STATE OF CONNECTICUT
CONNECTICUT SITING COUNCIL

LSE Scutum LLC and LSE Bootes LLC (Lodestar PETITION NO. 1611
Energy) petition for a declaratory ruling, pursuant to
Connecticut General Statutes §4-176 and §16-50k,
for the proposed construction, maintenance and
operation of a 1.93-megawatt AC solar photovoltaic
electric generating facility located at 141 Town Farm
Road, and Parcel Nos. 86-326 and 86-164, Abbe
Road, Enfield, Connecticut, and associated electrical MAY 9, 2024
interconnection.

PRE-FILED TESTIMONY OF KAREN LAPLANTE

Q. Please state your name, relationship to the Town of Enfield, and your
business address.

A. My name is Karen LaPlante. | am the Chair of the Enfield Agricultural
Commission and a Member, and Vice Chair, of the Enfield Conservation Commission. |
live at 166 N Maple Street, Enfield. | submit this pre-filed testimony on behalf of the

Town of Enfield and its residents.

Q. In what ways does the Enfield Agricultural Commission serve the Town of
Enfield?
A. The Agricultural Commission is responsible for protecting and preserving the

agricultural properties of Enfield for future generations. The commission assists farmers
with the Farmland Preservation Program and the Community Farmland Preservation
Program. The Commission serves as a resource to assist local Enfield Farms with

preserving and protecting their land as well as assisting with other areas, like Farmland
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Restoration, available grants for farms, promoting tax reduction opportunities within the
town and connecting farmers with other farm resources available in Connecticut.

Q. Why is the preservation of farmland important to Enfield and its residents?
A. The Enfield farmlands are some of the most vital in Connecticut, given they are
comprised of prime soils. These farms have been responsible for producing numerous
crops for the benefit of Enfield residents and other citizens of Connecticut throughout
the region, going back hundreds of years.

Q. Does the Agricultural Commission also work with other organizations to
promote farm viability and farmland preservation?

A. Yes. The Agricultural Commission has sponsored two regional summits and has
worked with NRCS, Department of Agriculture, UCONN, the CT Farm Bureau and other
organizations to promote programs for farmers. Farmland Preservation information has
been available through the CT Farmland Trust and through the American Farmland
Trust.

Q. Has the American Farmland Trust addressed issues related to using
farmlands for solar purposes?

A. Yes. The Trust has issued Smart Solar Guiding Principles to save farmlands. A
copy of those guiding principles is attached as Exhibit A.

Q. What role does the Enfield Conservation Commission play regarding
Enfield Farmlands?

A. Among the goals and responsibilities of the Commission are the preservation of
farmlands in Enfield. The Commission works with the Agricultural Commission, the

Connecticut Department of Energy and Environmental Protection and the Department of
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Agriculture to preserve open space and promote Farmland Preservation.in our
programs we present to farmers and citizens during our summits and public programs.
Q. Isitfair to say that as a commissioner on both the Enfield Agricultural
Commission and the Enfield Conservation Commission you oppose the Lodestar
project proposed for Town Farm Road?

A. Although | personally installed 28 ground mounted solar panels in my yard in
2009, and | support solar in the right place, | do oppose this project on prime farmland
and believe there are better places solar can be installed in Enfield.

Q. Why?

A. This farmland site has been farmed for generations, going back to the Abbe
family for whom the adjacent road is named. It is undisputed that the property contains
prime soils for farming, and the use of the property for a solar array is inconsistent with
the best use of the land. This site is next to farms already protected with development
rights owned by the Connecticut Department of Agriculture. Enfield farmers have been
preserving farms since 1983 through this program, with the farm right next door
preserving over 63 acres in 2002. Total farming acres preserved to date is almost 1337
acres. We don’t have an unlimited supply of land available for farming and providing
food for our citizens, we must preserve these prime farmiand soil farms for the future

generations.
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Karen LaPlante
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STATE OF CONNECTICUT ) :
) ssiEning|e

COUNTY OF HARTFORD )

Then and there personally appeared Karen LaPlante who subscribed the
foregoing testimony and who swore to or affirmed the truth of the statements contained

herein before me, the undersigned authority on this 5" day of May, 2024.

Koosocfe

Notary Public’ —

Kenzy Lee
Notary Public, State of Connecticut
My Commission Expires March 31, 2027
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EXHIBIT A















