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On October 27, 2008, Northeast Utilities Service Company, as agent for The Connecticut Light and Power Company (CL&P), submitted a petition to the Connecticut Siting Council (Council) for a determination that no Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need would be required for the separation of two 345-kV circuits from common structures within the Town of Manchester.  On November 25, 2008, Council member Brian Golembiewski and Robert Mercier of the Council staff met CL&P representatives John Morissette, Jeffrey Martin, David Lukehart III, Amanda Carroll and Daniel McClure to review the proposed project.  

CL&P proposes to separate two 345-kV circuits (#310 and #368) that share 11 common structures for 1.8 miles of right-of-way (ROW) between CL&P’s Manchester Substation and Manchester Junction.  The separation project is required to comply with new reliability standards established to prevent widespread outages and related system overloads resulting from a single event, such as a tower failure, that would disable transmission circuits that share a common structure.  A third circuit, the 115-kV #1767 line, is also located within the ROW and would be reconstructed to provided adequate clearance for the relocated 345-kV line.   

Between the Manchester Substation and Bidwell Street, CL&P will install two steel monopoles to support the #368 circuit that will be moved from an existing lattice tower.  The existing lattice tower would continue to support the #310 circuit.  To provide proper clearance for the #368 circuit relocation, a lattice tower supporting the #1767 line would be removed and a new steel monopole installed further southeast, effectively shifting the #1767 line to the east but within the existing ROW.   
South of Baldwin Street and Interstate 384, CL&P would remove a lattice tower and replace it with two steel monopoles, one for the #310 line and one for the #368 circuit.  The existing lattice tower is too short to support either line due to revised clearance standards over interstate highways.  This tower replacement would occur on Manchester Community College (MCC) property.
Work within the remainder of the ROW from MCC property to Manchester Junction consists of the installation of nine steel monopoles adjacent to existing lattice towers to support the relocated #368 line.  The lattice tower would remain in place to support the #310 line.  Six of the new steel monopoles would be configured to support the #1767 line that would be relocated from 13 existing H-frames within the ROW.  The H-frames would be removed to provide adequate clearance for the relocated #368 line.  The reconfigured #1767 line would require an additional steel monopole north of Wetherall Street and two new H-frames at Manchester Junction.    

Access to the work areas would be from existing roads within the ROW that would be improved through minimal grading and clearing, as necessary.   Two new, 12-foot wide roads would be required north and south of Hartford Road to access locations of new structures.  

Access to work areas would require the crossing of two intermittent watercourses and four wetlands.  CL&P would install construction mats within the road bed and silt fencing along the road edges to minimize disturbance to these areas.  Following completion of the proposed project, the construction mats would be removed and temporarily disturbed areas would be restored by seeding with wetland seed mixes.   
Two poles would be constructed within the floodway of Folly Brook and would require a Flood Management Certificate from FEMA with consultation from the CT DEP and authorization from the Army Corp of Engineers.  A third pole would be installed within a flood plain.  Two additional poles would be installed within wetland areas, requiring a 50-foot by 50-foot pad for construction.  The project would result in the 10,512 square feet of temporary wetland impact and 100 square feet of permanent wetland impact from the installation of the new poles and related construction areas and access roads. 
Vegetative clearing would be required along sections of the ROW to remove overgrowth, establish construction areas, and restore access roads.  The work would not require expansion of the ROW.  Two new access roads, one south of Hartford Road and one north of Hartford road, would require the clearing of wooded uplands.  The project would result in the temporary clearing of 1.97 acres of wooded uplands and 0.25 acre of scrub shrub upland.  Permanent clearing would impact 2.66 acres of forested wetland and 1.46 acres of forested uplands.   
Erosion and sediment controls would be installed and maintained in accordance with the 2002 Connecticut Guidelines for Soil and Erosion Control.  Temporary erosion control measures would be removed following the completion of the line removal and disturbed areas that were restored.

Prior to the commencement of construction, work crews would be briefed on procedures to follow regarding environmental controls and work within sensitive areas.  An in-house environmental inspector would visit the work areas approximately once a week to monitor on-site environmental controls.  

The project would not affect any known state or federal special concern, threatened, or endangered species.  The site is over 1,000 feet from any known archeological areas.  At the request of the State Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO), CL&P conducted a field reconnaissance survey near these known areas to identify and evaluate potential resources within the work areas.  No such resources were found and the SHPO recommended no further action.    
The 16 million dollar project would be constructed over a 12 to 14 week period with an in service date of early 2010.     
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