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On December 30, 2009, Connecticut Siting Council (Council) members Brian Golembiewski, Philip T. Ashton and Daniel P. Lynch, Jr. and Council staff members S. Derek Phelps, Melanie Bachman and Christina Walsh met with Metropolitan District representatives at the proposed site.
The Metropolitan District (District) submitted a Petition for Declaratory Ruling for the construction and operation of a Heat Recovery Facility at the existing Hartford Water Pollution Control Facility (HWPCF) located at 240 Brainard Road in Hartford.  
The proposed 1.7 megawatt (MW) Heat Recovery Facility would produce renewable energy by converting heat from the incineration of sewage sludge to electrical power.  The power generated would be used onsite; there would be no power distributed to the grid.  The proposed power generating equipment would include a waste heat boiler (to convert heat from the incinerator exhaust gas into steam), a steam turbine generator (to convert the steam into electrical power), a condenser (to condense the steam into water that would be pumped back into the waste heat boilers), cooling water heat exchangers, deaerator, condensate tank, and package makeup water system.  
The HWPCF is bordered by the Connecticut River to the east and south, Hartford Brainard Airport to the north, and Brainard Road to the west.  Adjacent properties include a wooded lot owned by the City of Hartford Public Works Department, the Cinema City Movie Theater and parking lot, and a commercial facility that includes Lumber Liquidators and Designers Surplus stores.  The property is zoned Industrial District (I2).  
The proposed equipment would be installed between the existing incineration building and the maintenance building on the HWPCF site.  The proposed Heat Recovery Facility would be 69 feet tall, which is lower than the height of the existing adjacent incinerator building.  The building would be constructed to have a similar architectural look as the adjacent buildings.  

The 1.7 MW output of power would equate to approximately 40% of the current load of the waste water treatment plant.  The District anticipates an annual energy savings of approximately $1.4 million from the HWPCF electricity bill.
The Connecticut Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) natural diversity database identified state-endangered grasshopper sparrow, upland sandpiper, bald eagle, state-threatened tidewater mucket and species of special concern yellow lampmussel and Savannah sparrow occurring in vicinity of the proposed project.   The District contends all activities will be within a fenced boundary therefore it is unlikely the proposed project will impact state-listed species. There is no known extant population of state-listed plant species in the area of the proposed project.

The heat recovery project does not result in any increases in potential air emissions or changes in operating parameters including water use such that would necessitate a permit modification; thus, no DEP permits are required for the proposed project. 

DEP has been involved in the project throughout the design phase.  Funding of the proposed project would be provided by the DEP as a grant and loan through the Clean Water Fund.  On November 13, 2009, the District filed a Clean Water Fund application with the DEP for $19,210,898 for the Heat Recovery Facility. To receive funding for the proposed project, a contract must be executed with a construction contractor no later than February 17, 2010.  Construction would begin in March 2010, the generator would be online in August 2012 and the project would be complete by February 2013.

In August 2009, the District submitted an application to the City of Hartford Inland Wetlands Commission for projects at the HWPCF, including the Heat Recovery Facility.  In preparation for the Inland Wetlands Commission hearing, notice of the proposed project was provided to all property abutters and to the Southend Neighborhood Revitalization Association.  The District also noticed the Town of Wethersfield because the town boundary is within 500 feet of the HWPCF property.  On September 22, 2009, the Inland Wetlands Commission held a hearing regarding the project.  The Inland Wetlands Commission approved the project.
On October 26, 2009, a Site Plan Application was submitted to the Hartford Planning and Zoning Department.  On November 16, 2009, the Planning and Zoning Department approved the application.

The District has provided notice to abutting property owners, Chief Elected Officials of the Towns of East Hartford, Wethersfield, and Glastonbury, Southend Neighborhood Revitalization Association and advertisements in the Hartford Courant and local periodicals identifying date, time, and place of field visit.
Senator John Fonfara and Representative Kelvin Roldan have provided letters to the Council in support of the proposed project.

Consistent with Section 16-50k of Connecticut General Statutes and “notwithstanding the provisions of this chapter or title 16a, the council shall, in the exercise of its jurisdiction over the siting of generating facilities, approve by declaratory ruling ... any customer-side distributed resources project or facility …with a capacity of not more than sixty-five megawatts, as long as such project meets air and water quality standards of the Department of Environmental Protection.”







