
STATE OF CONNECTICUT 
CONNECTICUT SITING COUNCIL  

Ten Franklin Square, New Britain, CT  06051 
Phone: (860) 827-2935  Fax: (860) 827-2950 

E-Mail: siting.council@ct.gov
Web Site: portal.ct.gov/csc

VIA ELECTRONIC MAIL 

December 27, 2024 

Ernest Marmer  
Selectperson 
Town of Colebrook 
558 Colebrook Road 
P. O. Box 5 
Colebrook, CT 06021 
emarmer@hightoweradvisors.com 

RE: PETITION NO. 983 - BNE Energy, Inc. Declaratory Ruling that no Certificate of 
Environmental Compatibility and Public Need is required for the construction, 
maintenance, and operation of a 4.8 MW Wind Renewable Generating facility located on 
Flagg Hill Road, Colebrook, Connecticut. 

Dear Selectperson Ernest Marmer: 

The Connecticut Siting Council (Council) is in receipt of your recent correspondence concerning 
Petition No. 983.   

The Council issued a Declaratory Ruling for the above-referenced facility on June 2, 2011. 
Condition No. 2 of the Council’s Decision and Order (D&O) required BNE Energy, Inc. (BNE) 
to submit a Development and Management (D&M) Plan prior to commencement of facility 
construction that included, but was not limited to, a Project Decommissioning Plan for the three 
approved wind turbines at the Wind Colebrook South site.1 

On September 16, 2011, in compliance with Condition No. 2 of the Council’s Petition No. 983 
D&O, BNE submitted its D&M Plan, including, but not limited to, the Project Decommissioning 
Plan referenced in your December 23, 2024 correspondence.2 The Council approved BNE’s 
D&M Plan on November 22, 2011 with the condition to incorporate the “Proposed 
Decommissioning Specifications for Wind Colebrook South and Wind Colebrook North”3 
attached to the Town of Colebrook’s (Town) May 20, 2011 Post-Hearing Brief.4 A copy of the 
Town’s proposed decommissioning specifications from its May 20, 2011 Post-Hearing Brief is 
attached for your convenience. 

Neither Condition No. 2 of the Council’s June 2, 2011 Petition No. 983 D&O to submit a Project 
Decommissioning Plan as part of the D&M Plan nor the condition of the Council’s November 22, 

1 Council June 2, 2011 Petition No. 983 D&O, available at https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/csc/1_dockets-
medialibrary/petition_983/decision/pe983dopdf.pdf?rev=8e71fba0457d4cb3a4c3dad93d5b7d34&hash=552
503C9A7FDF6441C0A5A7CE52B2D0F  
2 BNE November 16, 2011 Petition No. 983 Project Decommissioning Plan, available at 
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/csc/1_dockets-
medialibrary/petition_983/dm_plan/decommissioningplanpdf.pdf?rev=7baa9d07eb9a42c58c9661d33e9a58
66&hash=6944080480364F2BF92CB2CC21B8D0E6  
3 Wind Colebrook North is associated with the Council’s Declaratory Ruling in Petition No. 984. 
4 Town May 20, 2011 Post-Hearing Brief for Petition No. 983, available at https://portal.ct.gov/-
/media/csc/1_dockets-
medialibrary/petition_983/fofdecisionbriefs/colebrookbrieffindingsoffactpdf.pdf?rev=569d371d49d24c1e9
2acc316a4b9d4c4&hash=E44C3D9C5F0A171269B1281638477E69  

mailto:siting.council@ct.gov
mailto:emarmer@hightoweradvisors.com
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/csc/1_dockets-medialibrary/petition_983/decision/pe983dopdf.pdf?rev=8e71fba0457d4cb3a4c3dad93d5b7d34&hash=552503C9A7FDF6441C0A5A7CE52B2D0F
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/csc/1_dockets-medialibrary/petition_983/decision/pe983dopdf.pdf?rev=8e71fba0457d4cb3a4c3dad93d5b7d34&hash=552503C9A7FDF6441C0A5A7CE52B2D0F
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/csc/1_dockets-medialibrary/petition_983/decision/pe983dopdf.pdf?rev=8e71fba0457d4cb3a4c3dad93d5b7d34&hash=552503C9A7FDF6441C0A5A7CE52B2D0F
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/csc/1_dockets-medialibrary/petition_983/dm_plan/decommissioningplanpdf.pdf?rev=7baa9d07eb9a42c58c9661d33e9a5866&hash=6944080480364F2BF92CB2CC21B8D0E6
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/csc/1_dockets-medialibrary/petition_983/dm_plan/decommissioningplanpdf.pdf?rev=7baa9d07eb9a42c58c9661d33e9a5866&hash=6944080480364F2BF92CB2CC21B8D0E6
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/csc/1_dockets-medialibrary/petition_983/dm_plan/decommissioningplanpdf.pdf?rev=7baa9d07eb9a42c58c9661d33e9a5866&hash=6944080480364F2BF92CB2CC21B8D0E6
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/csc/1_dockets-medialibrary/petition_983/fofdecisionbriefs/colebrookbrieffindingsoffactpdf.pdf?rev=569d371d49d24c1e92acc316a4b9d4c4&hash=E44C3D9C5F0A171269B1281638477E69
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/csc/1_dockets-medialibrary/petition_983/fofdecisionbriefs/colebrookbrieffindingsoffactpdf.pdf?rev=569d371d49d24c1e92acc316a4b9d4c4&hash=E44C3D9C5F0A171269B1281638477E69
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/csc/1_dockets-medialibrary/petition_983/fofdecisionbriefs/colebrookbrieffindingsoffactpdf.pdf?rev=569d371d49d24c1e92acc316a4b9d4c4&hash=E44C3D9C5F0A171269B1281638477E69
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/csc/1_dockets-medialibrary/petition_983/fofdecisionbriefs/colebrookbrieffindingsoffactpdf.pdf?rev=569d371d49d24c1e92acc316a4b9d4c4&hash=E44C3D9C5F0A171269B1281638477E69


s:\petitions\901-1000\983\municipalcomments\pe983_pubform_townofcolebrook.doc 

Petition No. 983 
Page 2 of 7

2011 Petition No. 983 D&M Plan approval commit the Council to a determination as to any 
financial assurance mechanism or the appropriateness of funding for the Project 
Decommissioning Plan.  

However, please note that Condition No. 3 of the Council’s June 2, 2011 Petition No. 983 D&O 
states: “The Petitioner shall attempt to reach a Host Community Agreement with the Town of 
Colebrook prior to the submission of the D&M Plan. Any agreement that is reached between the 
Petitioner and the Town shall be submitted to the Council.” (Emphasis added). 

When the Petition No. 983 D&M Plan was pending with the Council in September and October 
2011, BNE and the Town affirmatively stated in response to an interrogatory submitted by the 
Council and in correspondence submitted to the Council, respectively, that meetings related to the 
Host Community Agreement, including, but not limited to, tax schedules, were ongoing and a 
copy of the agreement would be submitted to the Council, if and when such agreement is 
finalized.5 The Council has not received a copy of any Host Community Agreement that has been 
reached between BNE and the Town to date.  

Thank you for your interest and concern in this very important matter. 

Sincerely, 

Melanie A. Bachman 
Executive Director 

MAB/MP/dll 

c. Council Members
Lee D. Hoffman, Esq., Pullman & Comley (lhoffman@pullcom.com) 

5 BNE Response to Council D&M Plan Interrogatories Set One No. 5, dated October 14, 2011, available at 
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/csc/1_dockets-
medialibrary/petition_983/dm_plan/bnesetonedminterrogresp101411pdf.pdf?rev=1f710953d2be41d19a498
e9e5b7d08ff&hash=99CD61A4DE2D0311C6FB5277B8BE1A4D; Town of Colebrook November 16, 
2011 Petition No. 983 correspondence, available at https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/csc/1_dockets-
medialibrary/petition_983/042716uploads/983corresptowncolebrook111611pdf.pdf?rev=f9f4941f142a4f22
bc6288692d5c8e68&hash=A624EB7143806169451079F254EAECFC  

https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/csc/1_dockets-medialibrary/petition_983/dm_plan/bnesetonedminterrogresp101411pdf.pdf?rev=1f710953d2be41d19a498e9e5b7d08ff&hash=99CD61A4DE2D0311C6FB5277B8BE1A4D
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/csc/1_dockets-medialibrary/petition_983/dm_plan/bnesetonedminterrogresp101411pdf.pdf?rev=1f710953d2be41d19a498e9e5b7d08ff&hash=99CD61A4DE2D0311C6FB5277B8BE1A4D
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/csc/1_dockets-medialibrary/petition_983/dm_plan/bnesetonedminterrogresp101411pdf.pdf?rev=1f710953d2be41d19a498e9e5b7d08ff&hash=99CD61A4DE2D0311C6FB5277B8BE1A4D
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/csc/1_dockets-medialibrary/petition_983/042716uploads/983corresptowncolebrook111611pdf.pdf?rev=f9f4941f142a4f22bc6288692d5c8e68&hash=A624EB7143806169451079F254EAECFC
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/csc/1_dockets-medialibrary/petition_983/042716uploads/983corresptowncolebrook111611pdf.pdf?rev=f9f4941f142a4f22bc6288692d5c8e68&hash=A624EB7143806169451079F254EAECFC
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/csc/1_dockets-medialibrary/petition_983/042716uploads/983corresptowncolebrook111611pdf.pdf?rev=f9f4941f142a4f22bc6288692d5c8e68&hash=A624EB7143806169451079F254EAECFC


Petition No. 983 
Page 3 of 7



Petition No. 983 
Page 4 of 7



Petition No. 983 
Page 5 of 7



Petition No. 983 
Page 6 of 7



Petition No. 983 
Page 7 of 7

From: Marmer, Ernie <emarmer@hightoweradvisors.com> 
Sent: Monday, December 23, 2024 12:03 PM 
To: CSC-DL Siting Council <Siting.Council@ct.gov> 
Subject: ATTN: MELANIE BACHMAN 

Dear Melanie, 

We are heading up the Joint Boards for our town's negotiation of a formal Tax Stabilization 
Plan with  Colebrook Wind South and are having great difficulty establishing whether the 
Decommissioning Plan for the two turbines in Colebrook is being funded appropriately - or 
even if it is in place at all. 

We have a copy of the Plan - from your office ostensibly - dated September 16th, 2011, and 
assume that tracking compliance with the Plan is taken care of by the Siting Council. Could 
you let us know about the status of the Plan and whether it is being funded appropriately 
(our copy of the Plan says that, with nine years of taxation gone by so far, that 9 x $15,000/yr 
or $135,000 should be held in escrow somewhere at this point for them to be living up to the 
commitment). 

Whatever you can provide us with to get the clearest understanding of the full context of 
this issue would be greatly appreciated. 

Yours, 

Ernest Marmer: Selectman, Town of Colebrook, CT  (201-725-1042) 
Duncan Wilber: Chair, Board of Finance, Town of Colebook, CT 
We are here to protect your privacy and serve your best interests. If you have any questions or concerns, 
please contact us directly. Please direct any trade or account instructions to a live person. If you think you 
have received an email by mistake, please delete it and notify us of the error. Email is not a secure method 
of communication. We cannot warranty and do not accept responsibility or liability for the accuracy or 
content of email messages or for the presence of viruses, worms or other malicious code-disabling agents. 
Hightower Advisors, LLC is a SEC registered investment adviser. Securities are offered through Hightower 
Securities, LLC - Member FINRA/SIPC. 200 W Madison St. 25th Floor, Chicago, IL, 60606 - 
312.962.3800 
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