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Petition No. 544

Crown Atlantic Company, LLC

New Britain, Connecticut

Staff Report

February 11, 2002

On February 11, 2002, Connecticut Siting Council (Council) member Gerald J. Heffernan with Robert Mercier of Council staff met Crown Atlantic Company LLC (Crown) representatives Kenneth Baldwin, Robert Stanford, and Shane Newhart for an inspection of an existing 195-foot monopole owned and operated by Crown and located at 200 Stanley Street in New Britain, Connecticut.  Crown proposes to allow tower sharing for three wireless communications service providers; AT&T Wireless (AT&T), Northcoast Communications (Northcoast) and Verizon Wireless (Verizon) and is petitioning the Council for a declaratory ruling that no Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need (Certificate) is required for the tower share request.  

The petition was filed to address the Council’s concerns that the tower was built without a Certificate.  Crown filed for a City of New Britain (City) building permit in May of 2001.  A building permit was issued on June 8, 2001.  The Council denied a tower share request (TS-NORTHCOAST-089-011031) at the Council’s November 29, 2001 meeting since the City approved the tower after Judge Covello’s US District Court decision dated January 9, 2001.  

The tower is located on a commercial lot in an industrial zone.  Commercial properties abut the site to the north and south.  Route 9 is located west of the site.  Residential properties are located to the east.  A fenced, graveled compound measuring 50’ x 70 with one vacant equipment shelter exists at the site.  

AT&T proposes to install six panel antennas at the 195-foot level and install equipment cabinets at the base of the tower.  Northcoast proposes to install six panel antennas and three two-foot dishes at the 185-foot level and install a 10x20-foot equipment shelter at the base of the tower.  Verizon proposes to install 12 panel antennas at the 100-foot level and install radio equipment in the existing building at the base of the tower. 
The cumulative worst-case power density for the telecommunications operations at the site has been calculated to be 13.54% of the applicable standard for uncontrolled environments.

Crown contends that the proposed shared use of the existing tower and associated building compound would not cause a substantial adverse environmental effect. 

L:\siting\petition\544\SR021102.doc
L:\siting\petition\506\sr042601.doc


