
 
August 2, 2022 

 
 
 
Melanie A. Bachman, Esq. 
Executive Director/Staff Attorney 
Connecticut Siting Council 
10 Franklin Square 
New Britain, CT  06051 
 
Re: Petition No. 1461 – SBA Communications Corporation petition for a declaratory 

ruling, pursuant to Connecticut General Statutes §4-176 and §16-50k, for the 
proposed replacement and extension of an existing telecommunications facility 
located at 130 Welles Road, Groton, Connecticut 

 
Dear Attorney Bachman: 

I write on behalf of SBA Communications Corporation (“SBA”), the Petitioner in the 
above-referenced matter.  On November 18, 2021, the Siting Council approved Petition No. 
1461, permitting the SBA to replace an existing 120-foot tower (approved in Council Docket No. 
230) with a new 180-foot tower on the 8.55-acre parcel at 130 Welles Road in Groton (the 
“Property”).  The Property and the adjacent parcels to the north and west of the Property, 
(approximately 55-acres total) are all owned by the Town of Groton (“Town”). 

The proposed replacement tower will be installed within the existing fenced 
telecommunications facility compound in the northerly portion of the Property, approximately 37 
feet south of the common parcel boundary between the Property and additional Town-owned 
land to the north.  (The existing 120-foot tower is 43 feet from this same northern parcel 
boundary). 

In accordance with Conditions No. 2 and No. 4 of the Petition No. 1461 approval, 
attached are final structural design drawings for the replacement tower and its foundation, 
stamped by a Connecticut licensed Professional Engineer and a Structural Design Report for the 
approved 180-foot replacement tower.  Erosion and Sedimentation Control Plan details can be 
found on Sheets C-5 and C-6 of the plan set. 
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Also attached, as required by Condition No. 3 of the Council’s approval, is the final 
“Determination of No Hazard to Air Navigation” from the Federal Aviation Administration for 
the 180-foot replacement tower. 

Finally, the Petitioner respectfully requests that the Council waive the requirement of 
Condition No. 5 of its approval.  Condition No. 5 requires the Petitioner to develop tower 
structural design drawings that include a “yield point” to ensure that the tower setback radius 
remains within the boundaries of the Property and does not encroach upon the adjacent parcel to 
the north.  However, as described above and in Petition No. 1461, the adjacent parcel to the north 
is additional land that is also owned by the Town of Groton. 

Because the entire 180-foot fall zone radius of the tower remains entirely within the 
limits of Town-owned land, including a yield point in the tower design is, in the Petitioners view, 
unnecessary.  The Groton Town Manager agrees that a yield point is not necessary and, by letter 
dated August 1, 2022, supports the Petitioners request for a waiver of Condition No. 5.  A copy 
of the Town Managers August 1, 2022 letter is also attached. 

If you have any questions or need any additional information, please do not hesitate to 
contact me. 

Sincerely, 

 
Kenneth C. Baldwin 

 
 
Copy to:  

John Burt, Groton Town Manager 
Andrea Gassner, SBA Network Services Inc. 


























































































