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June 11, 2025 
 
Mr. Paul Vitaliano 
CT Director of Land Development 
Vanasse Hangen Brustlin, Inc. 
100 Great Meadow Road, Suite 200 
Wethersfield, Connecticut 06109 
 
RE:  Additional Phase IB Cultural Resources Reconnaissance Survey of a Proposed Solar Facility at 54 

South Street in Morris, Connecticut.  
 
Mr. Vitaliano,  
 
Heritage Consultants, LLC (Heritage) is pleased to provide Vanasse Hangen Brustlin, Inc., (VHB) in support 
of Greenskies, with this addendum report for the completion of Additional Phase IB survey of the 
proposed Solar Facility at 54 South Street in Morris, Connecticut (Figure 1). Overall, the proposed Project 
will occupy approximately 25.4 acres of within a larger 57.2 acre parcel located to the south of West Street 
and to the west of South Street and will include solar arrays and associated infrastructure (Figure 2). The 
Project area is situated at elevations ranging between 331 to 350 meters (1,086 to 1,148 feet) NGVD.  The 
Project parcel is bound by residential development to the north and west, as well as forested land and 
agricultural fields to the east and south.  
 
Heritage completed an initial Phase IB cultural resources reconnaissance survey of the project area in 
December of 2024. In April of 2025, VHB requested that additional limited Phase 1B survey be conducted 
within the southcentral portion of the Project area and within the location of previously identified 
archaeological Site 1 in the northwest portion of the Project area to assess that site applying the National 
Register of Historic Places  criteria for evaluation (36 CFR 60.4 [a-d]) and accommodate construction of a 
newly proposed stormwater detention pond. Heritage completed the Additional Phase IB survey work in 
June of 2025. All fieldwork associated with this survey was performed in accordance with the 
Environmental Review Primer for Connecticut’s Archaeological Resources (Poirier 1987) promulgated by the 
Connecticut State Historic Preservation Office (CT-SHPO). The remainder of this letter reviews the results of 
the Previous Phase IB work, as well as the results of the Additional Phase IB survey.  
 
Results of Previous Phase IB Cultural Resources Reconnaissance Survey 
During the previous Phase IB survey in December of 2024, two archaeological sites were identified, and 
they were referred to as Sites 1 and 2. Site 1 was recorded in the northwestern portion of the Project 
parcel, and Site 2 was identified in the south-central portion of the Project area. These sites produced a 
variety of precontact era and post-Contact period artifacts from both plowzone (Ap-Horizon) and B-
Horizon contexts. The post-European Contact period artifacts within both site areas represented field 
scatter; they were assessed as lacking research potential and the qualities of significance for listing the 
National Register of Historic Places applying the criteria for evaluation (36 CFR 60.4 [a-d]). No additional 
examination of these components of Sites 1 and 2 was recommended. Both sites also contained 
precontact era artifacts (lithic object) in light to moderate concentrations and within intact subsoils. Both 
sites were assessed as potentially significant applying the National Register of Historic Places applying the 
criteria for evaluation (36 CFR 60.4 [a-d]), and avoidance of them during construction was recommended. 
If that was not possible, additional archaeological testing of them was recommended. 
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Since submission of the previous Phase IB report in December of 2024, Greenskies has updated its project 
plans such that the solar array planned for the Site 2 area will consist of an above-ground ballasted system 
that will little, if any, impacts to local soils. As a result, no additional testing of the previously identified 
Site 2 area was needed. However, Greenskies has also added a stormwater detention basin to the west 
of the Site 2 area. The remainder of this report presents the results of additional Phase IB testing that 
encompassed the newly proposed stormwater detention basin and the previously identified Site 1 area. 
For a full discussion of the results of the previous Phase IB survey, please see Heritage Consultants, LLC 
2025. 
 
Results of Additional Phase IB Cultural Resources Reconnaissance Survey 
The Additional Phase IB survey areas, including the proposed stormwater detention basin, are situated in 
the southcentral portion of the initial survey area and in the area previously identified as Site 1, 
respectively (Figure 3). At the time of the survey, the terrain on both areas was characterized as 
agricultural fields with predominantly level topography (Photos 1 through 4). During the supplemental 
Phase IB investigation, eight shovel tests were excavated to the west of Site 2 and throughout the 
proposed stormwater detention pond. The survey shovel tests were placed along a single survey transect 
at 30 meter (98 foot) intervals, and testing was commensurate with that previously completed throughout 
the Site 2 area. Some shovel tests in this area were offset from the established transect due to the 
presence of standing water. Each shovel test measured 50 x 50 centimeter (19.7 x 19.7 inch) in size, and 
were excavated until glacially derived C-Horizon, immovable object (e.g., boulders, large tree roots) or 
water was encountered. Shovel tests were excavated in 10 centimeter (3.9 inch) arbitrary levels within 
natural strata, and the fill from each level was screened separately through 0.635-centimeter (0.25 inch) 
hardware cloth. Soil characteristics were recorded in the field using Munsell Soil Color Charts and standard 
soils nomenclature. Each shovel test was backfilled after it was fully documented.  
 
A typical shovel test excavated within the proposed stormwater detention pond area exhibited a single 
soil horizon before excavation was terminated upon encountering ground water. This horizon was defined 
by an Ap-Horizon (plowzone) that extended from the surface to 25 cmbs (0 to 9.8 inbs); it and consisted 
of a deposit of dark brown (10YR 3/3) sandy loam. This stratigraphy is exemplified in the digital profile of 
Shovel Test 3 along Survey Transect  (Figure 4). Despite careful testing, no additional cultural materials 
dating from either the precontact era or post-European Contact period were recovered subsurface 
deposits within the proposed stormwater detention pond area; however a single quartz biface fragment 
and 1 quartz utilized flake were recovered from the ground surface. No evidence of above or below-
ground cultural features was observed. It was determined that the artifacts recovered from the surface 
of the proposed stormwater detention pond do not provide any additional insights in the use, occupation, 
or significance of Site 2 area to the east. As a result no additional archaeological examination is 
recommended prior to construction of the proposed stormwater detention pond. 
 
In addition, Heritage personnel excavated 14 additional shovel tests throughout the Site 1 area during the 
supplemental Phase IB work. They were placed at 15 meter (49 foot) intervals between previously 
identified shovel test that yielded cultural material during the initial Phase IB survey. A typical shovel test 
excavated in the Site 1 area exhibited three soil horizons in profile and extended to a depth of 68 
centimeters below surface (cmbs) (26.7 inches below surface [inbs]). The uppermost soil horizon was 
defined by an Ap-Horizon (plowzone) that extended from the surface to 43 cmbs (0 to 16.9 inbs) and 
consisted of a deposit of dark brown (10YR 3/3) sandy loam. The underlying B-Horizon (subsoil) was 
characterized by a layer of olive brown (2.5Y 4/4) sandy loam that reached from 43 to 57 cmbs (16.9 to 
22.4 inbs). Finally, the glacially derived C-Horizon was encountered at 57 cmbs and extended to the base 
of the test pit at 68 cmbs (22.4 to 26.7 inbs); it was classified as a deposit of light olive brown (5Y 6/2) 



 

830 Berlin Turnpike, Berlin, Connecticut 06037 
Phone (860) 299-6328 

Email: dgeorge@heritage-consultants.com 

sandy loam with gravel. This stratigraphy is exemplified in the digital profile of Shovel  Test 7 along Survey 
Transect 1 (Figure 5).  
 
Artifacts dating from the post-European Contact period recovered during the Additional Phase IB shovel 
testing of Site 1 were limited to 1 clear flat glass shard, 1 olive bottle glass shard, and 1 white salt glazed 
ceramic sherd (Photo 5). The glass fragments were recovered from the Ap-Horizon (plowzone), and the 
ceramic sherd was recovered at the interface between the Ap-Horizon (plowzone) and B-Horizon (subsoil) 
context. Laboratory analysis of these artifacts revealed they have a general date range of late nineteenth 
though twentieth century and are likely related to domestic and agricultural use of the land. The post-
European Contact period artifacts represented additional examples of field scatter. They lack research 
potential and the qualities of significance for listing the National Register of Historic Places applying the 
criteria for evaluation (36 CFR 60.4 [a-d]). No additional examination of the component of Site 1 is 
recommended.  
 
Further, despite careful testing, no additional artifacts dating from the precontact era were recovered 
during the excavation of the Additional Phase IB shovel test in the Site 1 areas; however single quartz flake 
was recovered from the ground surface (Photo 6). The quartz flake does not add any other significant 
information as to the date, integrity, or significance of Site 1. The Additional Phase IB shovel testing also 
failed to identify any cultural features. Collectively, the previous Phase IB and Additional Phase IB survey 
data suggest that the precontact era of Site 1 is an ephemeral deposit of stone tool chipping debris. It 
lacks research potential and the qualities of significance applying the National Register of Historic Places 
criteria for evaluation (36 CFR 60.4 [a-d]). No additional archaeological examination of Site 1 is 
recommended prior to construction. 
 
If you have any questions regarding this technical report, please do not hesitate to contact me at 
dgeorge@heritage-consultants.com or at (860) 299-6328. We are at your service. 
 
 
 
 
David R. George, M.A., R.P.A. 
Heritage Consultants, LLC 
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Figure 1. Excerpt from a USGS 7.5’ series topographic quadrangle image showing the location of the Project parcel in Morris, 
Connecticut. 
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Figure 2.  Plans for the Solar project in Morris, Connecticut. 
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Figure 3.  Plan view of Project parcel in Morris, Connecticut that shows the Initial Phase 1B and Additional Phase IB testing locations. 
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Figure 4.   Digital Profile of STP 3 along Survey Transect 1 in the 
proposed stormwater detention pond area. 
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Figure 6. Digital Profile of STP 7 along Survey Transect 1 in 
Area of Site 1.   
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Photo 1. Overview photo of the Additional Phase IB Survey of the 
proposed stormwater detention basin, facing to the north. 

Photo 2. Overview photo of the Additional Phase IB Survey of the 
proposed stormwater detention basin, facing to the south. 
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Photo 4. Overview photo of the Additional Phase IB Survey area with 
underway in Site 1. Photo facing to the North. 

Photo 3. Overview photo of the Additional Phase IB Survey area with 
underway in Site 1. Photo facing to the South.  


