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June 25, 2025

Melanie A. Bachman
Executive Director
Connecticut Siting Council
10 Franklin Square

New Britain, CT 06051

Re: Greenskies Clean Energy — Artillery Road, Woodbury, Proposed 2.75-Megawatt AC
Solar Generating Facility

Dear Executive Director Bachman:

Pursuant to 16-50k(a) of the Connecticut General Statutes, we have reviewed the above cited
project with respect to agricultural impacts, specifically, to determine whether “...such project
will not materially affect the status of such land as prime farmland...”

This project will be located on a 61.9 parcel off Artillery Road and Quassapaug Road in
Woodbury, CT, a 61.9 acre parcel owned by Beth and Carl Siemon and Taylor Markovits. The
proposed solar facility would occupy approximately 13.5 acres, of which 8 acres are classified as
prime farmland soils.

In an email to the Department of Agriculture, dated April 28, 2025, the Petitioner (Greenskies
Clean Energy LLC) has agreed to design and manage within the Project Site a versatile
agricultural co-use model that maintains ecological integrity while enabling active farming. Key
practices such as no-till planting, cover cropping, compost amendment, delayed mowing, and
integrated pest management shall be implemented in addition to the following activities:
1. Vegetable row cropping (e.g., squash, zucchini, kale, beans) in higher sunlight zones
between rows;
2. Shade-tolerant specialty crops such as culinary mushrooms (shiitake, oyster) grown under
solar panels or in dedicated shaded structures;
3. Perennial culinary herbs (e.g., thyme, oregano, lavender, mint) that complement
pollinator species and require minimal intervention;
4. Berry and small fruit production (e.g., currants, gooseberries, elderberries), which can
thrive with partial sunlight; and
5. Planting of perennial warm season grasses.

Based on preliminary information provided to the Agency (enclosed), and the successful
implementation of the co-uses described in the attached, the Department of Agriculture concludes
this project will not materially affect the status of project land as prime farmland.

This letter is conditioned upon all dual use plans being fully implemented and operational for the
duration of the solar installation. If the Petitioner sells the solar project to another entity, dual use
programing and decommissioning responsibilities must carry over to the new owner.



Should any project changes raise concerns to the Agency, we reserve the right to modify our
position on this project, including opposing it, as detailed plans are provided by the Petitioner.
Nothing in this letter relieves the Petitioner of other obligations under applicable federal, state,
and local law that may be necessary as part of the proposed project design and implementation.

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Jaime Smith of my staff. Jaime can be
reached at jaime.smith@ct.gov.

Sincerely,

Commissioner

Enc.  Artillery Road Proposed Agricultural Co Use
Woodbury DOAG Map
Woodbury Soil Management Plan for Construction
Woodbury Soil Health Assessment
Woodbury Vegetation and Soil Management Plan Post Construction

Cc: Katie Dykes, Commissioner, Department of Energy and Environmental Protection
Gabe Rusk, Greenskies Clean Energy LLC
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