STATE OF CONNECTICUT
CONNECTICUT SITING COUNCIL

IN RE:

A PETITION FOR A DECLARATORY RULING :  PETITION NO. 1407
THAT A CERTIFICATE OF :

ENVIRONMENTAL COMPATIBILITY AND

PUBLIC NEED IS NOT REQUIRED FOR THE

CONSTRUCTION, OPERATION AND

MAINTENANCE OF A 1.975 MWAC SOLAR

PHOTOVOLTAIC PROJECT OFF EAST PEARL

ROAD IN TORRINGTON, CONNECTICUT : JUNE 19, 2020

SUPPLEMENTAL PUBLIC OUTREACH INFORMATION

Pursuant to Section 16-50k(a) and Section 4-176(a) of the Connecticut General Statutes
(“CGS™) and Section 16-50j-38 et seq. of the Regulations of Connecticut State Agencies
(“RCSA™), Torrington Solar One, LLC and VCP, LLC d/b/a Verogy (collectively “Verogy” or
“Petitioner”) filed the above-captioned Petition for Declaratory Ruling (the “Petition”) with the
Connecticut Siting Council (the “Siting Council”) for the construction, maintenance and
operation of a 1.975 megawatt (“MW?) alternate current (“AC”) ground-mounted solar
photovoltaic (“PV”) facility off East Pear]l Road in Torrington, Connecticut (the “Project”).

In the Petition, Verogy describes the significant public outreach effort undertaken to
ensure that municipal officials, abutting landowners and the general public were fully aware of
the Project. Details regarding the public outreach effort are included in Section V. and Exhibit C
of the Petition.

More recently, on June 11, 2020, Verogy was invited to attend (virtually) the Torrington
City Council meeting on June 15, 2020 and provide the full City Council with information on the
Project. A summary of the Verogy presentation and the City Council’s comments is provided

below. Presentation materials are also attached.



Supplemental Public Outreach

On June 15, 2020, Verogy appeared (virtually) before the Torrington City Council and
presented information about the Project, the need for clean renewable energy in Connecticut,
Verogy’s public outreach efforts to date and the significant modifications Verogy made to the
project plans to address concerns raised by three (3) adjacent land owners on the north side of
East Pearl Road. Comments from the City Council focused on two principle issues.

il The Council asked Verogy if it considered the municipal landfill as an
alternative location for the solar facility. Verogy explained that it was aware of several other
agreements between the City and other solar developers since 2014 for use of the landfill, none
of which were successful. However, this was the first time the City mentioned the use of the
landfill to Verogy. After the City Council meeting, Verogy completed a preliminary feasibility
analysis of the landfill. Verogy discovered that a majority of the landfill maintains grades in
excess of 20%, leaving only a very small area available for development. The installation of
solar arrays on steep (more than 20%) slopes, on a capped landfill and the design and installation
of associated stormwater improvements for such a development would add significantly to the
cost of the project making it far less likely that the project would be able to obtain state financial
incentives needed for development. Development of a solar facility on the steep slopes at the
landfill would also likely be inconsistent with the Stormwater Gerleral Permit requirements for
solar facilities in Connecticut, including the impending Appendix I requirements which we

expect the Connecticut Department of Energy and Environmental Protection will be adopting

later this year.



2. The Property has been used by Torrington residents for recreational purposes
for years. Verogy representatives explained to the City Council that the Project will utilize only
17% of the land area of the Property (a 11.15-acre portion of the larger 66.4-acre parcel). The
remainder of the Property, including the athletic fields in the northwest portion of the Property
would remain undisturbed. The City currently has a license agreement with the Catholic
Cemeteries Association for the use of the Bishop Donnelly field athletic complex, which
includes a softball field and soccer field and related parking areas. The license agreement with
the Catholic Cemeteries Association is at no cost to the City. Use of Bishop Donnelly field will

not be affected by the Project.
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