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July 17, 2026

VIA ELECTRONIC MAIL AND U.S. MAIL
Melanie Bachman, Esq.

Executive Director

Connecticut Siting Council

10 Franklin Square

New Britain, CT 06051

Re:  Connecticut Siting Council Petition 551 — Clarification Regarding Site Address
Dear Ms. Bachman:

I am writing on behalf of my client, Kristine Ronca. Her father, Anthony Ronca, owns property
located at 44 Ford Drive in Old Saybrook, Connecticut (the “Property”). Ms. Ronca is working
with her father to clarify ownership of the parcel at 44 Ford Drive. It appears that over time,
records pertaining to a Connecticut Siting Council (*Council”)-jurisdictional cell tower located
immediately adjacent to the Property have incorrectly listed the Property address as the location
for the cell tower site. Ms. Ronca seeks clarification from the Council confirming that the tower
is not physically located on the Property so as to avoid any confusion about the location of the
subject cell tower.

Background
As described in the March 18, 2022 Petition for Declaratory Ruling subsequently docketed as

Petition 551, Omnipoint Communications Inc. (“Omnipoint”) proposed the construction, operation
and maintenance of a 150-foot monopole tower to replace an existing 104-foot tall monopole
communications tower, owned and operated by the National Railroad Passenger Corporation
(“Amtrak™). Omnipoint described the project site in that filing as follows:

The site location of this project is south-southeast of Interstate 95 and is adjacent to
Route 1 between River Street and Ford Drive at mile post 105.46 in Old Saybrook
within the Amtrak railroad right-of-way. The coordinates for the site are 41°-18'-05"
N and 72°-22'-29" S. Access to the site is from Ford Drive, which approaches from
the south.?

1 Petition 551 Narrative at 2, attached hereto as Attachment A for ease of reference.
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The Council approved the modifications to the existing tower — namely, the replacement of a tower
immediately adjacent thereto — on April 25, 2002. Additional detail regarding the placement of
the then-existing and newly proposed replacement tower can be seen in Petition Exhibit F, Site
Layout.

Exempt modification filings made thereafter appear to have confused the property address over
time. In 2010, T-Mobile — the successor-in-interest to Omnipoint? — proposed to remove and
replace 3 of its existing antennas with 3 new UMTS panel antennas. In this filing, T-Mobile states
that “[t]he Tower is a 150-foot monopole tower located at 44 Ford Drive in Old Saybrook,
Connecticut (latitude N 41° 18' 5", longitude W -72° 22' 29."). The Tower is owned by Amtrak.”

In 2014, T-Mobile sought Council approval to remove and replace its antennae on the subject
tower:

Amtrak owns the existing monopole telecommunications tower and related facility
at 44 Ford Drive, Old Saybrook, Connecticut (Latitude: 41.301257, Longitude -
72.374695). T-Mobile intends to add six (6) antennas and replace three (3) existing
antennas with three new antennas and related equipment at this existing
telecommunications facility in Old Saybrook ("Old Saybrook Facility"). Please
accept this letter as notification, pursuant to R.C.S.A. § 16-50j-73, of construction
which constitutes an exempt modification pursuant to R.C.S.A. § 16-50j-72(b)(2).
In accordance with R.C.S.A. 8 16-50j-73, a copy of this letter is being sent to the
First Selectman Carl P. Fortuna Jr., and the property owner, Anthony Ronca.*

The 2014 Exempt Modification noted the replacements were proposed at an existing Old Saybrook
facility consisting of a 150 foot tall monopole tower, and noted that the structure was approved in
Petition 551.°

In 2023, Transcend Wireless, on behalf of T-Mobile, proposed replacement of the nine antennae
on the same site, described as the “Amtrak Maintenance Yard, Old Saybrook, CT 06475 (also
know (sic) as 44 Ford Drive)”.® Inthat filing, Transcend Wireless stated “Please note, this property

2 On February 25, 2000, T-Mobile US acquired Omnipoint from First Analysis, Madison Dearborn Partners and
Argentum Capital Partners. See https://mergr.com/transaction/t-mobile-us-acquires-omnipoint.

3 T-Mobile Notice of Exempt Modification Filing (December 8, 2010), Page 2, available at https://portal.ct.gov/-
/media/csc/2_ems-medialibrary/old_saybrook/forddrive/t_mobile/em-t-mobile-106-
101208 filing_forddr_oldsaybrook a.pdf (“2010 Exempt Modification™).

4 T-Mobile Notice of Exempt Modification Filing (November 19, 2014), Page 1, available at https://portal.ct.gov/-
/media/csc/2_ems-medialibrary/old_saybrook/forddrive/t mobile/emtmobile106141120filingforddrpdf.pdf (“2014
Exempt Modification™).

> 1d. at Footnote 1 (“This structure was approved (as a replacement facility) in Petition No. 551, which allowed fora
150 foot facility with Amtrak's whip antennas located off the top of the tower. T-Mobile most recently modified this
facility in the notice of intent captioned EM-T-MOBILE-106-101208.")

& T-Mobile Notice of Exempt Modification Filing (September 6, 2023), Page 1, available at https://portal.ct.gov/-
/media/csc/2_ems-medialibrary/old_saybrook/forddrive/t_mobile/em-t-mobile-106-
230913 filing_forddr_oldsaybrook.pdf (“2023 Exempt Modification™).
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is not on the Town of Old Saybrook tax roll. A markup of where the site is located on the tax map
is included with this submission.”’

Request for Clarification

Mr. Ronca indisputably owns the Property known as 44 Ford Drive.2 The Council’s caption of
Petition 551 noted proposed modifications “located off Route 1 between River Street and Ford
Drive, Old Saybrook.”®

As the Council is aware, its regulations require any company making modifications to existing
facilities to provide notice to the owners of the underlying property.t® It seems that over time,
various filers have identified 44 Ford Drive as the property address for the tower approved in
Petition 551, ostensibly because the Town of Old Saybrook lacks a specific address for the Amtrak
Maintenance Yard, and the Property is located effectively across the street. As a result, | believe
notification of these filings was provided to Mr. Ronca in an abundance of caution, even though
Amtrak owns the maintenance yard in which the tower is undisputably located.

Ms. Ronca undertook a formal title search in an effort to avoid further confusion on this matter.
The title search confirmed that there is no evidence on the land records of a cell tower being
situated on the Property, either in the form of a cell tower lease or zoning approvals pertaining to
the operation of a cell tower.!! Nevertheless, Ms. Ronca seeks the Council’s clarification and
correction to the various filings in its records that the subject Tower is located at 44 Ford Drive.
This incorrect address has permeated other official documents, such as the Town of Old
Saybrook’s Tax Assessor’s records.*?

For all of the foregoing reasons, my client respectfully requests that the Council issue a written
ruling confirming that the cell tower approved in Petition 551 is not located at 44 Ford Drive, and
also respectfully requests that the Council correct previously made references to said tower to read
“Amtrak Maintenance Yard, located off of Ford Drive, in Old Saybrook” or other equally
appropriate clarification.

7 2023 Exempt Modification at Page 1.
8 See Attachment B — 44 Ford Drive Property Card, attached hereto.

% See, e.g., Connecticut Siting Council, Facility List, Old Saybrook, available at
https://portal.ct.gov/csc/2_facility/towns/facility-list---old-saybrook.

10 Regulations of Connecticut State Agencies § 16-50j-58 (“Except as provided under Sections 16-50j-57(a) and 16-
50j-57(d) of the Regulations of Connecticut State Agencies, the owner or operator of any energy component and
associated equipment claiming such component and associated equipment are exempt pursuant to Section 16-50j-57
of the Regulations of Connecticut State Agencies shall give the Council, the property owner of record, if the property
owner of record is different from the owner or operator of the energy component and associated equipment, and the
chief elected official of the municipality in which the energy component and associated equipment is to be located,
notice in writing prior to construction of the owner or operator’s intent to install such energy component and associated
equipment...”).

11 See Attachment C — Title Search for 44 Ford Drive, attached hereto.

12 See Attachment D — Town of Old Saybrook Personal Property Tax Bill for T-Mobile, indicating property “Detail
Information” as 44 Ford Drive.
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Should you have any questions concerning this submittal, please contact me at your convenience.

Best,
Kathryn E. Boucher

Enclosures

cc: Attorney Adam Braillard, Counsel for T-Mobile, abraillard@princelobel.com
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