KENNETH C. BALDWIN

One State Street
Hartford, CT 06103
Main (860) 275-8200
Fax (860) 275-8299
kbaldwin@rc.com
Direct (860) 275-8345

Also admitted in Massachusetts
and New York

November 5, 2024
Via Hand Delivery

Melanie A. Bachman, Esq.
Executive Director/Staff Attorney
Connecticut Siting Council

10 Franklin Square

New Britain, CT 06051

Re:  Petition No. 1440A — Amended Petition for Declaratory Ruling Filed with the

Connecticut Siting Council for the Installation of a Wireless Telecommunications
Facility at 115 Peat Meadow Road, New Haven, Connecticut

Dear Attorney Bachman:

Enclosed is an original and fifteen (15) copies of the above-referenced Amended Petition
for Declaratory Ruling filed on behalf of Cellco Partnership d/b/a Verizon Wireless for the
installation of a wireless telecommunications facility at 115 Peat Meadow Road, New Haven,
Connecticut. Also enclosed is a $625.00 check for the filing fee.

Thank you in advance for your assistance and cooperation.

Sincerely,

N

Kenneth C. Baldwin
Enclosures
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STATE OF CONNECTICUT
CONNECTICUT SITING COUNCIL

IN RE:

AMENDED PETITION OF CELLCO : PETITION NO. 1440A
PARTNERSHIP D/B/A VERIZON WIRELESS

FOR A DECLARATORY RULING ON THE

NEED TO OBTAIN A SITING COUNCIL

CERTIFICATE TO INSTALL A WIRELESS

TELECOMMUNICATIONS FACILITY AT

115 PEAT MEADOW ROAD, NEW HAVEN,

CONNECTICUT : NOVEMBER 5, 2024

AMENDED PETITION FOR A DECLARATORY RULING:
INSTALLATION HAVING NO
SUBSTANTIAL ADVERSE ENVIRONMENTAL EFFECT

L. Introduction

Pursuant to Sections 16-50j-38 and 16-50j-39 of the Regulations of Connecticut State
Agencies (“R.C.S.A.”), Cellco Partnership d/b/a Verizon Wireless (“Cellco”) hereby petitions the
Connecticut Siting Council (the “Council”) for a declaratory ruling (“Petition”) that no Certificate of
Environmental Compatibility and Public Need (“Certificate™) is required under Section 16-50k(a) of
the Connecticut General Statutes (“C.G.S.”) for the installation of a wireless telecommunications
facility at 115 Peat Meadow Road in New Haven, Connecticut (the “Property”). Cellco refers to this
cell site as its East Haven 5 Facility.

This submission is offered as an Amendment to Petition No. 1440 approved by the Council
on May 7, 2021 and incorporates certain facility modifications presented in EM-VER-093-241007

filing, that is no longer pending before the Council.

1I. The Property

The Property is a six-acre parcel used for commercial purposes and is the home of the
Brandfon Hyundai automobile dealership. The Property is owned 115 Peat Meadows LLC (the

“Owner”). The Property is adjacent to Route 1 and Interstate-95, to the south, the New Haven-East
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Haven town line and the CarMax automobile dealership to the east, undeveloped land and a bulk
fuel-oil storage facility to the north and residential uses to the west. In the southeast corner of the
Property is an existing two-sided billboard supported by a steel monopole support structure. The top
of the billboard extends to a height of approximately 41 feet above ground level (“AGL”), 59 feet
above mean sea level (“AMSL”). The billboard structure is owned by Outfront Media and is
managed by Diamond Communications. See Attachment 1 — Site Vicinity and Site Schematic Maps
(Aerial Photograph).

I11. Cellco’s Need for Improved Wireless Service

Cellco currently provides wireless service along Interstate-95 between the Quinnipiac River
in New Haven and Lake Saltonstall in East Haven from two existing macro-cells, identified on the
Site Vicinity Map as the New Haven East cell site, a rooftop installation at 153 Forbes Street in New
Haven and the East Haven cell site, a rooftop installation at 65 Messina Drive in East Haven.
Between these two existing cell sites, Cellco is experiencing a coverage deficiency and areas of
unreliable service along and proximate to Interstate-95. The proposed East Haven 5 Facility, located
between these two existing macro-cells, would eliminate these current service deficiencies.

IV. Cellco’s Proposed East Haven 5 Facility

The proposed East Haven 5 Facility will involve the installation of a 42-foot extension of the
existing billboard’s monopole support structure, which would extend approximately 28 feet above
the top of the billboard. Cellco would install nine (9) new antennas at the top of the monopole at a
centerline height of 67 feet above ground level and six (6) remote radio heads (“RRHs”) immediately
below the antennas. Two equipment cabinets and associated electric distribution equipment will be
located on the ground near to the billboard support pole. Due to concerns raised by the Owner,
Cellco has modified the equipment location originally approved in Petition No. 1440, shifting its
cabinets to the western side of the previously approved concrete pad, and removing the fence around

the cabinets. (See Cellco’s Project Plans included in Attachment 2). No trees will need to be
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removed and no grading will be required to install Cellco’s ground-mounted equipment.

Cellco is licensed to provide wireless telecommunications services in the 700 MHz, 850
MHz, 1900 MHz, 2100 MHz and 3700 MHz (5G) frequency ranges in New Haven County and
throughout the State of Connecticut. The proposed East Haven 5 Facility will utilize each of Cellco’s
licensed frequencies to provide 4G and 5G telecommunications services. Specifications for Cellco’s
antennas and remote radio heads are included in Attachment 3'. A Structural Analysis Report and
Mount Analysis, that confirms the billboard monopole support structure can adequately support
Cellco’s proposed improvements are included in Attachment 4.
Iv. Discussion

A. The Proposed Facility Will Not Have A Substantial Adverse Environmental Effect

The Public Utility Environmental Standards Act (the “Act”), C.G.S. § 16-50g et seq.,
provides for the orderly and environmentally compatible development of telecommunications
facilities in the state to avoid “a significant impact on the environment and ecology of the State of
Connecticut.” C.G.S. § 16-50g. To achieve these goals, the Act established the Council, and
requires a Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need for the construction of
cellular telecommunication towers “that may, as determined by the council, have a substantial
adverse environmental effect”. C.G.S. § 16-50k(a).

1. Physical Environmental Effects

Cellco respectfully submits that the proposed facility will not involve a significant alteration
in the physical and environmental characteristics of the Property. No trees will be removed to
construct the East Haven 5 Facility and minimal ground disturbance is necessary for the installation

of Cellco’s radio and electrical equipment.

! Attachment 3 includes updated antenna and RRH specifications referenced in the now inactive EM-VER-241-
241007.



2. Visual Effects
Views of the proposed facility would not significantly change the characteristics of the area.
Visibility of the existing billboard and the proposed monopole extension will occur primarily along
the Interstate-95 corridor and on the surrounding commercial and industrial properties. Views of the
extended monopole and wireless antennas will be obscured within the nearest residential area, to the
west of the Property. A Photo Documentation & Simulations report (“Visual Assessment”) is
included in Attachment 5.

3. FCC Compliance

Radio frequency (“RF”) emissions from Cellco’s facility will not exceed the maximum
permissible exposure limits established by the Federal Communications Commission (“FCC”).
Included in Attachment 6 is a Far Field Calculation Table that demonstrates that Cellco’s facility will
operate within the FCC safety standards.

4. FAA Notification Not Required

According to a Federal Airways & Airspace Summary Report (“FAA Report”) the proposed
East Haven 5 Facility would not constitute an obstruction or hazard to air navigation. No obstruction
marking or lighting is required or proposed and notice to the FAA is not required. A copy of the
FAA Report is included in Attachment 7.

B. Notice to the City, Property Owner and Abutting Landowners

On November 5, 2024, a copy of this Amended Petition was sent to New Haven’s Mayor,
Justin Elicker; Laura Brown, New Haven’s Director of City Plan; East Haven’s Mayor, Joseph
Carfora; East Haven’s Zoning/Enforcement Officer, Joseph Budrow; 115 Peat Meadows LLC, the
Owner of the Property; Outfront Media, the owner of the billboard structure; and Diamond
Communications, the Communications Manager for the billboard structure. Copies of these notice
letters are included in Attachment 8.

A copy of this Amended Petition was also sent to the owners of land that is considered to
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abut the Property. A sample abutter’s letter and the list of those abutting landowners to whom notice
was sent is included in Attachment 9.
V. Conclusion

Based on the information provided above, Cellco respectfully requests that the Council issue
a determination, in the form of a declaratory ruling, that the extension of the billboard monopole
support structure, the installation of antennas and RRHs on the monopole; and the installation of
ground-mounted equipment near the base of the billboard, as amended in this Petition, will not have
a substantial adverse environmental effect and does not require the issuance of a Certificate of
Environmental Compatibility and Public Need pursuant to § 16-50k of the General Statutes.

Respectfully submitted,

CELLCO PARTNERSHIP d/b/a VERIZON
WIRELESS

\ Lo T

Kenneth C. Baldwin, Esq.
Robinson & Cole LLP
One State Street
Hartford, CT 06103
(860) 275-8200

Its Attorneys











































































































































































































































































































































































































































































	I. Introduction
	II. The Property
	III. Cellco’s Need for Improved Wireless Service
	IV. Cellco’s Proposed East Haven 5 Facility

	IV. Discussion
	A. The Proposed Facility Will Not Have A Substantial Adverse Environmental Effect
	1. Physical Environmental Effects
	2. Visual Effects
	3. FCC Compliance
	4. FAA Notification Not Required

	B. Notice to the City, Property Owner and Abutting Landowners

	V. Conclusion

