve modifications to existing sites with modifications. The 
decision is made at a Council meeting in accordance with the schedule for the proceeding. Council meetings 
are typically held at the Council’s office, and all agendas are publicly noticed. 
 
Regular meetings of the Council are not public hearings for which the opportunity for public comment is 
provided.  During regular meetings, the Council deliberates and votes on matters that are on the meeting 
agenda.  The public is welcome to join and listen to regular meetings, but there is no provision for public 
comment during regular meetings.   
 
 
  




