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Problem

fence fallen over or
stakes broken from
pressure of water

Figure GSF-5 Silt Fence Trouble Shooting Guide

too large drainage area

Change to stone check dams or add additional
controls up slope to reduce velocities and sediment
loading (see measure matrix, Chapter 4 for other
measures available).

flows too concentrated

Repair or replace fence, increase staking frequency,
angle stake up slope, consider installing hay bale
barrier on the down slope side of fence in area of
concentration or adding guy wire for support.

stake not driven deep enough
geotextile not properly attached
to stakes

Repair or replace fence, increase stake depth.
Recheck manufacturer’s instructions on attachment
and re-attach.

undercutting, toe
failure

poor trenching or inadequate
compaction, not enough geot-
extile buried

Install new fence properly or retrench, fill & com-
pact rills at fence failure, drive stakes deeper as
necessary to bury enough geotextile, fill & compact
trench and down slope rills to provide support. For
repeated failures consider installing hay bale barrier
on the down slope side at the failure site after
repair work is done.

fence not on the contour,
runoff eroding up slope side of
barrier

Retrench, fill & compact rills at fence failure, and
install perpendicular wings to break flow line such
that bottom end of wing is higher than top of fence
at wing joint OR install stone barriers on up slope
side of fence to reduce runoff velocities. For
repeated failures consider installing hay bale barrier
on the down slope side at the failure site after

poor transition from trench to
obstruction at grade

Fill failed area to make smooth transition from
trench to obstruction and re-bury flap of geotextile
with 6 inches of tamped soil or aggregate. For
repeated failures consider installing hay bale barrier
on the down slope side at the failure site after
repair work is done.

water running
around ends

not extending end of fencing
far enough up slope

Extend fence far enough up slope so that bottom of
fence end is higher than top of lowest portion of
fence, overlap joints at least 6 inches.

2002 Connecticut Guidelines for Soil Erosion and Sediment Control
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