STATE OF CONNECTICUT

CONNECTICUT SITING COUNCIL
Ten Franklin Square, New Britain, CT 06051

Phone: (860) 827-2935 Fax: (860) 827-2950

E-Mail: siting.council@ct.gov
Web Site: portal.ct.gov/csc

VIA ELECTRONIC MAIL
December 1, 2025

Kathy Czepiel

CT Land Protection Manager
Save the Sound

127 Church St., 2d Floor
New Haven, CT 06510
kczepiel@savethesound.org

RE:  PETITION NO. 1690 — The Connecticut Light and Power Company d/b/a Eversource
Energy petition for a declaratory ruling, pursuant to Connecticut General Statutes §4-176
and §16-50k, for the Haddam Substation to East Haddam Junction Line Rebuild Project
consisting of the replacement and reconductoring of electric transmission line structures
along approximately 1.5 miles of its existing 115-kilovolt (kV) 1772 Line and 345-kV 348
Line shared right-of-way and associated Connecticut River Crossing between Haddam
Substation in Haddam and East Haddam Junction in East Haddam, Connecticut, and related
electric transmission line and substation improvements.

Dear Kathy Czepiel:

The Connecticut Siting Council (Council) is in receipt of your recent correspondence and Request
for a Public Hearing, dated November 26, 2025, on behalf of Save the Sound, concerning Petition
No. 1690. Thank you for taking the time to provide the Council with the comments.

Please be advised that Petition No. 1690 was submitted to the Council on September 19, 2025.
Upon receipt of the petition, the Council developed a deliberate schedule in accordance with

Connecticut General Statutes (CGS) §4-176. This schedule included an original comment period
deadline of October 19, 2025.

On October 14, 2025, a Haddam resident requested an extension of time to submit comments on
Petition No. 1690. On October 15, 2025, the Council granted an extension of time for comments
from any interested person to November 7, 2025.

On October 17, 2025, as noted in your correspondence, the Connecticut River Gateway
Commission (CRGC) requested Intervenor and CEPA Intervenor status and a public hearing in
Petition No. 1690.

During a regular meeting held on October 30, 2025, the Council voted to grant the CRGC requests
for Intervenor and CEPA Intervenor status, to deny the request for a public hearing, and consistent
with the 60-day action deadline for a petition for a declaratory ruling under CGS §4-176e, to set
the date by which to render a decision in Petition No. 1690 as no later than March 18, 2026.

Therefore, the November 26, 2025 Save the Sound request for a public hearing is moot.
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Before reaching a final decision on any petition, the Council must carefully consider all of the facts
contained in the evidentiary record that is developed by the Council, the petitioner, parties and
intervenors in the proceeding, and consider all of the concerns received from members of the public
who submit written statements to the Council

This petition will be placed on a future Council meeting agenda for discussion and decision. Please
note that you can view the petition filing on the Council’s website at https://portal.ct.gov/csc under
the “Pending Matters” link. You may also keep apprised of Council events on the website calendar
and meeting agenda.

Thank you for your interest and concern in this very important matter.
Please contact our office if you have any questions.

Sincerely,

Melanie A. Bachman
Executive Director

MAB/RDM/dIl

c: Service List, dated October 31, 2025
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ES Save the Sound’

‘m Action for our region’s environment.

November 26, 2025

Executive Director Melanie Bachman
Melanie.Bachman@ct.gov
Connecticut Siting Council

Ten Franklin Square

New Britain, CT 06051

Re: Petition 1690, Haddam Substation to East Haddam Junction Rebuild Project; Towns of Haddam and
East Haddam, Connecticut

Executive Director Bachman and Members of the Connecticut Siting Council:

Save the Sound is a nonprofit organization representing over 5,000 member households and 19,000
activists throughout the Long Island Sound region with a mission to protect and improve the region’s
land, air, and water. We strongly urge the Connecticut Siting Council to hold a public hearing on Petition
1690, Haddam Substation to East Haddam Junction Rebuild Project; Towns of Haddam and East
Haddam, Connecticut.

Contrary to the claims of Eversource in its Petition that “the proposed modifications would not resultin a
substantial adverse effect on the environment, nor would they result in adverse effects to existing scenic,
historical, or recreational values,” this project presents multiple potentially substantial environmental
impacts over the course of multiple years, as evidenced by the following facts laid out in the Petition:

e Sixwetlands and four watercourses are located in the project area, including one with an
embedded vernal pool.

e The Petition states, “None of the existing 1772 or 348 line structures are presently within wetlands
and none of the proposed replacement structures would be located in wetlands. Therefore, the
Project will not result in any permanent adverse effects to wetlands.” This statement discounts the
possibility of impacts to wetlands as a result of access and staging operations.

e The Petition acknowledges that two temporary work pads and an access road will need to be
constructed outside the existing Right of Way; details regarding restoration of these areas are
incomplete, nor is restoration even promised. The Petition states that “consultations” will occur
with private property owners who have allowed temporary work pads on their property, and “If an
individual property owner requests restoration measures, the Company’s Project representatives
would work with the property owner on mitigation options” (9.8). This statement does not
constitute a good faith promise to fully restore disturbed areas.



e The construction area is located in a state Natural Diversity Database area and a New England
Cottontail Focus Area.

e Eversource BMPs are mentioned numerous times but are not attached to the Petition, making it
impossible for the public to determine whether those practices will appropriately protect natural
resources that may be impacted by the project.

These are just a few statements from the Petition itself that call into question the claim of no substantial
adverse impact. Potential impacts extend beyond abutters to the property, the only parties who were
contacted by Eversource. Disturbances can be anticipated for additional neighbors related to new
access roads, movement of heavy equipment on existing access roads, construction noise, visual
impacts, wetlands and wildlife impacts, and more. Additional stakeholders deserve the opportunity to
comment on a project of this scope, encompassing a mile-and-a-half crossing of the Connecticut River
and a timeline running into 2027.

The Connecticut Gateway Commission, intervenors in this case, called for a public hearing in their
Application to Intervene Under CEPA, writing that “the lack of a full environmental impact analysis and a
detailed analysis and comparison of alternatives to the proposed activities and their costs suggests that
a public hearing process will assist the Council in engaging in complete consideration of the proposed
activities.” That request was inappropriately denied.

The Petition acknowledges that approximately one mile of the project is located within the Connecticut
River Gateway Conservation Zone, and that the Connecticut River Gateway Commission “was created to
preserve the Zone’s ‘natural and traditional character’” and serves as a coordinating body among the
eight municipalities within its area “to achieve a balance between preservation and development” (5.1).
The Gateway Commission has a statutory role of protecting and preserving the Gateway Conservation
Zone; when the Gateway Commission requests a public hearing for a project within that Zone, that
request should be granted.

Save the Sound urges the Connecticut Siting Council to hold a public hearing on Petition 1690 for all of
the above reasons. Stakeholders throughout this portion of the Connecticut River Valley deserve greater
detail regarding the environmental impacts and restoration measures involved in this proposed major
project and an opportunity to respond to that information in order to contribute to an improved outcome
for all.

Respectfully,

Kathy Czepiel
CT Land Protection Manager



