
 
 

STATE OF CONNECTICUT 
CONNECTICUT SITING COUNCIL 

Ten Franklin Square, New Britain, CT  06051 
Phone: (860) 827-2935  Fax: (860) 827-2950 

E-Mail: siting.council@ct.gov 
Web Site: portal.ct.gov/csc 

 
VIA ELECTRONIC MAIL & CERTIFIED MAIL 
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED 
 
August 21, 2026 
 
Kathryn E. Boucher, Esq.   
Pullman & Comley, LLC   
90 State House Square   
Hartford, CT 06103  
keboucher@pullcom.com  
 
RE: PETITION NO. 551 – Omnipoint Communications, Inc. Declaratory Ruling that no Certificate 

of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need is required for modifications to an existing 
communications tower located off Route 1 between River Street and Ford Drive, Old Saybrook, 
Connecticut. Ronca Request for Clarification regarding site address. Final Decision. 

 
Dear Attorney Boucher: 
 
At a regular meeting held on August 20, 2026, the Connecticut Siting Council (Council) considered the above-
referenced request from the owner of the real property located at 44 Ford Drive, Old Saybrook for clarification 
regarding the site address of the telecommunications facility approved by the Council on April 25, 2002 in 
Petition No. 551 and pursuant to Connecticut General Statutes (CGS) §4-176, ruled as follows:  
 

1. Issuance of a declaratory ruling that the existing telecommunications facility site address is not 44 
Ford Drive in Old Saybrook; 

2. Clarification of the existing telecommunications facility site address as “…located within the Amtrak 
railroad ROW at milepost 105.46 off Ford Drive in Old Saybrook.”; 

3. Waiver of the filing fee for a written ruling from the Council pursuant to Regulations of Connecticut 
State Agencies (RCSA) §16-50j-3 and waiver of any Council costs associated with processing the 
Ronca Request for Clarification pursuant to CGS §16-50v; and 

4. T-Mobile, the facility owner/operator of record, shall submit written confirmation of ownership of the 
existing telecommunications facility within 30 days of the Council’s final decision on the Ronca 
Request for Clarification. 

 
This decision is under the exclusive jurisdiction of the Council and is not applicable to any other 
telecommunications facility. 
 
Enclosed for your information is a copy of the staff report on this matter. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 

Melanie A. Bachman 
Executive Director 
 
MAB/dll 
 
Enclosure: Staff Report dated August 20, 2026 
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c: James Fallon, P.E., Bureau Chief, Bureau of Engineering and Construction, Department of 
Transportation (James.Fallon@ct.gov)  

 The Honorable Carl P. Fortuna, Jr., First Selectperson, Town of Old Saybrook 
(Carl.Fortuna@OldSaybrookct.gov)  

 Adam Braillard, Esq., Prince Lobel (abraillard@princelobel.com)   
 Mark Richard, Site Development Manager, T-Mobile (mark.richard64@t-mobile.com)   

National Railroad Passenger Corporation, c/o Bobby and Lisa Kehayias, Trustees, Saybrook 
Junction, LLC (Saybrookjunction@yahoo.com)  
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STATE OF CONNECTICUT 
CONNECTICUT SITING COUNCIL 

Ten Franklin Square, New Britain, CT  06051 
Phone: (860) 827-2935  Fax: (860) 827-2950 

E-Mail: siting.council@ct.gov 
Web Site: portal.ct.gov/csc 

 

Petition No. 551 
Ronca Request for Clarification Regarding Site Address 

Existing Facility located off Route 1 Between River Street and Ford Drive, Old Saybrook 
 

Staff Report 
August 20, 2026 

 
Notice 

 
On July 17, 2026, pursuant to Connecticut General Statutes (CGS) §4-176, the owner of real property located 
at 44 Ford Drive identified as List No. 00531000, Tax Map 49, Lot 26 in Old Saybrook1  (Ronca), submitted 
a request to the Connecticut Siting Council (Council) for a written ruling to confirm the site address of the 
existing telecommunications facility that is located within the railroad right-of-way (ROW) off Route 1 
(Boston Post Road) between River Street and Ford Drive in Old Saybrook, Connecticut. (Request for 
Clarification).  Ronca also requests the Council to clarify the site address of the existing telecommunications 
facility. 
 
On July 22, 2026, the Council issued a memorandum to T-Mobile, the Connecticut Department of 
Transportation (DOT), the chief elected official of the Town of Old Saybrook (Town) and the National 
Railroad Passenger Corporation (Amtrak) requesting written comments on the Request for Clarification by 
August 5, 2026. No comments were received.  
 

Jurisdiction 
 

Local zoning regulations do not apply to facilities under the exclusive jurisdiction of the Council. Pursuant to 
CGS §§16-50i(a)(6) and 16-50x, the Council has exclusive jurisdiction over telecommunications towers, 
including associated equipment, owned or operated by the state, a public service company or a certified 
telecommunications provider or used in a cellular system. Under RCSA §16-50j-2a (30), “Tower” means a 
structure, whether free standing or attached to a building or another structure, that has a height greater than its 
diameter and that is high relative to its surroundings, or that is used to support antennas for sending or receiving 
radio frequency signals, or for sending or receiving signals to or from satellites, or any of these, which is or is 
to be: 

a) Used principally to support one or more antennas for receiving or sending radio frequency signals, 
or for sending or receiving signals to or from satellites, or any of these, and  

b) Owned or operated by the state, a public service company as defined in Section 16-1 of the 
Connecticut General Statutes, or a certified telecommunications provider, or used in a cellular 
system, as defined in Section 16-50i(a) of the Connecticut General Statutes.  

 
The existing tower is used principally to support antennas and is used in a cellular system. Thus, the Council 
has jurisdiction over the existing facility and associated equipment.  

 
 
 
 

 
1 Ronca Request for Clarification, Attachments B and C, available at https://portal.ct.gov/csc/3_petitions/petition-nos-
0001-1219/pe551  
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Existing Facility and Site  
 

On March 18, 2002, Omnipoint Communications, Inc., predecessor in interest to T-Mobile, submitted a 
petition to the Council for a declaratory ruling to replace an existing 104-foot Amtrak-owned communications 
tower with a 150-foot monopole telecommunications facility to support the antennas and associated equipment 
of T-Mobile and Amtrak (Petition No. 551).2 Ownership of the new tower was to be transferred from T-Mobile 
to Amtrak when the Amtrak antennas were installed on the new tower.3 The facility site is accessed from the 
west side of the Ford Drive dead end.  
 
Petition No. 551 identified the location of the telecommunications facility site as “south-southeast of Interstate 
95 adjacent to Route 1 between River Street and Ford Drive at milepost 105.46 in Old Saybrook within the 
Amtrak railroad ROW… roughly 35 feet south of three Amtrak railway tracks that run along the Connecticut 
Shoreline.” (Emphasis added).4 Exhibit A identified the location of the Amtrak tower on the United States 
Geological Survey (USGS) Topographical Map for Old Saybrook marked as “327A Amtrak.” See Figure 1. 
Exhibit B identified the location of work for the tower in the Town Building Permit to be “Route 1 and River 
Street.”5 Exhibit C identified the location of the tower to be “on Amtrak Property” by the Town Land Use 
Department.6  
 
On April 25, 2002, the Council issued a Declaratory Ruling to T-Mobile for the replacement of the existing 
104-foot Amtrak tower with a new 150-foot monopole telecommunications facility to host the antennas and 
associated telecommunications equipment of T-Mobile and Amtrak consistent with the state tower sharing 
policy under CGS §16-50aa.7  
 
Since the Declaratory Ruling was issued, no other wireless carriers have submitted any requests for tower 
sharing. However, T-Mobile submitted requests for exempt modifications to the Council for this facility site 
in 2010, 2014, and 2023. The site address in the T-Mobile requests for exempt modification was identified as 
44 Ford Drive, Old Saybrook. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
2 Council Petition No. 551, available at https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/csc/3_petitions-
medialibrary/petitions_medialibrary/mediapetitionnos0001-1100/pe551/petitionersubmissions/pe551-20020318-
filingwmaps.pdf?rev=f79ea2fe2ccd487fa85b25120f3d52a4&hash=E1ABC7CA03D01CF1DB2CF8551001F165  
3 Council Petition No. 551, Omnipoint Communications, Inc. April 23, 2002 correspondence and Amtrak April 22, 
2002 correspondence recognizing the tower would be under the jurisdiction of the Council and acknowledging Amtrak 
would comply with all applicable laws related to the tower facility, available at: pe551-20020423-
amtrakandomnipointjurisdictionltr.pdf 
4 Department of Transportation, Rail Mileposts, Amtrak milepost 105 in Old Saybrook, available at 
https://data.transportation.gov/Railroads/Rail-Mileposts/ugux-y9xm/data_preview (Amtrak milepost 105) 
5 Council Petition No. 551, Exhibit B, available at https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/csc/3_petitions-
medialibrary/petitions_medialibrary/mediapetitionnos0001-1100/pe551/petitionersubmissions/pe551-20020318-
filingwmaps.pdf?rev=f79ea2fe2ccd487fa85b25120f3d52a4&hash=E1ABC7CA03D01CF1DB2CF8551001F165 
6 Council Petition No. 551, Exhibit C, available at https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/csc/3_petitions-
medialibrary/petitions_medialibrary/mediapetitionnos0001-1100/pe551/petitionersubmissions/pe551-20020318-
filingwmaps.pdf?rev=f79ea2fe2ccd487fa85b25120f3d52a4&hash=E1ABC7CA03D01CF1DB2CF8551001F165 
7 Council Petition No. 551, April 25, 2002 Declaratory Ruling, available at: pe551-20020425-dcltr.pdf 

https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/csc/3_petitions-medialibrary/petitions_medialibrary/mediapetitionnos0001-1100/pe551/petitionersubmissions/pe551-20020318-filingwmaps.pdf?rev=f79ea2fe2ccd487fa85b25120f3d52a4&hash=E1ABC7CA03D01CF1DB2CF8551001F165
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/csc/3_petitions-medialibrary/petitions_medialibrary/mediapetitionnos0001-1100/pe551/petitionersubmissions/pe551-20020318-filingwmaps.pdf?rev=f79ea2fe2ccd487fa85b25120f3d52a4&hash=E1ABC7CA03D01CF1DB2CF8551001F165
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/csc/3_petitions-medialibrary/petitions_medialibrary/mediapetitionnos0001-1100/pe551/petitionersubmissions/pe551-20020318-filingwmaps.pdf?rev=f79ea2fe2ccd487fa85b25120f3d52a4&hash=E1ABC7CA03D01CF1DB2CF8551001F165
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/csc/3_petitions-medialibrary/petitions_medialibrary/mediapetitionnos0001-1100/pe551/petitionersubmissions/pe551-20020423-amtrakandomnipointjurisdictionltr.pdf?rev=8b8aa0767c024185b772ec02b669f62a&hash=388DE6894841060BF304BCC2A95763F4
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/csc/3_petitions-medialibrary/petitions_medialibrary/mediapetitionnos0001-1100/pe551/petitionersubmissions/pe551-20020423-amtrakandomnipointjurisdictionltr.pdf?rev=8b8aa0767c024185b772ec02b669f62a&hash=388DE6894841060BF304BCC2A95763F4
https://data.transportation.gov/Railroads/Rail-Mileposts/ugux-y9xm/data_preview
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/csc/3_petitions-medialibrary/petitions_medialibrary/mediapetitionnos0001-1100/pe551/petitionersubmissions/pe551-20020318-filingwmaps.pdf?rev=f79ea2fe2ccd487fa85b25120f3d52a4&hash=E1ABC7CA03D01CF1DB2CF8551001F165
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/csc/3_petitions-medialibrary/petitions_medialibrary/mediapetitionnos0001-1100/pe551/petitionersubmissions/pe551-20020318-filingwmaps.pdf?rev=f79ea2fe2ccd487fa85b25120f3d52a4&hash=E1ABC7CA03D01CF1DB2CF8551001F165
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/csc/3_petitions-medialibrary/petitions_medialibrary/mediapetitionnos0001-1100/pe551/petitionersubmissions/pe551-20020318-filingwmaps.pdf?rev=f79ea2fe2ccd487fa85b25120f3d52a4&hash=E1ABC7CA03D01CF1DB2CF8551001F165
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/csc/3_petitions-medialibrary/petitions_medialibrary/mediapetitionnos0001-1100/pe551/petitionersubmissions/pe551-20020318-filingwmaps.pdf?rev=f79ea2fe2ccd487fa85b25120f3d52a4&hash=E1ABC7CA03D01CF1DB2CF8551001F165
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/csc/3_petitions-medialibrary/petitions_medialibrary/mediapetitionnos0001-1100/pe551/petitionersubmissions/pe551-20020318-filingwmaps.pdf?rev=f79ea2fe2ccd487fa85b25120f3d52a4&hash=E1ABC7CA03D01CF1DB2CF8551001F165
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/csc/3_petitions-medialibrary/petitions_medialibrary/mediapetitionnos0001-1100/pe551/petitionersubmissions/pe551-20020318-filingwmaps.pdf?rev=f79ea2fe2ccd487fa85b25120f3d52a4&hash=E1ABC7CA03D01CF1DB2CF8551001F165
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/csc/3_petitions-medialibrary/petitions_medialibrary/mediapetitionnos0001-1100/pe551/decision_proceduralcorrespondence/pe551-20020425-dcltr.pdf?rev=f8e2f32255424b5690b1481f279edac5&hash=9182D7E39CDEEE17B53EABBF21266F33
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Site Address 
 

Site Plan Sheet A-1 submitted with T-Mobile’s most recent 2023 request for exempt modification referenced 
the facility site location as “Amtrak Maintenance Yard, Old Saybrook.”8 See Figure 2. The request also 
included the Town property card for the parcel located at 455 Boston Post Road identified as List No. 
00475500, Tax Map 40, Lot 18T, comprised of 1.75 acres.9 The parcel located at 455 Boston Post Road is 
owned by Amtrak. It is the mailing and street address for the Amtrak Old Saybrook Train Station and 
commercial businesses located on the parcel.10 This parcel is located on the west side of Boston Post Road 
south of the railroad ROW.  
 
The parcel that hosts the telecommunications facility site is located on the east side of Boston Post Road south 
of the railroad ROW. There is no Town property card for this parcel.11 It is triangular-shaped, parallel to the 
south side of the railroad ROW and accessed from the west side of the Ford Drive dead end.  
 
Ronca owns the parcel located at 44 Ford Drive. The Town property card for this parcel identifies it as List 
No. 00531000, Tax Map 49, Lot 26, comprised of 4.1 acres.12 It is rectangular-shaped, across the road from 
the telecommunications facility site and accessed from the east side of the Ford Drive dead end.  
 
The parcel that hosts the telecommunications facility site and the parcel owned by Ronca are located west and 
east, respectively, of the Ford Drive dead end. The facility site is located to the west of the dead end, and the 
Ronca parcel is located to the east of the dead end. Ford Drive abuts the western property line of the Ronca 
parcel and Ragged Rock Road abuts the eastern property line of the Ronca parcel. There is access to the Ronca 
parcel from Ford Drive, but there is no access to the Ronca parcel from Ragged Rock Road. 
 
Ronca’s real property tax bill for 44 Ford Drive references List No. 00531000. It does not include any taxes 
associated with a telecommunications tower.  The personal property tax bill for the telecommunications tower 
references List No. 41048490.13 Although the record of Petition No. 551 indicates the ownership of the existing 
replacement facility was to be transferred to Amtrak once construction was complete, the personal property 
tax bill for the telecommunications tower is issued to T-Mobile and references 44 Ford Drive.  
 

Conclusion 
 
Amtrak mileposts are the geographic measure of a railroad line. They are physical markers along the railroad 
tracks that show the exact distance from a specific starting point. Mileposts are used by train crews to find 
locations, report emergencies and set speed limits.  
 

 
8 T-Mobile September 13, 2023 Request for Exempt Modification, available at em-t-mobile-106-
230913_filing_forddr_oldsaybrook.pdf (Site Plan, Sheet A-1) 
9 T-Mobile September 13, 2023 Request for Exempt Modification, available at em-t-mobile-106-
230913_filing_forddr_oldsaybrook.pdf (There are 3 Town property cards for the address 455 Boston Post Road, Old 
Saybrook. The other two property cards are as follows: List No. 00470200, Tax Map 40, Lot 18 comprised of 3.25 
acres; and List No. 00470300, Tax Map 40, Lot 18-1 comprised of .35 acres). 
10 Amtrak Old Saybrook Train Station, available at https://www.amtrak.com/stations/osb  
11 The parcel is identified as “457-463 U.S. Route 1” on Google Maps: 457-463 US-1 - Google Maps 
12 Ronca Request for Clarification, Attachment B, available at https://portal.ct.gov/csc/3_petitions/petition-nos-0001-
1219/pe551   
13 Ronca Request for Clarification, Attachment D, available at https://portal.ct.gov/csc/3_petitions/petition-nos-0001-
1219/pe551  

https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/csc/2_ems-medialibrary/old_saybrook/forddrive/t_mobile/em-t-mobile-106-230913_filing_forddr_oldsaybrook.pdf?rev=0bee6085c4614a86aca4f78dff9d931a&hash=E114A89884DFCC8793AC2F6B13010CFE
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/csc/2_ems-medialibrary/old_saybrook/forddrive/t_mobile/em-t-mobile-106-230913_filing_forddr_oldsaybrook.pdf?rev=0bee6085c4614a86aca4f78dff9d931a&hash=E114A89884DFCC8793AC2F6B13010CFE
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/csc/2_ems-medialibrary/old_saybrook/forddrive/t_mobile/em-t-mobile-106-230913_filing_forddr_oldsaybrook.pdf?rev=0bee6085c4614a86aca4f78dff9d931a&hash=E114A89884DFCC8793AC2F6B13010CFE
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/csc/2_ems-medialibrary/old_saybrook/forddrive/t_mobile/em-t-mobile-106-230913_filing_forddr_oldsaybrook.pdf?rev=0bee6085c4614a86aca4f78dff9d931a&hash=E114A89884DFCC8793AC2F6B13010CFE
https://www.amtrak.com/stations/osb
https://www.google.com/maps/place/457-463+US-1,+Old+Saybrook,+CT+06475/@41.3005311,-72.3747754,145m/data=!3m1!1e3!4m6!3m5!1s0x89e622ff08a8305f:0xebb4b78ce1a2fde5!8m2!3d41.3007436!4d-72.3751164!16s%2Fg%2F11g627n283?entry=ttu&g_ep=EgoyMDI2MDcyMi4wIKXMDSoASAFQAw%3D%3D
https://portal.ct.gov/csc/3_petitions/petition-nos-0001-1219/pe551
https://portal.ct.gov/csc/3_petitions/petition-nos-0001-1219/pe551
https://portal.ct.gov/csc/3_petitions/petition-nos-0001-1219/pe551
https://portal.ct.gov/csc/3_petitions/petition-nos-0001-1219/pe551
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The existing telecommunications facility site is located within the Amtrak railroad ROW at milepost 105.46 
accessible from the west side of the Ford Drive dead end.  
 
The Ronca parcel at 44 Ford Drive is located across from the existing telecommunications facility site and 
accessible from the east side of the Ford Drive dead end.  
 
Therefore, the site address of the existing telecommunications facility is not 44 Ford Drive.  
 
If approved, staff recommends the following: 
 

1. Issuance of a declaratory ruling that the existing telecommunications facility site address is not 44 
Ford Drive in Old Saybrook; 

2. Clarification of the existing telecommunications facility site address as “…located within the Amtrak 
railroad ROW at milepost 105.46 off Ford Drive in Old Saybrook.”; 

3. Waiver of the filing fee for a written ruling from the Council pursuant to Regulations of Connecticut 
State Agencies (RCSA) §16-50j-3 and waiver of any Council costs associated with processing the 
Ronca Request for Clarification pursuant to CGS §16-50v; and 

4. Require T-Mobile, the facility owner/operator of record, to submit written confirmation of ownership 
of the existing telecommunications facility within 30 days of the Council’s final decision on the Ronca 
Request for Clarification. 
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Figure 1 – USGS Topographic Map – Petition No. 551, Exhibit A 
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Figure 2 – Site Plan Sheet A-1 - T-Mobile 2023 Request for Exempt Modification  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


