
 

STATE OF CONNECTICUT 
CONNECTICUT SITING COUNCIL  

Ten Franklin Square, New Britain, CT  06051 
Phone: (860) 827-2935  Fax: (860) 827-2950 

E-Mail: siting.council@ct.gov 
Web Site: portal.ct.gov/csc 

 
VIA ELECTRONIC MAIL 
 
November 13, 2024 
 
Deborah Denfeld 
Team Lead – Transmission Siting  
Eversource Energy  
P.O. Box 270 
Hartford, CT 06141 
deborah.denfeld@eversource.com 
 
RE: PETITION NO. 1640 - The Connecticut Light and Power Company d/b/a Eversource Energy 

petition for a declaratory ruling, pursuant to Connecticut General Statutes §4-176 and §16-50k, for 
the proposed Towantic Substation to Beacon Falls Junction Rebuild Project consisting of the 
replacement and reconductoring of electric transmission line structures along approximately 4.6 
miles of two of its existing electric transmission line right-of-ways shared by its existing 115-kilovolt 
(kV) 1142, 1319, 1403, 1580, 1619, and 1808 Lines between Towantic Substation, Christian Street 
Junction and Beacon Falls Junction in Oxford, Connecticut, and related electric transmission line and 
substation improvements.  Council Interrogatories to Petitioner. 

 
Dear Deborah Denfeld: 
 
The Connecticut Siting Council (Council) requests your responses to the enclosed questions no later than 
December 4, 2024.  Please submit an original and 15 copies to the Council’s office and an electronic copy 
to siting.council@ct.gov. In accordance with the State Solid Waste Management Plan and in accordance 
with Section 16-50j-12 of the Regulations of Connecticut State Agencies, the Council requests all filings 
be submitted on recyclable paper, primarily regular weight white office paper.  Please avoid using heavy 
stock paper, colored paper, and metal or plastic binders and separators.  Fewer copies of bulk material may 
be provided as appropriate. 
 
Please be advised that the original and 15 copies are required to be submitted to the Council’s office 
on or before the December 4, 2024 deadline. 
 
Copies of your responses are required to be provided to all parties and intervenors listed in the service list, 
which can be found on the Council’s website under the “Pending Matters” link. 
 
Any request for an extension of time to submit responses to interrogatories shall be submitted to the Council 
in writing pursuant to §16-50j-22a of the Regulations of Connecticut State Agencies. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Melanie Bachman 
Executive Director 
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MAB/MP 
 
c:  Kathleen M. Shanley, Eversource Energy (Kathleen.shanley@eversource.com) 
 
Enclosure: Revised Schedule, dated November 13, 2024

mailto:Kathleen.shanley@eversource.com


 

Revised 11/13/2024 
 

 

 
 

REVISED SCHEDULE 
 

 
PETITION NO. 1640 - The Connecticut Light and Power Company d/b/a Eversource Energy 
petition for a declaratory ruling, pursuant to Connecticut General Statutes §4-176 and §16-50k, for 
the proposed Towantic Substation to Beacon Falls Junction Rebuild Project consisting of the 
replacement and reconductoring of electric transmission line structures along approximately 4.6 
miles of two of its existing electric transmission line right-of-ways shared by its existing 115-kilovolt 
(kV) 1142, 1319, 1403, 1580, 1619, and 1808 Lines between Towantic Substation, Christian Street 
Junction and Beacon Falls Junction in Oxford, Connecticut, and related electric transmission line and 
substation improvements. 
 
 
Petition received 09/05/2024 
Public Comment Period Deadline 10/05/2024 
Council 60-day Action – Set Date for Decision to 03/04/2025 10/24/2024 
Deadline for Action 11/04/2024 
Council Interrogatories 

• Set-One Issued 
• Set-One Responses Due 

 
11/13/2024 
12/04/2024 

Deadline for Final Decision 03/04/2025 
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Petition No. 1640 - Eversource  
Towantic Substation to Beacon Falls Junction Rebuild Project 

Oxford, Connecticut 
 

Interrogatories 
November 13, 2024 

 
Notice 

 
1. Referencing Petition p. 44, were any comments received from the Town of Oxford (Town) or 

abutting property owners since the filing of the Petition, or subsequent to the Memorandum of 
Understanding with the Town executed on June 11, 2024?  If so, what were the concerns, and how 
were these concerns addressed?   
 

2. Referencing Petition p. 33, has Eversource received responses from the Federal Aviation 
Administration (FAA) regarding the proposed structures?  Would lighting and/or marking be 
required for any of the proposed replacement structures?  If so, provide any required 
marking/lighting plans if applicable.   
 

Existing Facility Site 
 

3. Referencing Petition pp. 18 and 36, Eversource notes that recent vegetation maintenance activities 
have been performed in the ROW to maintain existing conductor clearance requirements in July 
2024 and continuing through October and November 2024. What is the status of the vegetation 
maintenance activities, and what work was performed?   
 

4. Has Eversource assessed the existing facility site since the flooding that occurred in Oxford in 
August 2024 that may alter the scope of the project (ex. referenced stormwater and flood control 
infrastructure changes or structure installations)? Explain. 

 
Project Development 

 
5. Referencing Petition p. 13, Footnote 18, the Project is associated with the ISO-NE Asset Condition 

List.  Provide the Asset Condition ID Number(s) for the Project.  
 

6. Referencing Petition p. 14, footnote 21 and Petition p. 43, footnote 40, who determines and 
communicates to Eversource, United Illuminating and FirstLight as to the appropriate timing 
associated with project outage switching? What is the sequence of events that triggers the outage 
switching determination and timing? 
 

7. What is the total estimated cost of the project?  Of this total, what costs would be regionalized, and 
what costs would be localized?  Estimate the percentages of the total cost that would be borne by 
Eversource ratepayers, Connecticut ratepayers, and the remainder of New England (excluding 
Connecticut) ratepayers, as applicable. 
 

8. What is the cost delta between galvanized steel structures and weathering steel structures? 
 

9. Please describe how the proposed project is consistent with the recommendations of the Federal 
Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) and the North American Electric Reliability Corporation 
(NERC) Report on Transmission Facility Outages During the Northeast Snowstorm of October 29-
30, 2011 – Causes and Recommendations. 
 



 

 

Project Construction  
 

10. Identify all other permits required to perform the proposed work.  
 

11. Approximately when is construction projected to be completed? 
 

12. Referencing Petition p. 21, when would the State Land Notification (SLN) for work associated with 
the proposed access to and structure placement within the Bridle Trail be submitted to DEEP?   
 

13. For approximately how long would the area surrounding the Bridle Trail be subject to construction 
activities? How could construction activities directly or indirectly impact the horses on the trail (ex. 
frightened by noise, escape)? 
 

14. Referencing Petition p. 39, pull pads would be approximately 120 feet by 80 feet, subject to the 
terrain.  What are the typical dimensions or range of dimensions for the proposed work pads? 
 

15. Referencing Petition p. 33, please submit the approval received from the Connecticut Airport 
Authority for the proposed structure replacements. 
 

16. Would there be any interruption to the operation of the CPV Towantic Energy Center during 
construction of the project?  

 
Environmental Effects and Mitigation Measures  

 
17. Referencing Petition p. 37, the 2023 Connecticut Guidelines for E&S Control are referenced.  Is 

the preliminary design of the Project at least 50 percent complete? If not, would construction 
comply with the Connecticut Guidelines for E&S Control, effective March 30, 2024?  

 
18. Referencing Attachment A to the Petition, Map Sheet 1 of 9, there is a note that W3, S2 and S3 

were impacted by private developer in April 2024. How were the watercourses impacted, and how 
will Eversource prevent contribution to and/or exacerbation of pre-existing impacts?  

 
19. In addition to Eversource’s Best Management Practices, has Eversource developed a Protection 

Plan for wetlands and watercourses, including applicable pre-construction environmental resource 
field delineations and environmental inspections, monitoring and duties, in its construction plans 
for the project? If yes, submit the plan.  If no, when would such a plan be developed?   

 
20. Referencing Petition pp. 28 and 37, in addition to the NDDB species protection measures inspector 

and the inspector required by the General Permit, would there be any other environmental 
inspectors assigned to the Project? If yes, identify specific inspection duties.  If no, explain why 
not. 

 
21. Referencing the August 19, 2024 DEEP NDDB Final Determination letter behind Petition 

Attachment F, generally describe how Eversource will simultaneously comply with each of the 
listed protection strategies and associated time restrictions during project construction and what 
construction activities could occur, if any, during the listed time restrictions for each of the 
identified species. 

 
22. What measures would be taken, if necessary, to determine if excavated soils are suitable for reuse 

or redistribution in other Project areas?   
 



 

 

23. Referencing Petition Map Sheet 1 of 9, would the proposed stone fords impact the hydrology of 
Wetland 4 (W4)?  If yes, are there are any alternatives to the proposed stone fords or any possible 
mitigation measures to address any potential impacts to W4? 

 
24. Referencing Petition pp. 21 and 22, has Eversource received any comments from the Tribal Historic 

Preservation Offices (THPOs) since the filing of the Petition?   
 

 
  
  
 


