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MANCHESTER — Solar panels atop seven local public buildings promise annual

energy savings of $100,000, town of�cials said.

Solar panels atop Highland Park Elementary School in Manchester.
Manchester Pubilc Schools

4/24/24, 10:04 AM 5,200 solar panels will save Manchester $100,000 each year

https://www.ctinsider.com/news/article/Manchester-solar-power-program-17648289.php 2/8



About 5,200 panels have been installed at six elementary schools and the water

and sewer building over about the past two years. Five of the seven systems are to

be energized by the end of the year, and the last two will go online in early 2023.

The systems were made possible in part through the Connecticut Green Bank's solar

municipal assistance program (Solar MAP). Manchester entered a 20-year power

purchase agreement with the Green Bank, town General Manager Steve Stephanou

said. The town buys power produced from the solar energy panels and saves money

because the cost is less than the price for the same amount of power from

Eversource, Stephanou said.
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Article continues below this ad
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The project, he said, "showcases the town’s ongoing commitment to prioritizing

renewable efforts and is one step closer to ensuring a cleaner and more sustainable

future for the Manchester community.”

More For You

Yale protests continue in New Haven a day after dozens were arrested

Report: New Sikorsky helicopter for Biden burning White House lawn

CT Lawmakers OK �70 million in raises for 46,000 state workers
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Haar: CT trial consultant calls speedy Trump jury selection 'a travesty'

“I appreciate all the work and collaboration that it has taken to get this far and am

excited that we are positioned to have lower energy costs for years ahead,”

Manchester Schools Superintendent Matt Geary said. “But more important is how

this bene�ts our students. Investing in clean, renewable energy is one more way we

can ensure a better future for them.”
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Established by the General Assembly in 2011, the Green Bank and its private

investment partners have distributed about $2.26 billion in capital for clean energy

projects across the state. 

Through Solar MAP, the Green Bank provides technical support to municipalities to

develop projects on municipal buildings. The Green Bank also provides �nancing for

the solar systems through power purchase agreements, which allows a municipality

to get solar with no upfront installation costs, no new debt to incur and no

operations and maintenance costs, town of�cials said

The installer was Greenskies Clean Focus, based in North Haven. Inclusive

Prosperity Capital, a non-pro�t organization, partners with Green Bank to own and

maintain the system.

Aside from the solar MAP project, students this fall returned to a recently renovated

and expanded Buckley Elementary School, a net-zero energy building due to

geothermal heating and cooling, solar panels and other energy-saving construction

features. In addition to rooftop panels, Buckley hosts a "SmartFlower," which uses

advanced robotics and automation to track the sun, making up to 40 percent more

energy than traditional stationary solar panels, according to town of�cials. The

�ower unfolds each morning, tracks the sun and closes at sunset. 
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4/24/24, 10:04 AM 5,200 solar panels will save Manchester $100,000 each year

https://www.ctinsider.com/news/article/Manchester-solar-power-program-17648289.php 8/8
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