
The petitioner is submitting for a partial Development and Management (D&M) Plan for the
site, to begin sitework in preparation of construction of the electrical facility.  The final
electrical layout and interconnection of the facilities is still under design and review with the
interconnecting utility.  The responses below outline the Petitioner’s Development and
Management  Plan.

1. The Petitioner shall prepare a Development and Management (D&M) Plan for this site in
compliance with Sections 16-50j-60 through 16-50j-62 of the Regulations of Connecticut State
Agencies. The D&M Plan shall be provided to the service list and submitted to and approved
by the Council prior to the commencement of facility construction and shall include:

a. A final site plan including, but not limited to, final facility layout, access roads, electrical
interconnection including riser pole locations, fence design, equipment pads, and
stormwater management control structures;
Attached as Exhibit A - Benz Civil Site Documents REV #9 - 6-24-21 are the final site
plan and civil construction documents.  A revision to the plans has been made for this
phase of construction to forgo demolition of the residence on site and utilize the existing
driveway.  Minor modifications have been made to the plans to support these changes
and the SWPCP has been amended to include these revisions.

The Petitioner is continuing to work with United Illuminating (UI) to finalize the project
interconnection.  The Petitioner will work with UI to reduce overhead visual impacts of
the project along Benz Street as mentioned in the CSC decision hearing for the project.
The final interconnection design is ultimately controlled by the utility, and the Petitioner
will press the Council’s concerns during the final design process.

b. Details of construction phasing that includes, at a minimum, one growing season upon
completion of the stormwater basins, swales, perimeter erosion and sedimentation
controls, and solar field grading, prior to the commencement of solar array construction.
One growing season is defined as April 1 through June 15 or August 15 through October
15;
It is intended to begin site preparation on or before 8/2/21 pending the CSC approval of
the site preparation portion of the D&M plan.  After site clearing, perimeter erosion
controls and grading will occur with the intent to get vegetation established in those areas
on or around August 15th, to allow for a growing season through October 15th.  The site
will be inspected at that time to determine if groundcover establishment is sufficient to
begin solar facility construction on October 17th, 2021.  Physical construction of the
facility would not commence until the Council has approved the construction portion of
the D & M plan.

c. Submit a box turtle protection program;
Attached as Exhibit B – Box turtle protection plan

d. Submit a copy of the DEEP Stormwater Permit;
Attached as Exhibit C – DEEP Stormwater Permit Authorization

e. Submit the final structural design for the racking system, stamped by a Professional
Engineer duly licensed in the State of Connecticut prior to commencement of
construction;



The petitioner is yet to finalize the racking and electrical design for the project.  Once
the site is cleared/graded, the Petitioner will perform on site testing to determine racking
and foundation design.  The Petitioner will submit final racking and electrical design
documents prior to the construction of the solar facility for approval of a final
Development and Management Plan.

f. Final plans for hosting sheep grazing at the site, if applicable, including, but not limited
to, provisions for emergency evacuation;
The Petitioner will submit a sheep grazing plan for approval prior to grazing the site.
The grazing plan will accompany the submission for the final Development and
Management Plan.

g. Installation of a black vinyl-coated solar field perimeter fence along Benz Street with a
six inch gap at the bottom for wildlife movement if WS opts not to host sheep grazing at
the site under (f);
The Petitioner will install a black vinyl coated perimeter fence along Benz Street with
the civil phase of construction.  The Petitioner intends to graze the site once the electrical
facility is operational.  The black vinyl coated fence will be installed without a 6” gap to
ensure a secure facility.

h. Construction hours shall occur Monday through Saturday with any Sunday work to be
requested, as necessary;
Due to the nature of completing the site preparation in a timely fashion to attain site
stabilization as quickly as possible, the Petitioner is requesting to be able to perform
Sunday work throughout the site preparation process.

i. Submit an updated DEEP NDDB determination letter prior to commencement of
construction;
Attached as Exhibit D – DEEP Updated NDDB determination Letter.

j. Consult with the DEEP Dam Safety Division regarding permitting requirements, if any,
for the proposed stormwater basins prior to site construction;
The Petitioner has contacted DEEP Dam Safety, they are currently reviewing the project,
it is not anticipated that any additional permitting requirements will be necessary at this
time.  Prior to construction, the Petitioner will provide the CSC with official
correspondence.

k. Solar module specifications that indicate the selected solar module will not contain PFAS
and will not be characterized as hazardous waste through applicable TCLP testing at the
time of this decision; and
The Petitioner has tentatively selected a Trina 475W module for the project. Exhibit E
– Trina Module Cut Sheet

l. Identification of the location for the on-site disposal of excess cut material from site
grading activities.  If a rock processor is to be used on-site, submit details regarding the
location of the processor and associated erosion/sedimentation controls and sediment
traps, and details of water use to control dust emissions.
A crushing area has been identified on the grading and erosion control plan in Exhibit A.
This includes an area large enough for crushing stockpiles to and to work around them,
for loading and handling material once complete.  There are any additional erosion
control measures required for the crushing operation.  The crushing equipment will



require water hookup of a ¾” hose connection from the residence and watering systems
are built into the crusher for dust control.  All crushing operations will follow the
requirements of the approved SWPCP.

Additional Items:
The Petitioner has updated the language associated with the originally submitted
decommissioning memo Exhibit F – Benz Solar Decommissioning Memo.
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87.6' BUFFER BETWEEN

BENZ STREET AND THE

SOLAR ARRAY. 50' (MIN.)

PROPOSED

POI AT EXISTING

U.I. POLE #1343

LAT: 41.34 / LON: -73.06

PROPOSED 7'-0" HIGH CHAIN-LINK

SECURITY FENCE INSTALLED

AROUND THE BENZ SOLAR FACILITY

PROPOSED 7'-0" HIGH

CHAIN-LINK SECURITY

FENCE INSTALLED

AROUND THE SOLAR

FACILITY

ASSUMED VERNAL

POOL LIMITS

BASED ON FIELD

INVESTIGATION

9/3/2020 & 3/29/2021

 BASIN #1

 BASIN #2

25' NO CLEARING

FROM PROPERTY LINE (TYP.)

268.90'

177.03'

173.22'

140.79'

218.29'

197.56'

180.41'

172.67'

341.38'

341.29'

209.14'

110.57'

221.05'

NORTH LIMITS

OF CLEARING

25' NO CLEARING

FROM PROPERTY LINE (TYP.)

100'  VERNAL

POOL BUFFER

75.00'

149.64'

153.11'

158.64'

179.29'

187.27'

143.29'

89.7' BUFFER BETWEEN

BENZ STREET AND THE

SOLAR ARRAY. 50' (MIN.)

164.74'

SOLAR MODULE ENVELOPE:

RACKS TO BE ADJUSTED WITHIN THE

ENVELOPE DURING CONSTRUCTION

BASED ON THE FIELD CONDITIONS

(TYP.)

50' WETLAND

BUFFER

SOLAR ARRAY #01

2676 MODULES

1000 KW-AC

25'-0" ROW-TO-ROW

SPACING (TYP.)

50' WETLANDS

BUFFER LINE

50' WETLANDS

BUFFER AREA

(HATCHED REGION)

SOLAR ARRAY #02

2676 MODULES

999 KW-AC

PROPOSED

POI AT EXISTING

U.I. POLE #1343

LAT: 41.34 / LON: -73.06

PROJECT #1 PRIMARY

RISER AND JUNCTION

POLES

PROJECT #2:

SHALBETTER PADMOUNT UTILITY

METER, TRANSFORMER, MV

SWITCHGEAR & COMMUNICATIONS

PROJECT #1:

SHALBETTER PADMOUNT UTILITY

METER, TRANSFORMER, MV

SWITCHGEAR & COMMUNICATIONS

PROJECT #2 PRIMARY

RISER AND JUNCTION

POLES

SOLAR MODULE

ENVELOPE

100'  REGULATED

AREA

30" - 36"

183" (15'-3") ±

113" (9'-5")

2 SOLAR MODULES

IN PORTRAIT

FINISH GRADE

SCREW DEPTH/DIAMETER DEPENDENT

ON GEOTECHNICAL INVESTIGATION

25° ARRAY

ANGLE

91"

MODULE

LENGTH

(TYP.)

166" (13'-10")

134" (11'-2")

CLEAR SPACE

BETWEEN

ROWS

300" (25'-0") ROW SPACING

DUAL POST RACKING

WITH GROUND SCREW GIVEN

SITE LEDGE CONDITIONS

RACKING PROFILE DETAIL:

LEGEND:

PROPOSED PROJECT FENCE

PROPOSED GRAVEL ACCESS ROAD

EXISTING PROPERTY LINE

PROPOSED AC DISTRIBUTION

50' WETLAND BUFFER AREA

WETLAND DELINEATION LINE

24 x 2 SOLAR MODULE BOCK

18 x 2 SOLAR MODULE BOCK
PROPOSED OVERHEAD ELECTRIC

ARBORVITAE SCREENING TREES

BASIN OUTLET

UMV

OE

X X X

6 x 2 & 12 x 2 SOLAR MODULE BOCK

PERIMETER FENCE DETAIL:

ADJUSTABLE

TRUSS ROD

BOTTOM SELVAGE

RAIL TIE

KNUCKLED

HOG RING

FABRIC 

TOP SELVAGE TWISTED

MIN DEPTH

IN:  48"

TOP RAIL

(1 5/8") OD

1.66" [42.2MM]

(ROUND OR "C")

LINE POST

CORNER POST

ROUND END &

10'-0" MAX SPACING

1.66" [42.2MM] (1 5/8") OD

BRACE RAIL

TENSION WIRE

TRUSS ROD

ADJUSTING UNIT

WIRE TIE

TENSION BAR

MIN WIDTH

IN: 12"  

7' FENCE

11' POST

LENGTH

(MIN.)

INSTALL CONCRETE FOOTINGS FOR GATE

POSTS, AND 2 FOOTINGS PER FENCE DIRECTION

CHANGE AT CORNER POSTS, STRAIGHT LINE

FENCE RUNS MAY BE DIRECT BURIED WITHOUT

CONCRETE FOOTINGS

PROJECT INFORMATION:

TOTAL SITE AREA = 12.72 ACRES

TOTAL SITE CLEARING = ±9.0 ACRES

TOTAL ARRAY FOOTPRINT (FENCE LIMITS) = 8.38 ACRES

TOTAL PROPOSED IMPERVIOUS:

GRAVEL ACCESS ROAD, STRUCTURAL POSTS &

EQUIPMENT PADS = 0.12 ACRES

SOLAR MODULES EFFECTIVE IMPERVIOUS = 0.65 ACRES

EXISTING ZONING : R

PROPOSED USE :  SPECIAL COMMERCIAL

SPECIFIC SITE NOTES:

1. NO LIGHTING PROPOSED WITH THE PROJECT

2. NO AUDIBLE NOISE GREATER THAN THE SITES EXISTING AMBIENT NOISE

LEVEL SHALL BE DETECTABLE AT OR BEYOND THE  PROPERTY LINE OF THE

PROJECT

3. EMERGENCY VEHICULAR & SITE ACCESS TO BE PROVIDED TO ALL LOCAL

RESPONDERS (POLICE, FIRE, ETC...)

PROJECT AREAS & IMPACTS:

BENZ SOLAR PROJECT SUMMARY

TOTAL MODULE QUANTITY = 6,136 MODULES

TOTAL SYSTEM RATING (DC-STC) = 2.57 MW

TOTAL SYSTEM RATING (AC) = 1.99 MW

ARRAY #01 = 1000 KW-AC

ARRAY #02 = 999 KW-AC

TOTAL DC:AC SYSTEM RATIO ~ 1.28

EASTERN BOX TURTLES MAY BE PRESENT IN THE PROJECT AREA.  ALL CONTRACTORS AND

SUBCONTRACTORS SHALL BE AWARE OF THE EASTERN BOX TURTLE PROTECTION PLAN AND

ADHERE TO THE REQUIREMENTS OUTLINED IN THE PLAN.

EASTERN BOX TURTLE PROTECTION
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Benz Solar Site
Eastern Box Turtle (Terrapene carolina carolina)
Protection Plan

The Benz solar site in Ansonia CT (41°20'35.1"N 73°03'39.4"W) was documented to have at least
one Eastern Box Turtle in 2020 by CLA Engineers. The Eastern Box Turtle is a State Special
Concern species afforded protection under the Connecticut Endangered Species Act.  It is also
listed as a Greatest Conservation Need species in Connecticut’s Comprehensive Wildlife
Conservation Strategy (CT DEP 2005).

CLA has designed best management practices to be carried out before and during construction to
satisfy requirements from the Connecticut Department of Energy & Environmental Protection
(“CTDEEP”) Wildlife Division and the CT Siting Council. These practices follow protocols
developed from previous rare species consultations and state-approved protection plans. The
practices and protocols presented here are focused on preventing incidental mortality to Eastern
Box Turtle specifically and will also assist in avoiding impacts to other on-site herpetofauna.

CLA Engineers will serve as the Environmental Monitor for this project to ensure that Eastern Box
Turtle protection measures are implemented properly. The Contractor shall contact Robert Russo
at least 5 business days prior to the pre-construction meeting. Mr. Russo can be reached by phone
at (860) 227-4895 or via email at brusso@claengineers.com. The recommended Eastern Box
Turtle protection program consists of the following components:

1. Isolation of the project perimeter shall occur prior to clearing activities.
2. Targeted searches of the project area prior to construction: between April 1st and May 31st.
3. Periodic inspection and maintenance of isolation structures: throughout construction

period.
4. Education of all contractors and sub-contractors prior to initiation of work on the site.
5. Documentation and reporting: submitted to CSC and NDDB by December 31, 2021 and

2022.

1. Isolation Barrier (Erosion and Sedimentation Controls)

a. Plastic netting used in a variety of erosion control products (i.e., erosion control blankets,
fiber rolls [wattles], reinforced silt fence) has been found to entangle wildlife, including
reptiles, amphibians, birds and small mammals. These products or reinforced silt fence
should not be used on the project. Temporary erosion control products, either erosion
control blankets, fiber rolls composed of processed fibers mechanically bound together to
form a continuous matrix (netless) and/or netting composed of planar woven natural
biodegradable fiber should be used to avoid/minimize wildlife entanglement.

b. Installation of erosion and sedimentation controls (i.e., silt fencing), required for erosion
control compliance and creation of a barrier to migrating/dispersing herpetofauna, should
be installed by the Contractor prior to clearing activities or any earthwork.

c. The barrier fencing should be installed with minimal ground disturbance and tree clearing,
preferably using a single small backhoe or trenching equipment.

Broyer Work
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d. The fencing will consist of non-reinforced conventional erosion control woven fabric,
installed approximately six inches below surface grade and staked at seven to ten-foot
intervals using four-foot oak stakes or approved equivalent. The Contractor is responsible
for daily inspections of the fencing for tears or breeches in the fabric and accumulation
levels of sediment, particularly following storm events of 0.25 inch or greater. CLA will
provide periodic inspections of the fencing throughout the duration of construction
activities, generally on a biweekly frequency or more frequently if site conditions warrant.

e. The Environmental Monitor will inspect the work zone following erosion control barrier
installation to ensure the barrier is satisfactorily installed.

f. All openings in the isolation barrier, used during the work day for accessibility, should be
closed with hay bales at the completion of each day.

g. The extent of the barrier fencing will be as shown on the site plans. The Contractor should
have available additional barrier fencing should field conditions warrant extending the
fencing as directed by CLA. No equipment, vehicles or construction materials shall be
stored outside of the isolation barrier fencing.

h. All silt fencing shall be removed within 30 days of completion of work and permanent
stabilization of site soils.

2. Targeted Searches–Pre-Construction

a. Upon completion of the barrier fence installation, the project limits will be searched for
Eastern Box Turtle.  The purpose of this work is to locate and remove all box turtles from
within the construction zone prior to clearing activities and throughout the duration of
facility construction.

b. All turtles observed will be removed from the project area to the identified Relocation Zone
that is located in the 100 foot vernal pool envelope.

c. The time of day, frequency and intensity of the pre-construction searches should be
determined by the Environmental Monitor based on weather conditions and success of
relocation progression. It is anticipated that searches will be conducted once per week at a
minimum, with more intensive and frequent searches conducted during periods of high
activity which would increase the likelihood of captures.

d. The Relocation Zone consists of an area of mixed hardwood forest within 100 feet of the
vernal pool. This is the area where the turtle was previously observed.

3. Contractor Education

a. Prior to the start of construction, the Contractor shall attend an educational session at the
pre-construction meeting with CLA. This orientation and educational session will consist
of an introductory meeting with CLA providing photos of herpetofauna that may be
encountered during construction activities, including eastern box turtles, emphasizing the
non-aggressive nature of these species, the absence of need to destroy wildlife that might
be encountered and the need to follow the prescribed protection measures.

b. The Contractor will be provided with cell phone and email contacts for CLA to
immediately report encounters with any turtles or other herpetofauna. Educational poster
materials will be provided by CLA and displayed on the job site to maintain worker
awareness as the project progresses.



4. Turtle Protective Measures–During Construction

a. Prior to the start of construction each day, the Contractor shall search the entire work area
for turtles. The Environmental Monitor will also conduct periodic inspections of the work
area depending upon weather conditions, observed turtle activity, or other factors.

b. If a turtle is found, it shall be immediately moved by carefully grasped in both hands, one
on each side of the shell, between the turtle’s forelimbs and the hind limbs, and placed just
outside of the isolation barrier closest to where it was encountered. The Environmental
Monitor should be notified of any observed Eastern Box Turtle.

c. Special care shall be taken by the Contractor during early morning and evening hours and
on overcast rainy days so that possible basking or foraging turtles are not harmed by
construction activities.

5. Reporting

a. Following completion of the construction project, CLA will provide a summary report to
the Connecticut Siting Council and CTDEEP documenting the monitoring and
maintenance of the barrier fence and erosion control measures.

b. Any observations of Eastern Box Turtle or other state listed species will be reported to
CTDEEP by CLA with photo-documentation (if possible) and with specific information
on the location and disposition of the animal.



Connecticut Department of

ENERGY &
ENVIRONMENTAL
PROTECTION

79 Elm Street • Hartford, CT 06106-5127 www.ct.gov/deep Affirmative Action/Equal Opportunity Employer

Bureau of Materials Management and Compliance Assurance

Notice of Permit Authorization

June, 16 2021

Steven Broyer
JEFFERSON SOLAR LLC
222 S 9th St
Minneapolis, MN 55402-3382

Subject: General Permit Registration for the Discharge of Stormwater and Dewatering
Wastewaters from Construction Activities
Application NO.: 202080118

Steven Broyer:

The Department of Energy and Environmental Protection, Water Permitting and Enforcement
Division of the Bureau of Materials Management and Compliance Assurance, has completed the
review of the Benz Street Solar (located at 31 Benz St, Ansonia) registration for the General
Permit for the Discharge of Stormwater and Dewatering Wastewaters from Construction
Activities, effective 10/1/13 (general permit) . The project is compliant with the requirements of
the general permit and the discharge(s) associated with this project is (are) authorized to commence
as of the date of this letter. Permit No. GSN003655 has been assigned to authorize the stormwater
discharge(s) from this project.

Questions can be emailed to deep.stormwater@ct.gov.
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May 17, 2021 

Blake Nicholson 
Windam Solar LLC 
222 S 9th St, Suite 1600 
Minneapolis, MN 55402 
blake.nicholson@ecosrenewable.com 
 

NDDB DETERMINATION NUMBER: 202105024 

Project: Benz Solar - Solar Energy Facility -31 Benz St., Ansonia, CT 

Expiration: May 17, 2023 

I have reviewed Natural Diversity Data Base (NDDB) maps and files regarding this project. According to our 
records, there are State-listed species (RCSA Sec. 26-306) documented nearby the proposed project area.   

• Eastern box turtle (Terrapene carolina carolina)- State Special Concern 

In Connecticut, these turtles are found in well-drained forest bottomlands and a matrix of open deciduous forests, 
early successional habitat, fields, gravel pits, and or powerlines.   Turtles are dormant between November 1 and 
April 1 and hibernate in only a few inches from the surface in forested habitat. 

The greatest threat to this species is habitat loss, fragmentation, and degradation due to development.  This 
species is very sensitive to adult mortality because of late maturity (10 years old) and long life span (50-100years).  
Vehicular traffic, heavy equipment used for farming, and ATV use in natural areas are implicated specifically in 
adult mortality through collisions.  Illegal collection by the pet trade and unknowing public for home pets 
exacerbates mortality rates and removes important individuals from the population.  Predation rates are also 
unnaturally high because of increased predator populations (e.g. skunks, foxes, raccoons, and crows) that 
surround developed areas. 

Construction protection measures: 
Land disturbance activities that will crush active turtles or unearth/or crush hibernating turtles or nests need to 
consider local habitat features and apply fencing and/or time of year restrictions as appropriate.  We recommend 
you consult with a herpetologist familiar with preferred habitats to assist you with proper techniques to ensure 
the best protection strategies are employed for your site.  
 
If land disturbance will occur in open fields, early successional habitat, sandy open patches nearby wetland 
features, and sandy roads and roadsides or other potential nesting areas designated by a qualified herpetologist 
you will need to take precautions to prevent female turtles from entering work area and setting up nests.  This 
fencing would need to be in place before May 15. 

 
If land disturbance will occur in forested habitat you will need to take precautions to avoid crushing hibernating 
adults.   

• Restrict your land disturbance activities in forested habitat to the turtle active season (conduct land 
disturbance activities between April 1- November 1). 

When working in the upland between April 1- November 1: 

mailto:blake.nicholson@ecosrenewable.com
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• Exclusionary practices will be required to prevent any turtle access into construction areas. These 
measures will need to be installed at the limits of disturbance as shown on the plans.  

• Exclusionary fencing be at least 20 inches tall and must be secured to and remain in contact with the 
ground and be regularly maintained (at least bi-weekly and after major weather events) to secure any 
gaps or openings at ground level that may let animal pass through. 

• Prior to construction, all turtles occurring within fencing work area will be relocated to suitable 
habitat outside disturbance area.  This should be performed by a qualified professional familiar with 
habitat requirements and behavior of the species. 

• The Contractor must search the work area each morning prior to any work being done. 
• All construction personnel working within the turtle habitat must be apprised of the species 

description and the possible presence of a listed species. 
• Any turtles encountered within the immediate work area shall be carefully moved to an adjacent area 

outside of the excluded area and fencing should be inspected to identify and remove access point.  
These animals are protected by law and no turtles should be relocated from the site. 

• In areas where silt fence is used for exclusion, it shall be removed as soon as the area is stable to 
allow for reptile and amphibian passage to resume. 

• No heavy machinery or vehicles may be parked in any turtle habitat.  
• Special precautions must be taken to avoid degradation of wetland habitats including any wet 

meadows and seasonal vernal pools. 

Site Management protection measures:  
Mowing is major source of human induced adult turtle mortality. 

• Avoid mowing or vehicular traffic during peak use by this species (May 15-Sept 15) 

Use these additional techniques to minimize impact, especially if you need to mow during peak use times: 
• Mowing style: Avoid flail mower heads with guide bars that ride along the ground.  Sickle bar mowers 

will have the least impact if mowing every 1-5 years.  In areas with more woody vegetation >1-2” 
diameter Brontosaurus-style mower will likely have the least impact on turtles. 

• Mowing height: If mowing during active season, retention of mowing stubble to 7-12 inches will 
reduce mortality, reduce blade wear, and will leave important cover for animals. 

• Directionality - If mowing during the active season is necessary, start mowing from the center of the 
field and use a back-and-forth approach, or large circular pattern, to avoid concentrating fleeing 
animals where they may be killed or stranded. In addition, leave an unmowed 30 ft strip around the 
perimeter of the field and mow this area last. Most turtles are found in these areas and this provides 
time for them to react to the mowing activity and move out of the area.   

o If field is near stream: start mowing the side furthest from stream and work towards stream. 
o If field is bordered by woodland: start mowing side furthest from woodland and work towards 

woodland. 
o If field is bordered by road, start mowing next to the road and work your way across field. 

• Mower Speed – Mowing in low gear or at slow speeds will allow turtles to react and move out of the 
field.  

• Unmowed Edge - Leaving an unmowed field edge in high turtle use areas until after September 15th.  
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Site Design Recommendations: 
If planned properly, you can increase the value of the habitat for wildlife and state listed species with your 
development. 

• Create a site management plan to promote native vegetation growth in the area under the solar 
panels.   Restoring native vegetation will attract pollinators and avoid the need for constant mowing.  
Reduced need for mowing will reduce the risk for turtles. 

• Provide habitat for wildlife and allow for connectivity for wildlife movement.  Use wildlife-friendly 
fencing to allow movement through the solar development. 

  This is determination is valid for two years.  
 

Natural Diversity Data Base information includes all information regarding critical biological resources available to 
us at the time of the request. This information is a compilation of data collected over the years by the Department 
of Energy and Environmental Protection’s Bureau of Natural Resources and cooperating units of DEEP, 
independent conservation groups, and the scientific community. This information is not necessarily the result of 
comprehensive or site-specific field investigations. Consultations with the NDDB should not be substituted for on-
site surveys required for environmental assessments. Current research projects and new contributors continue to 
identify additional populations of species and locations of habitats of concern, as well as, enhance existing data. 
Such new information is incorporated in the NDDB as it becomes available. 

Please contact me if you have any questions (shannon.kearney@ct.gov). Thank you for consulting with the 
Natural Diversity Data Base and continuing to work with us to protect State-listed species. 

Sincerely, 

/s/ Shannon B. Kearney 
Wildlife Biologist 
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Benz Solar Project - Decommissioning Memo
This memo describes a Decommissioning Plan that establishes the approach to conduct

decommissioning activities for the permanent closure of the Facilities at the end of the Facilities’ useful
life or the permanent cessation of the Facilities’ operation, whichever comes first.  The Plan describes
the approach for removal and/or abandonment of facilities and equipment  associated with the Facilities
and describes anticipated land-restoration activities.

DECOMMISSIONING ACTIVITIES:

Decommissioning will involve removal and disposal or recycling of all above-surface  Project
components.  All recyclable materials will be transported to the appropriate nearby recycling facilities.
Any non-recyclable materials will be properly disposed of at a nearby landfill.  95% or greater of the
Facilities’ components will be recyclable.

Decommissioning Preparation:

The first step in the decommissioning process will be to assess existing site conditions and
prepare the site for demolition.  Site decommissioning and equipment removal can take up to six
months to complete for a project of this size.  Therefore, access roads, fencing, and  electrical power will
temporarily remain in place for use by the decommissioning and site restoration workers until no longer
needed.   Demolition debris will be placed in temporary on-site storage areas pending final
transportation and disposal/recycling according to the  procedures listed below.

PV Equipment Removal and Recycling:

During decommissioning, all the Facilities components will be either removed from the site and
recycled or abandoned in place 12 inches below grade (for underground conduit).  Equipment removal
will include all pad-mounted cabinets, above ground and in conduit wiring, solar modules, solar module
racking, transformers, switchgear, inverters, and panel boards.  Major equipment such as transformers
will be recycled or rebuilt for future uses.

Steel beams that supported the module racking and inverters/panelboards will be mechanically
pulled out of the ground; any resulting holes will be backfilled with on-site soil to match existing site soil
conditions.  The concrete transformer and interconnection equipment pads will be broken up and
removed from the site.

Demolition debris and removed equipment may be cut or dismantled into pieces that can easily
be transported from the site.  The majority of steel and aluminum will be processed for transportation
and delivered to an off-site recycling center.  The solar modules will be palletized and transported to the
nearest recycling facility that will accept them.  Minimal non-recyclable materials are anticipated; these
will be properly disposed of at the nearest qualified disposal facility.
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Internal Power Collection System:

The DC and AC power collection system will be dismantled and removed.  All underground
cables will be removed from conduit and recycled.  Conduit associated with DC and AC power, may
remain in place at a depth of 12 inches below ground surface.  All  conduit that is removed will be
recycled.

Access Roads:

The onsite access driveway will remain in place to accomplish decommissioning at the end of
the facility’s life.  At the time of decommissioning, if the landowner determines that this road will be
beneficial for the future use of the site, the  access road may remain in place after decommissioning.
The future use of the site is currently undetermined, but it is assumed that the access to the site will
remain unchanged for future development of the parcel.

Security Fence:

The chain link perimeter security fence will remain in place during decommissioning activities
for site safety and security purposes.  At the time of decommissioning, if the landowner determines that
this fence will be beneficial for the future use of the site, the fence may remain after decommissioning.
The future use of the site is currently undetermined.  If the fencing is not used, it will be removed and
transported to the nearest steel recycling facility.  Holes left behind by the fence support posts will be
backfilled with on site soil and will be seeded to match existing onsite groundcover.

Landscaping:

The double row of screening vegetation along certain areas of the northern and western
perimeter of the Site will remain in place during decommissioning activities for site safety and security
purposes.  At the time of decommissioning, if the landowner determines that  this landscaping will be
beneficial for the future use of the site, the landscaping may remain after decommissioning.  The future
use of the site is undetermined at this time.  If the  landscaping is not used, it will be removed and
transported to the nearest plant material disposal facility for composting or mulching.  Shrubs, bushes,
and trees would be stump cut to just below ground level.

13.8 kV Interconnection Line:

The interconnection cabling that runs East from the project and across Benz Street to connect
the Facilities to the UI distribution circuit will remain in place during decommissioning activities to
provide electric service onsite during  decommissioning.  At the time of decommissioning, if the
landowner determines that this  electric service line will be beneficial for the future use of the site, the
line may remain after decommissioning. If the line is not used, it will be removed per UI guidelines and
transported offsite to the nearest recycling facility.



SITE RECLAMATION:

After the Facilities are completely decommissioned, and all equipment has been removed from
the Site, additional activities will be performed to ensure appropriate surface drainage patterns and
establishment of groundcover of disturbed areas.

Restoration Process:

Site Restoration activities associated with decommissioning are anticipated to be very minimal.
Ponds and swales will remain in place as constructed for the solar facility.  The grading and sitework
preformed for the solar facility will have created a rolling terrain suitable for a variety of future
development options for the site.

Reclamation will restore vegetative cover disturbed by the removal of equipment.  The process
will involve the replacement of topsoil and vegetation, as well as modification of site topography where
necessary to maintain appropriate site drainage.

If any soils are determined to be compacted at levels that would affect successful revegetation,
decompaction will occur.  The method of decompaction will depend on how  compacted the soil has
become over the life of the Project.

Monitoring Activities:

The Site will be monitored after Site Reclamation activities are complete to confirm that any
earthwork and revegetation was performed correctly and last permanently.  The Site will be periodically
inspected (at least twice annually) to ensure appropriate stabilization and groundcover is established
during the reclamation process.  Any deficiencies will be immediately corrected.  This monitoring will
continue for a period of five years, or until the Site is redeveloped for a future use, whichever comes
first.


