
STATE OF CONNECTICUT 
SITING COUNCIL 

 
PETITION No. 1690 - The Connecticut Light and Power Company d/b/a Eversource 
Energy petition for a declaratory ruling, pursuant to Connecticut General Statutes §4-
176 and §16-50k, for the Haddam Substation to East Haddam Junction Line Rebuild 
Project consisting of the replacement and reconductoring of electric transmission line 
structures along approximately 1.5 miles of its existing 115-kilovolt (kV) 1772 Line and 
345-kV 348 Line shared right-of-way and associated Connecticut River Crossing 
between Haddam Substation in Haddam and East Haddam Junction in East Haddam, 
Connecticut, and related electric transmission line and substation improvements. 
 
                                                                                  NOVEMBER 7, 2025 
 

INTERVENOR’S COMMENTS  
 

          The Connecticut River Gateway Commission, Inc. ("CRGC") hereby submits its 

comments regarding the Project. 

       

 

1. Has the Connecticut River Gateway Commission raised concerns 

regarding the project? What were their concerns and how were they addressed? 

2. Have any of the lines experienced any operational issues? Provide operation and 

outage reports. 

3. Are the existing structures visible from the abutting residential property? How 

would the Project change visibility from the abutting property? 

4. How would the Project change the visibility from the Connecticut River? 

5. What is the total estimated cost of the Project? Of the cost total, what costs 

would be regionalized, and what costs would be localized? Estimate the 

percentages of the total cost that would be borne by Eversource ratepayers, 

Connecticut ratepayers, and the remainder of New England (excluding 

Connecticut) ratepayers, as applicable. 

6. Has Petitioner analyzed the alternative of placing the replacement transmission 



lines underground as they cross the Connecticut River? If so, please provide: 

a.  the analysis of the costs of this alternative  

b. specifying which costs are attributable to each aspect of the alternative 

c. the period of time (years) over which the costs are amortized or to be 

recovered 

d. an analysis of recovery of the costs over a 30-year recovery period. 

7. Will the Project cost be collected through rates? Which Eversource customers 

will be charged for the recovery of the costs of the Project or any alternative? 

What is the estimated rate increase for Eversource customers? Explain. 

8. Provide a detailed breakdown of Project costs, including but not limited to; 

engineering and indirect, structures and conductor installation/replacement 

(excluding river crossing), river crossing structures and conductors, substation 

work, commissioning; and environmental. 

9. Please provide the costs Eversource incurred for undergrounding of any 

transmission lines which cross the Connecticut River which were 

installed/replaced in the last 15 years. 

10. Please provide the costs Eversource incurred for undergrounding any 

transmission lines which run beneath any water body which were 

installed/replaced in the last 15 years. 

11. Did Eversource consult with the Connecticut Airport Authority (CAA) or the FAA? 

If so, what comments were received from CAA or FAA, and how were such 

comments addressed? 

12. Referencing Petition p. 26, provide the proposed marking/lighting plans and 

marker ball plans if 

13. available and describe how the plans comply with any FAA marking/lighting 

standards. 

14. 30. Referencing Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) consultation; a) on what 



date did Eversource file its Notice of Proposed Construction or Alteration with the 

Federal Aviation Administration (FAA)? 

b) on what date did FAA indicate that the proposed structures did not exceed the 

Notice Criteria? 

c) submit the FAA determination for the project. 

d) what is the diameter and color of the marker balls? 

e) What specific conductors would have marker balls? 

f) how many marker balls are required? 

g) would the marker balls require lighting? If yes, submit lighting details. 

 

15.  Please provide photo-simulations to include the FAA marker balls. 

16.  What is the status of the filing to the State Historic Preservation Office and the 

Tribal Historic Preservation Offices? And if any response has been received, 

please provide. 

17. Is the Project in proximity to osprey or bald eagle habitat? Describe mitigation 

procedures, if any, if an osprey or bald eagle nest is located on a structure to 

removed. Would the design of the replacement structures deter osprey or bald 

eagle nesting? 

18. Are any residential areas within the area with increased year-round visibility? If 

yes, describe the views of the facility from these areas? 

19. What is the finish of the river crossing structures? Would the replacement 

structures have the same finish? If not, what finish would have the least visual 

impact from the scenic overlooks in Eagle Landing Park, the Goodspeed Opera 

House, the Connecticut River, and adjacent areas? 

20. What are the costs associated with different finish options? 

21. Describe how the Project river crossing conforms to the Federal Energy 

Regulatory Commission, Electric Power Transmission and the Environment 



Guidelines for the Protection of Natural, Historic, Scenic, and Recreational 

Values in the Design and Location of Rights-of-way and Transmission Facilities. 

22. What permits are required to complete the project from CTDEEP, Army Corps of 

Engineers, USEPA or other entities (other than the CT Siting Council)? What is 

the status of these permits? When will (were) applications be submitted? 

 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

The Connecticut River Gateway Commission, 

 
By_____________________ 
Keith R. Ainsworth, Esq. 
Law Offices of Keith R. Ainsworth, Esq., L.L.C. #403269 
51 Elm Street, Suite 201 
New Haven, CT 06510-2049 
(203) 435-2014 
keithrainsworth@live.com   
 
                                            CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 
 
     This is to certify that a true copy of the foregoing was deposited in the United States 
mail, first-class, postage pre-paid this 7th day of November 2025 and addressed to: 
 
Ms. Melanie Bachman, Executive Director, Connecticut Siting Council, 10 Franklin 
Square, New Britain, CT 06051 (1 orig, 15 copies, plus 1 electronic) (US 
Mail/electronic). 
 
And electronic copies to the service list as attached: 
 
Deborah Denfeld, Esq. for Eversource 
Team Lead – Transmission Siting 
Eversource Energy 
P.O. Box 270 
Hartford, CT 06141 
Phone: (860) 728-4654 
deborah.denfeld@eversource.com 
 

mailto:keithrainsworth@live.com


 
_______________________ 
Keith R. Ainsworth, Esq.  

     


