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STATE OF CONNECTICUT 
CONNECTICUT SITING COUNCIL  

Ten Franklin Square, New Britain, CT  06051 

Phone: (860) 827-2935  Fax: (860) 827-2950 

E-Mail: siting.council@ct.gov 

Web Site: portal.ct.gov/csc 

  

VIA ELECTRONIC MAIL 

 

December 28, 2022 

 

Bruce L. McDermott, Esq.  

Murtha Cullina LLP  

One Century Tower 

265 Church Street, 9th floor  

New Haven, CT 06510-1220  

bmcdermott@murthalaw.com  

 

RE:  PETITION NO. 1506 – SCEF1 Fuel Cell, LLC declaratory ruling, pursuant to 

Connecticut General Statutes §4-176 and §16-50k, for the proposed construction, 

maintenance and operation of a grid-side 2.8-megawatt fuel cell facility located at 49 Coon 

Hollow Road, Derby, Connecticut, and associated electrical interconnection to The United 

Illuminating Company's existing Ansonia Substation. 

 

 Dear Attorney McDermott:  

 

The Connecticut Siting Council (Council) is in receipt of the revised Emergency Response/Safety 

Plan dated March 2022 including the nitrogen gas response contact information in compliance with 

Condition No. 3 of the Council’s Declaratory Ruling of June 24, 2022 for the above-referenced 

facility.  

 

The Council acknowledges that the condition has been satisfied.  This acknowledgment applies 

only to the condition satisfied by the December 28, 2022 correspondence.   

 

Please be advised that deviations from the standards established by the Council in the Declaratory 

Ruling are enforceable under the provisions of Connecticut General Statutes §16-50u. 

 

Thank you for your attention and cooperation. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
 

Melanie A. Bachman 

Executive Director 

 

MB/MP/laf 
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BRUCE L. MCDERMOTT 
203.772.7787 DIRECT TELEPHONE 
860.240.5723 DIRECT FACSIMILE 
BMCDERMOTT@MURTHALAW.COM 

December 28, 2022 

Melanie A. Bachman, Esq. 
Executive Director 
Connecticut Siting Council 
10 Franklin Square 
New Britain, CT  06051 

Re: Petition No. 1506 - SCEF1 Fuel Cell, LLC petition for a declaratory ruling, 
pursuant to Connecticut General Statutes §4-176 and §16-50k, for the 
proposed construction, maintenance and operation of a grid-side 
2.8-megawatt fuel cell facility located at 49 Coon Hollow Road, Derby, 
Connecticut, and associated electrical interconnection to The United 
Illuminating Company’s existing Ansonia Substation 

Dear Ms. Bachman: 

SCEF1 Fuel Cell, LLC (“SCEF1”) hereby submits this letter to the Connecticut 
Siting Council (“Council”) to provide notice of SCEF1’s intent to commence 
preconstruction activities for the installation of a 2.8 MW fuel cell facility to be located at 
49 Coon Hollow Road, Derby, Connecticut (“Property”) on or about January 12, 2023.  
These preconstruction activities will consist of site preparation, demolition of existing 
building structures and ground leveling of the leased portion of the Property.  

Additionally, as stipulated in Condition No. 3 of the Council’s June 24, 2022 
Decision approving Petition No. 1506, SCEF1 hereby submits to the Council, a revised 
Emergency Response/Safety Plan listing the nitrogen gas response contact information, 
as well as other updated contact information.  

An original and fifteen (15) copies of this filing will be hand delivered to the Council. 

Should you have any questions regarding this filing, please do not hesitate to 
contact me. 

Very truly yours, 

 
Bruce L. McDermott 

Enclosures 







FuelCell Energy 
1 INTRODUCTION 

The SCEF 1 Fuel Cell Project is a fuel cell power plant whose equipment is owned by SCEF 1 

Fuel Cell, LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of FuelCell Energy, Inc. ("FCE"). The plant is 

situated on a previously developed area of a City owned utility lot, at 49 Coon Hollow Road, 

Derby, Connecticut. One fuel cell plant and appurtenant equipment will be constructed on 

concrete slab pad(s), at an elevation of the site (215 ft. ASL). The power generated from the 

facility will be fed into the electric distribution grid through an interconnection at the Indian Wells' 

substation or directly to an overhead power line. The facility will be operated under a service 

agreement by FCE. The net generating capacity of the single fuel cell power plant is 2.8 MW, 

nominal. This Emergency Response / Safety Plan has been prepared as required by the 

Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OHSA) general industry standard at 29 CFR 

1910.38. The Fire Prevention & Emergency Plan has been prepared in accordance with the 

requirements of the National Fire Protection Agency Standard 853. 

General 

FCE SureSource 3000 fuel cell plant is designed and operated as an unmanned power 

generation facility. The control system for the plant is designed for the system to be "fail safe" in 

the event of a process upset. For any event or upset condition that has a potential safety 

consequence, the plant control system initiates an emergency shutdown ("ESD") sequence that 

isolates the external fuel source from the plant and trips the fuel cell inverters off the 

interconnected power grid. 

A SureSource 3000 Plant Emergency Shut Down event isolates the natural gas fuel supply from 

the plant through the use of dual, fast-acting, spring-loaded block valves located at the plant fuel 

gas supply connection. An ESD event also triggers automatic isolation of the fuel desulfurizer 

vessels and initiates the purging of the downstream fuel train components through the module 

using the onsite supply of inert nitrogen gas. Purging the residual fuel train contents out through 

the module results in the fuel being oxidized to innocuous end products. An ESD event also 

results in the fuel cell module(s) and inverter(s) being disconnected from the electric utility grid. 

Process upset or equipment operation malfunctions that can only cause equipment damage, but 

no possible safety consequences can result in the fuel cell plant switching off the electric grid 

while remaining operational (islanding) so as to allow time for the electric grid or the fuel cell 

plant to stabilize, prior to resynchronizing with the grid. During any of these types of events, 

operators at FCE's 24/7/365 manned Global Monitoring and Control Center ("GMCC"), will 

immediately assess the operational condition of the plant and take appropriate actions to 

stabilize or recover the plant to operational status, whichever is appropriate for the situation. If 

any on-site response is appropriate for the situation, the GMCC operator will contact appropriate 

personnel, be they an FCE field service technician, or in the very unlikely event of a developing 

emergency response situation, local emergency response personnel. 
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FuelCell Energy 

Following, in Table 1, is an outline description of the fuel cell plant and other site equipment 

included in this project. 

Table 1: Plant Descriptions 

Plant Model: SureSource 3000 ESU 

Each SureSource 3000 ESU plant consists of two (2) SureSource fuel cell modules, a 

Mechanical Balance-of-Plant (MBOP - skids 1 & 2), and an Electrical Balance of Plant (EBOP - 

consisting of (2) power conditioning units (PCU)/inverters, (2) EBOP transformers and 

an MBOP transformer). The project site will also store water and fuel gas treatment and 

nitrogen supply equipment in addition to electric utility interconnection switchgear and 

instrumentation. 

Number of Fuel Cell Plants: 

Fuel Cell Power Output: 

Installation Location: 

Fuel type: 

1 (MM-50) 

2.8 MW nominal. 2.8 MW total plant 

Outdoors 

Pipeline Natural Gas 

Utility supply pressure: 20-25 psig to site desulfurizers 

Fuel cell plant reduced operating pressure: <1 Spsig 

Plant Output Voltage: 13.8 KV/ 3 Phase/ 60 

Hz EBOP Manufacturer: DynaPower

EBOP Transformer Type / Dielectric Fluid: Air-Cooled / none (Dry Type) 

MBOP Transformer Type/ Dielectric Fluid: Oil Cooled/ FR3 less-flammable, seed oil 

based dielectric fluid (total qty.= 124 gal.) 
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FuelCell Energy 
Additional Contact information -

Site Operator Contacts: (NOTE: private telephone numbers have been redacted from 

public report to protect privacy) 

Name: 

Co./Dept./Title: 

Telephone No: 

Name: 

Co./Dept./Title: 

Telephone No: 

Name: 

Co./Dept./Title: 

Telephone No: 

Name: 

Co./Dept. /Title: 

Telephone No: 

Valerie Hoffman 

FCE / Director of Service Operations

(203) 825 6071 (FCE)

(203) 917 1778 (work cell)

Thomas Judge 

FCE / Senior Director of Project Manangement        

(203) 825 6023 (FCE)

REDACTED (Cell)

Leah Burns 

FCE / Sr. EHS Coordinator 

(203) 496-2276 (FCE)

REDACTED (Cell)

Daniel Preli

FCE / Director, Environmental, Health and Safety   

(860) 496-2279 (FCE)

(475) 296-4859  (Cell)

Additional Owner Contact: 

Name: 

Co. /Dept: 

RESERVED 

RESERVED 

Telephone No: (XXX) XXX-XXXX (Office); (XXX) XXX-XXXX (Cell)

Additional Site Contacts: 

Name: 

Co. /Dept: 

Telephone No: 

RESERVED 

RESERVED 

(XXX) XXX-XXXX

Site Utility Contacts: 

Company: Natural Gas - Eversource 

Name/Dept/Title: Gas Leak Emergency Line (CT) 

Telephone No: (877) 944-5325 (or 9-1-1) 

RESERVED 

RESERVED 

(XXX) XXX-XXXX
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FuelCell Energy 
Company: Electric Power - United Illuminating 

Name/Dept/Title: Emergency Number 

Telephone No: (800) 722-5584 (or 9-1-1)

Company: Water Service - Regional Water Authority 

Name/Dept/Title: Water Emergency Number 

Telephone No: (203) 562-4020 

Company: Sewer Service - Derby Water Pollution Control Authority 

Air Products and Chemicals Inc.

Name/Dept/Title: Derby WPCA Emergency Number Telephone 

No: (203) 736-1475 

Company:   Name Dept /Title: Nitrogen Gas Emergency Services -
Telephone No: 800 523-9374 (24/7 Emergency Services) 

Government Official Contacts: 

(Note: Government officials are only to be contacted by designated FCE personnel, 

per established FCE policy/procedure, described later in this Plan) 

City of Derby -

Mayor - Richard Dziekan; (203) 736-1450 

Fire, Police, Ambulance Dispatch ([local] Emergency dispatch) - 9-1-1 

Police, non-emergency- (203) 735-7811 

Fire Dept., non-emergency - (203) 732-1963 

State Legislators - Derby, CT 

Assembly Representative - Kara Rochelle (District 104); (800) 842-8267; (860) 240-8585 

State Senator - Jorge Cabrera (District S17); (800) 842-1420; (860) 240- 8600 

Private Residences/Establishments requesting notification of emergency response 

incidents (per formal request): 

Neighboring Resident or Neighbor Contact Information -

Establishment Name Street Address Phone and/or email 

none 
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FuelCell Energy 
B. Preferred Means of Reporting Emergencies

GMCC is to contact local Emergency Responders in accordance with this Plan, if required,

or when requested to do so by on-site personnel.

Emergency Make Initial Notification to: 

Fire / Explosion (203) 732-1963 (verified04/22/19-mab) 

Flammable/Hazardous Material Release 

Medical Emergency 
(For calls originating from other than on-site) 

Threat/ Violence 9-1-1 (for calls originating on-site only)

Severe Weather 
Coordinate with FuelCell Energy GMCC 

(800) 326-3052

GMCC is to then contact a FCE Field Service Management representative and 

then make any additional utility I owner I community resident contacts as 

directed to by FCE F.S. Management representative. 

C. Emergency Action Plan Elements

• Emergency Escape Procedures and Routes

Emergency escape routes, exits and rally areas are depicted in the Plant Layout

drawing provided in Appendix A.

Upon discovery of the need for an evacuation (either self-initiated or in response to

an evacuation call), all personnel on site shall immediately proceed to the nearest

safe site exit and then proceed immediately to the designated rally area. Non-FCE

contractors and guests shall be escorted by their host FCE employee to the nearest

safe exit. The FCE standard lock combination is known by operating /maintenance

personnel for any exits that may be secured at times when the plant is occupied.

In the course of an evacuation, a call shall immediately be placed to GMCC with a

request/instruction for the second GMCC operator to immediately call local

Emergency Responders (See Emergency Action Plan, Section BJ to initiate action

by the local emergency response organization( s ). The caller is to stay on the line

and provide all information requested, including name, location, nature of emergency

and additional contact information, as may be requested.
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