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STATE OF CONNECTICUT 
CONNECTICUT SITING COUNCIL  

Ten Franklin Square, New Britain, CT  06051 

Phone: (860) 827-2935  Fax: (860) 827-2950 

E-Mail: siting.council@ct.gov 

Web Site: portal.ct.gov/csc 

 
VIA ELECTRONIC MAIL 

 

November 20, 2020 

 

Paul M. Geraghty, Esq. 

Geraghty & Bonnano, LLC 

38 Granite St., P.O. Box 231 

New London, CT  06320 

pgeraghty@geraghtybonnano.com 

 

RE: PETITION NO. 1293 - Eversource Energy declaratory ruling that no Certificate of 

Environmental Compatibility and Public Need is required for all transmission facility asset 

condition maintenance improvements to comply with the updated National Electric Safety 

Code clearance requirements. SUB-PETITION NO. 1293-LG-01 (Ledyard-Groton) -  

Request for Intervenor Status. Motion for Hearing. 

 

Dear Attorney Geraghty: 

 

During a public meeting of the Connecticut Siting Council (Council) held on November 19, 2020, 

the Council denied John J. Creaturo and Genevieve Triplett’s request for Intervenor status and 

Motion for Hearing that was submitted on October 27, 2020. 

 

Enclosed is a copy of the staff report, dated November 19, 2020.   

 

Thank you for your attention and cooperation. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

s/Melanie A. Bachman 
 

Melanie A. Bachman 

Executive Director 

 

Enclosure: Staff Report, dated November 19, 2020 

 

MAB/RDM/laf 

 

c: Kathleen Shanley, Transmission Planning, Eversource Energy 
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Sub-Petition No. 1293 –LG-01 (Ledyard-Groton) 

Eversource Energy 

Statewide – National Electrical Safety Code Transmission Line Maintenance Activities 

 

Staff Report 

November 19, 2020 

 

On March 2, 2017, the Connecticut Siting Council (Council) received a Petition (Petition) from The 

Connecticut Light and Power Company, d/b/a Eversource Energy (Eversource) for a Declaratory Ruling 

that no Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need is required for all statewide 

transmission line maintenance activities to comply with the updated National Electrical Safety Code 

(NESC) standards, including, but not limited to, conductor clearance requirements. The NESC is the 

authoritative code for ensuring the continued practical safeguarding of persons and utility facilities during 

the installation, operation and maintenance of electric power and communications utility systems, including 

substations, overhead lines and underground lines.  

 

To comply with the 2017 NESC conductor clearance requirements, Eversource proposed to replace 

compromised wood structures exhibiting age, weathering, cracking, splitting, rot and woodpecker damage 

with weathering steel structures that are similar in appearance with no more than a 10-foot increase in 

structure height of some of the new replacement structures to comply with NESC conductor clearance 

requirements, as well as installation of new foundations for the replacement structures and relocation of 

existing lines to the new replacement structures. Structure replacements that do not require an increase in 

height to comply with the NESC are not subject to the Council’s jurisdiction. 

 

On March 31, 2017, the Council issued a declaratory ruling for the statewide transmission line maintenance 

activities that require an increase in height of the replacement structures to comply with the NESC, 

including the approval to replace compromised wood structures with weathering steel structures, subject to 

two conditions: 

 

1. Eversource shall file with the Council a sub-petition for each site-specific transmission line 

maintenance activity; and 

2. Eversource shall provide notice to the town(s) and abutting property owners of the proposed 

transmission line maintenance activity with a copy of the site-specific sub-petition indicating that 

comments or concerns should be submitted to the Council within 30 days of the date that the sub-

petition is sent to the town(s) and abutting property owners.  

 

Pursuant to Connecticut General Statutes (CGS) §16-50i and §16-50x, the Council has exclusive 

jurisdiction over electric transmission lines in the state, including the location and modifications to the 

facilities. 

 

On September 30, 2020, Eversource submitted a sub-petition to replace 33 wood structures with weathering 

steel structures in existing right-of-way (ROW) along a portion of the existing 400/1410 Transmission Line 

in Ledyard and Groton (Sub-petition).  The 400 Line, in its entirety, is a 69-killovolt line that extends from 

Gales Ferry Substation in Ledyard to Buddington Substation in Groton to Tunnel Substation in Preston. 

The 1410 Line, in its entirety, is a 115-kilovolt line that extends from Montville Substation in Montville to 

Buddington Substation. 
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In its Sub-petition and consistent with Condition No. 1 of the Council’s March 31, 2017 Declaratory Ruling, 

Eversource identified the location of each structure to be replaced that requires an increase in height and 

the location of each replacement structure; described the maintenance activity and included site drawings 

and plans depicting current field conditions and access routes to areas of the maintenance activities; 

included representative photo simulations of the weathering steel replacement structures and photographs 

of the compromised conditions of the structures to be replaced; detailed description of the potential 

environmental effects of construction relative to wetlands and watercourses, flood zones, Department of 

Energy and Environmental Protection Natural Diversity Database (DEEP NDDB) areas, vegetation 

management and a mitigation and protection plan of such resources including re-vegetation and site 

stabilization consistent with the 2002 Connecticut Guidelines for Soil Erosion and Sediment Control, as 

amended, as well as Eversource’s Best Management Practices Manual for Massachusetts and Connecticut, 

September 2016.  

 

In compliance with Condition No. 2 of the Council’s March 31, 2017 Declaratory Ruling, on September 

30, 2020, Eversource provided proof of notice to the Towns of Ledyard and Groton and 26 abutting property 

owners.  

 

October 5, 2020, John Creaturo and Genevieve Triplett (Creaturo & Triplett) of 43 Pheasant Run in Ledyard 

submitted comment to the Council stating that the proposed Sub-petition work activities would have an 

adverse impact to the environment and impede their use of the right-of-way (ROW).  An approximate 

1,985-foot long section of the existing Eversource ROW is on the Creaturo & Triplett property.  The 

Council responded to Creaturo & Triplett’s comments on October 21, 2020. Copies of the comments and 

the Council’s response are attached.     
 

On October 27, 2020, Creaturo & Triplett filed a request for intervenor status and a request for a public 

hearing.  In their request, Creaturo & Triplett state that the proposed transmission line maintenance 

activities within the existing ROW on their property would negatively affect Thompson Brook by clearing 

trees in close proximity to the brook, disturb stonewalls along the property boundaries, and adversely affect 

their use of the existing ROW to raise Christmas trees, bees and goats.  Furthermore, Creaturo & Triplett 

object to the placement of permanent work pads within the ROW on their property.   
 

With regard to the concerns about Thompson Brook, Eversource plans to install temporary timber 

construction matting for two upland structure work pads (Structures 7426 & 7427) located on either side of 

Thompson Brook, and utilize an existing access road within the ROW that has a culvert crossing of the 

brook to access the structures, as shown on Sub-petition Map Sheet 4 of 6.  

 

With regard to tree clearing within the ROW, given the configuration of the new replacement structures, 

clearing will occur to the west edge of the ROW on the Creaturo & Triplett property to meet the 2017 NESC 

conductor clearance requirements, resulting in the conversion of woodland to scrub-shrub or herbaceous 

habitats.  Clearing will also occur in other areas to allow construction vehicles to safely access work pad 

locations.    

 

With regard to stone walls that demarcate the Creaturo & Triplett and Avalonia Land Trust properties near 

Structures 7425 and 7426, Eversource intends to restore disturbed stone walls upon the completion of 

construction, as shown on Sub-petition Map Sheet 4 of 6.  

 

With regard to concerns about the property owner’s use of the existing ROW, the Council does not have 

any jurisdiction or authority to interpret and/or enforce the respective rights of the parties under the terms 

of the easement. 
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With regard to construction work pads, consistent with Item 7 on page 4 of the Council’s March 31, 2017 

Declaratory Ruling, property owners may request removal of work pads in upland areas.  
 
 

The detailed map sheets submitted with the Sub-petition specifically identify the locations of existing 

structures, the locations of existing structures to be removed, the locations of proposed replacement 

structures, existing and proposed access routes, as well as access routes to be improved and proposed 

alternate access routes, hiking trails, work pads, temporary construction matting, delineated wetland 

boundaries, delineated watercourse boundaries, open water, DEEP NDDB areas, flood zones, existing 

ROW, Eversource-owned property boundaries, parcel boundaries, line list numbers of abutting property 

owners and municipal boundaries. Any agreements with private property owners relative to access or 

disagreements with private property owners relative to encroachment are not subject to the Council’s 

jurisdiction.  

 

Routine general maintenance and vegetation management activities of the electric transmission lines that 

are not directly associated with the replacement of the structures identified in the Sub-petition are under the 

exclusive jurisdiction of the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) and are exempt from Council 

review.   
 

Due to its interstate nature, electric transmission is subject to a multitude of mandatory federal and regional 

electric reliability standards, including, but not limited to, the NESC. Failure to comply with these 

mandatory electric reliability standards can result in penalties, sanctions or mandated remedial actions. 

Costs of non-compliance and the burden of compromised electric reliability are borne by the electric 

ratepayers of the state. Electric transmission lines are the backbone of the North American electric grid. 

Electric transmission lines in Connecticut impact power flows throughout the 6 state New England region 

and faults on an electric transmission line in Connecticut could produce cascading effects on other system 

elements throughout the region. 
 

The Council’s charge under the Public Utility Environmental Standards Act is to balance the public need 

for adequate and reliable public utility services at the lowest reasonable cost to consumers with the need to 

protect the environment and the ecology of the state. Therefore, based on the foregoing and consistent with 

the Council’s decision in Sub-petition No. 1293- BR-02 (Bethel_Redding),1 Council staff recommends that 

Creaturo and Triplett’s request for intervenor status and request for a public hearing be denied. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                 
1 Sub-petition No. 1293- BR-02 (Bethel_Redding), available at https://portal.ct.gov/CSC/3_Petitions/Petition-

Nos-1291-1300/Petition-No-1293EversourceBethelRedding 

https://portal.ct.gov/CSC/3_Petitions/Petition-Nos-1291-1300/Petition-No-1293EversourceBethelRedding
https://portal.ct.gov/CSC/3_Petitions/Petition-Nos-1291-1300/Petition-No-1293EversourceBethelRedding
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