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RESPONSES OF SBA COMMUNICATIONS CORPORATION 
TO CONNECTICUT SITING COUNCIL INTERROGATORIES, SET ONE 

 
On October 12, 2021, the Connecticut Siting Council (“Council”) issued Interrogatories, 

Set One to SBA Communications Corporation (“SBA”), relating to Petition No. 1461.  Below 

are SBA’s responses. 

Question No. 1 

Would the replacement tower have a galvanized gray finish? 

Response 

 Yes. 

Question No. 2 

Referencing Sheet C-2, identify each carrier’s equipment pad and ground equipment 

and/or equipment shelters.  Referencing page 3 of the Petition, SBA Communications 

Corporation (SBA or Petitioner) notes that “Dish (Network) will also be installing three (3) 

antennas at a centerline height of 160 feet on the new tower.”  Identify Dish Network’s 

equipment pad and ground equipment on Sheet C-2 as applicable. 
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Response 

A revised set of Project Plans is provided in Attachment 1.  Revisions to Plan Sheet C-2 

show the location of the Dish equipment pad. 

Question No. 3 

Identify the antennas, antenna mounts, and other tower mounted equipment for Dish 

Network to be installed at the 160-foot level of the tower, if known. 

Response 

 Revised Project Plans (Attachment 1) includes details on the antennas that Dish intends to 

install on the tower.  Dish antennas will be attached to a low-profile antenna platform at a 

centerline height of 160 feet above grade. 

Question No. 4 

Referencing Sheet C-3, provide a tower elevation drawing identifying the new and 

relocated antennas, mounts, and tower mounted equipment for AT&T, Sprint, T-Mobile, and 

Dish Network. 

Response 

The existing Tower elevation drawing on Plan Sheet C-3 identifies the proposed location 

of the AT&T (176’), Dish (160’), Sprint (117.5’) and T-Mobile (108’) antennas on the proposed 

replacement monopole. 

Question No. 5 

Could the replacement tower be designed with a yield point to ensure that the tower 

setback radius remains within the boundaries of the subject property?  What is the incremental 

cost of installing a yield point on the tower? 
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Response 

 The proposed 180-foot tower certainly could be designed with a yield point as described 

but under the current land ownership scenario in Groton, the Petitioner does not believe that such 

a design change is warranted.  While the proposed tower is within 180 feet of the parcel 

boundary to the north, the adjacent parcel to the north is also owned by the Town of Groton and, 

together with the subject parcel, is a part of the Town’s Shady Oaks Park parcel.  That said, if 

SBA were to design the tower with a yield point as described, it would estimate the tower cost 

would increase by approximately 10 to 12%). 

Question No. 6 

Estimate the total cost of the project assuming no yield point and excluding AT&T’s total 

equipment and equipment installation cost. 

Response 

 The total cost of the Project excluding AT&T’s equipment is estimated to be 

approximately $331,050. 

Question No. 7 

Would the proposed project comply with DEEP noise control standards? 

Response 

 Yes.  SBA expects that the noise associated with the modified facility during normal 

operations will comply with the DEEP’s Noise Standards. 

Question No. 8 

Is the proposed replacement facility located within ¼-mile of the buffered area on the 

Connecticut Department of Energy and Environmental Protection Natural Diversity Database 

(DEEP NDDB) map, e.g. shaded area associated with Red Brook?  If yes, would the proposed 
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project be expected to impact any state-listed species?  If so, what protective/mitigation measures 

could be employed? 

Response 

Yes.  The existing facility and the proposed replacement tower are approximately 590 feet 

from the Red Brook buffer, shown on the June 2021Natural Diversity Data Base Areas map  

https://www.depdata.ct.gov/naturalresources/endangeredspeciesmaps/nd059.pdf. 
 

As described in the Petition, all work associated with the new tower construction will 

occur within the existing fenced compound.  SBA does not anticipate that any of its construction 

activity will impact any State-listed species therefore no additional protective measures are 

needed or proposed. 

Question No. 9 

Provide the distance and direction to the nearest wetland for the existing tower and the 

proposed replacement tower.  Would erosion and sediment controls be used consistent with the 

2002 Connecticut Guidelines for Soil and Erosion Control, as applicable? 

Response 

The nearest wetland area is located approximately 365 feet to the east of the existing 

tower location and 385 feet to the east of the proposed tower location.  SBA will incorporate 

appropriate soil erosion and sedimentation control measures, consistent with the 2002 

Connecticut Guidelines prior to the start of any construction activity at the subject site.  With 

these measures in place, SBA does not anticipate construction activity would have any adverse 

impacts on this wetland area. 

Question No. 10 

Referencing Attachment 3 of the Petition, Replacement Tower Balloon Test Results, it 

https://www.depdata.ct.gov/naturalresources/endangeredspeciesmaps/nd059.pdf.
https://www.depdata.ct.gov/naturalresources/endangeredspeciesmaps/nd059.pdf.
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states, “Additionally, TEP completed a visual effect assessment for the proposed tower on 

2/25/2021 for submittal to the Connecticut State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO)…”  Has 

the Petitioner received a response from SHPO?  If yes, please include such response. 

Response 

 No.  To date the SHPO has not responded to the TEP filing.  That said, pursuant to the 

Nationwide Programmatic Agreement established between the Federal Communications 

Commission (“FCC”) and the National Historic Preservation Trust, if a SHPO does not respond 

with a determination of “no adverse effect” in 30 days, an applicant can move forward with a 

filing with the FCC for review.  This is what SBA did in this case with TEP’s determination of 

“no adverse effects”.  See Attachment 2. 

Question No. 11 

Is any new or additional backup power proposed for any of the carriers, e.g. battery 

backup or generators? 

Response 

 As referenced in its response to Council Interrogatory No. 5, AT&T plans to continue to 

utilize its existing Polar 15 kW Model 8220-100-D-15-03 generator at the site.  No other existing 

or proposed wireless carrier will install a generator.  SBA expects T-Mobile, Sprint and Dish to 

utilize battery backup power for its equipment. 

Question No. 12 

Referencing Attachment 5, Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) Determination of No 

Hazard to Air Navigation, is the FAA determination based on the correct coordinates of the 

proposed replacement tower?  Explain. 
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Response 

 The FAA determination included in the Petition uses coordinates that are slightly 

different than those listed on the Project Plans.  The corrected coordinates will be included in a 

new FAA filing.  Given the minor differences between the coordinates used in the original FAA 

determination and those shown on the project plans, representing a lateral shift in the tower 

location of approximately 25 feet, SBA expects to receive another Determination of No Hazard 

to Air Navigation from the FAA.  A copy of the corrected FAA Determination will be forwarded 

to the Council as soon as it is available. 

Question No. 13 

Provide the estimated dates for commencement and completion of construction.  Also 

provide the proposed work hours and days of the week. 

Response 

 SBA intends to commence construction shortly after it received Council approval of this 

Petition.  SBA estimates that construction will be completed within approximately 8 to 10 weeks.  

Work at the site will occur between the hours of 8 a.m. and 5 p.m. Monday through Saturday.  

SBA will work with its tenants to maintain wireless service throughout construction of the new 

tower. 



CERTIFICATION OF SERVICE 

 I hereby certify that on this 26th day of October 2021, a copy of the foregoing was sent, 

via electronic mail, to the following: 

Thomas J. Regan, Esq. 
Brown Rudnick LLP 
185 Asylum Street 
Hartford, CT  06103 
TRegan@brownrudnick.com 

 
 

   
 Kenneth C. Baldwin 
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8051 Congress Ave
Boca Raton, FL 33487

T + 561.995.7670
F + 561.995.7626

sbasite.com

NPA - Collocation Compliance Statement

Site Name/#: South Ledyard- Town Dump / CT46142-A @ 130 Welles Road, Groton, CT 06340, 
Structure# 2

To Whom It May Concern:

In order to facilitate the collocation process for the above referenced site(s), SBA 2012 TC Assets, 
LLC     (“Owner”) hereby makes the following representations, that to the best of its knowledge:

The tower is a structure built for the sole or primary purpose of supporting FCC-licensed antennas 
and their associated facilities.

Tower construction was completed after March 16, 2001.

The Section 106 review process for the tower set forth in 36 CFR Part 800 and any associated 
environmental reviews required by the FCC have been completed.

The above referenced tower has not been determined by the FCC to have an effect on one or more 
historic properties, unless such effect has been found to be not adverse through a no adverse effect 
finding, or if found to be adverse or potentially adverse, has been resolved, such as through a 
conditional no adverse effect determination, a Memorandum of Agreement, a programmatic 
agreement, or otherwise in compliance with Section 106 and Subpart B of 36 CFR 800; or

The tower is not the subject of a pending environmental review or related proceeding before the FCC 
involving compliance with Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act; or

Owner has not received written or electronic notification that the FCC is in receipt of a complaint from 
a member of the public, a SHPO, or the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation, that the 
collocation has an adverse effect on one or more historic properties.  

Sincerely,

By:

Name: Angie Becella

Title:  Compliance Specialist

Generated: 8/25/2021

ATTACHMENT 2
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5/12/2021 Tower Engineering Professionals Mail - No SHPO response, 30 days expired, No Adverse Effect Determination, E106 File # 0009346951…

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0?ik=380c529c86&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-a%3Ar1819590894428696594%7Cmsg-a%3Ar34092410715… 1/1

Ryan Malek <rmalek@tepgroup.net>

No SHPO response, 30 days expired, No Adverse Effect Determination, E106 File #
0009346951, TCNS# 223176 
1 message

Ryan Malek <rmalek@tepgroup.net> Thu, Apr 22, 2021 at 10:53 AM
To: Amanda Murphy <Amanda.Murphy@fcc.gov>, Jill Springer <jill.springer@fcc.gov>
Cc: Nikki Mauro <nmauro@tepgroup.net>, Garrett Johnson <gjohnson@tepgroup.net>

Good morning Amanda and Jill,
Here is a brief synopsis of the timeline for this project, E106 File # 0009346951, TCNS# 223176.

1) TEP Emailed FCC Form 620 to CT SHPO on 12/29/2020 - "no adverse effect" determination for historic properties in
visual APE. No historic properties affected in direct APE.
2) CT SHPO responded on 1/27/21 requesting additional photographs and simulations (email attached in E106
Documents)
3) TEP provided the additional information to SHPO on 2/25/21
4) TEP followed up with CT SHPO via email on 4/1/21 and 4/19/21 (no response). TEP called CT SHPO on 4/21/2021
(no response).

Native American tribal consultation is complete. No additional comments from the public or potential consulting parties
were received.   

Please see attached PDF of the email correspondence and let me know if you would like me to attach a copy of the
complete Submission Form 620 that is also accessible via the E106 filing.

Therefore, we are notifying the Commission that CT SHPO has not provided written notice that they agree or disagree
with the determination of "no adverse effect" on historic properties within 30 days of receipt of a complete
Submission Packet. If we do not receive a response from the FCC within 15 days, we will proceed under the assumption
that the Section 106 process is complete. 

Thank you!
Best regards, 

_    _    _    _    _    _    _ 
Ryan A. Malek 
Environmental Division Manager | Tower Engineering Professionals, Inc. (www.tepgroup.net) 
326 Tryon Road|Raleigh, NC 27603-3530|Office:  (919) 661-6351 Ext. 5325|Fax:  (919) 661-6350|Mobile:  (919) 332-
1917

South Ledyard_TCNS#223176_Email Chain.pdf 
275K

http://www.tepgroup.net/
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0?ui=2&ik=380c529c86&view=att&th=178fa12263ed05c2&attid=0.1&disp=attd&realattid=f_knt06y2o0&safe=1&zw
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