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On June 5, 2003, T-Mobile USA, Inc. (T-Mobile) submitted a petition to the Connecticut Siting Council (Council) for a declaratory ruling that no Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need would be required for the modification of an existing Connecticut Light and Power Company (CL&P) electric transmission line support structure off of Route 121 in Milford, Connecticut.  On June 23, 2003, Council Member Edward S. Wilensky and Robert Erling of the Council Staff met Kurt Sheathelm and Jessica Ballou of LeBoeuf, Lamb, Greene & MacRae L.P., and Jeetendra Ghare and Jeffrey York of T-Mobile for a field review of this petition.

T-Mobile proposes to add a 15-foot high pipe mast assembly to the top of an existing 79.5-foot CL&P lattice transmission line tower, thereby extending the total height of this structure to a total of 94.5-feet above ground level (agl).  The pipe mast would hold six T-Mobile antennas.  Three of the antennas would be attached at a centerline of 85.5 feet AGL and three others would be placed at a centerline of 91.5 feet AGL.  An engineering analysis has been performed which indicates the tower would be capable of supporting the proposed extension and antennas.   

T-Mobile would install three Nortel equipment cabinets on the northwest side of the base of the tower.  A parking lot for a nursery abuts the CL&P right of way on the north side.   The nearest home is on the south side of the right-of-way at a distance of approximately 200 feet from the tower’s base. Access to the site would be a 10-foot wide gravel access drive from Route 121.  Minimal clearing and grading would be required at the site.  T-Mobile representatives indicated shrubs would be placed around the equipment cabinets for screening.  Only one home in the area is expected to have any direct view of the proposed T-Mobile antennas or equipment cabinets.   Radiofrequency power density levels at the base of the tower would be well below state and federal standards for the proposed frequencies.   
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