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STATE OF CONNECTICUT 

CONNECTICUT SITING COUNCIL 

 

GRE GACRUX LLC petition for a declaratory 

ruling for the proposed construction, maintenance 

and operation of a 16.78-megawatt AC solar 

photovoltaic electric generating facility in Waterford, 

Connecticut. Reopening of this petition based on 

changed conditions. 

Petition No. 1347A 

 August 3, 2020 

 

PETITION 1347A: GRE GACRUX LLC’S RESPONSE TO 

STR-STH’S OBJECTION AND MOTION TO STRIKE 

Petitioner GRE GACRUX LLC (“GRE” or “Petitioner”) hereby submits the following 

response to the Objection and Motion to Strike filed earlier today by Save the Rivers-Save the 

Hills (“STR-STH”).  As GRE understands it, STR-STH objects to one of GRE’s late-files as 

relying on hearsay, and objects to the other as being a summary of correspondence between GRE 

and the Connecticut Department of Energy and Environmental Protection (“CT DEEP”).  GRE 

shall address each of these objections in turn. 

The first issue is that STR-STH takes issue with the response to item (i) and its reference 

to a confidential report from GRE’s panel provider of choice.  While STR-STH is correct that the 

Siting Council has a provision for the filing of information under seal, but the confidential 

material contained in the report belongs to the panel manufacturer, not GRE.  Thus, it is not 

GRE’s information to divulge, even under seal, to the Siting Council, STR-STH, or any of the 

other parties and intervenors.   

Nonetheless, GRE stands by its response to item (i).  Mr. La Marche can testify to the 

matter further as he had conferred with the manufacturer in question.  In addition, if this Petition 

is approved, GRE is willing to provide the Council with details regarding the selenium content of 
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panel that will be used on the project, likely in the D&M Plan phase. It is GRE’s intent to utilize 

panels that meet or will be lower in selenium content than the selenium content referenced in 

item (i). 

STR-STH also takes objection to GRE’s summary of CT DEEP’s comments on GRE’s 

stormwater design and claims that it cannot conduct cross examination based on this summary.  

GRE was precluded from filing its full responses to CTDEEP, since those responses took place 

(as GRE indicated they would) after the Council’s deadline for the submission of information.1  

However, since STR-STH wants to see the full comments from CT DEEP, rather than GRE’s 

summary of them, those comments and one of GRE’s responses thereto are reproduced on pages 

3 and 4.  These two pages contain the e-mail from Mr. Neal Williams of CT DEEP providing his 

July 9, 2020 comments on GRE’s stormwater permitting materials, and Mr. Kochis’s July 29th 

response thereto. That July 29th response provided Mr. Williams with the filing made by GRE in 

this Petition on July 28, 2020.  That full filing is attached again as Exhibit A to this Response, 

provided solely so that STR-STH may see what transpired between GRE and CT DEEP.  Since 

that material is already in the record, STR-STH has had full access to it since the filing of this 

material on July 28, 2020.    

                                                 
1 GRE notes that despite this deadline having passed, STR-STH has sought to introduce new pre-

filed testimony, new exhibits and new items for administrative notice one day before the hearing 

is scheduled to take place.  Since STR-STH has seen fit to do this, GRE believes that it is also 

entitled to submit information for the Council’s review today.  If the Council disagrees, GRE 

will obviously abide by that decision, however, GRE would then object to STR-STH’s 

introduction of testimony, evidence and items for administrative notice as similarly untimely. 



3 

 

 

 

  



4 

 

 

  



5 

 

As indicated in the e-mail below, Mr. Kochis also provided CT DEEP with a stormwater 

report under a separate cover.  Because the report was produced after the July 28, 2020 cut-off 

for submissions, GRE does not believe it is appropriate to include that material now, and GRE is 

content to have its Petition considered by the Council with the materials that have already been 

included in the administrative record.  There were only minor edits made to the Stormwater 

Report to reflect: the changes in the dimensions of Basin 5 (which changes were reflected in the 

drawings already submitted to the Siting Council); the addition of sediment traps upstream from 

the infiltration basins (which were reflected on previously filed things); and a revision to the 

O&M Measures for key items to check for erosion and drainage measures.  Should the Council 

or any party or intervenor so desire, Mr. Kochis can discuss these minor edits during the August 

4, 2020 hearing. 

WHEREFORE, GRE trusts that this resolves STR-STH’s objections satisfactorily, and 

looks forward to the resumption of hearings. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

GRE GRACRUX LLC 

 

  

By:_________________________________   

Lee D. Hoffman 

lhoffman@pullcom.com  

Amanda G. Gurren 

agurren@pullcom.com   

Pullman & Comley, LLC 

90 State House Square 

Hartford, CT 06103-3702 

Ph. (860) 424-4315 

Ph. (860) 424-4338 

Fax (860) 424-4370 

Its Attorneys 
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CERTIFICATION 

I hereby certify that a copy of the foregoing document was delivered by e-mail on August 

3, 2020 to the following service list:   

 

The Honorable Robert J. Brule  

First Selectman  

Waterford Town Hall  

15 Rope Ferry Road  

Waterford, CT 06385  

rbrule@waterfordct.org  

apiersall@waterfordct.org 

 

Jean-Paul La Marche  

Development Manager  

Clean Focus Renewables, Inc.  

jean-paul.lamarche@cleanfocus.us 

 

Deborah Moshier-Dunn  

VP, Save the River-Save the Hills, Inc.  

P.O. Box 505  

Waterford, CT 06385  

debm0727@sbcglobal.net 

 

Robert A. Avena 

Suisman Shapiro 

20 South Anguilla Road 

PO Box 1445 

Pawcatuck, CT 06379 

ravena@sswbgg.com 

Emily A. Gianquinto 

EAG Law LLC 

21 Oak Street, Suite 601 

Hartford, CT 06106 

(860) 785-0545 

(860) 838-9027 -fax 

emily@eaglawllc.com  

 

 

 

 

     Lee D. Hoffman 
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