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On January 6, 2003, Gerald Heffernan of the Connecticut Siting Council (Council) and Robert K. Erling of the Council staff met Joanne Desjardins and Chris Fisher representing AT&T Wireless PCS (AT&T) for a field review in Old Saybrook, Connecticut.  AT&T is petitioning the Council for a declaratory ruling that a Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need (Certificate) would not be required to replace an existing 50-foot tower at 130 Ingham Hill Road in Old Saybrook.  AT&T proposes to replace this existing lattice tower with a monopole tower of similar height.  The monopole would be relocated to a position behind an existing commercial garage on this property.  The property is zoned Industrial (I-1).  The existing tower is used by M&J Bus Company for bus and tracking communications.  Surrounding properties include an athletic field, I-95, and the Atlas Fence Company.  No homes are in the immediate vicinity.

The existing tower does not have the structural capacity to hold the proposed AT&T antennas.  The existing tower is overstressed and re-enforcement is impractical.  AT&T would place its six panel antennas 47.5 feet above ground level on the replacement tower, with the trucking company placing a whip antenna at the top of the tower.  AT&T would place its associated equipment cabinets on a 10-foot by 6.5 -foot concrete pad located at the base of the replacement tower and surrounded by an 8-foot high chain link fence.  The new tower would be constructed approximately 75 feet from the existing tower in an area which is currently paved.  An existing driveway would be used to access the proposed facility.

The total radiofrequency power at the boundary of the proposed site would be below the maximum permissible exposure limits based on State and federal radiofrequency power density standards.  The new tower would be designed to meet the ANSI/TIA/EIA-222-F-1996 Structural Standards for Steel Antenna Towers and Antenna Supporting Structures.

