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On October 3, 2001 VoiceStream Wireless (VoiceStream) proposed to change the access road to the site that was approved by the Connecticut Siting Council (Council) in Petition 493.  All other elements of the original application remain unchanged.  On October 11, 2001, Council member Gerald J. Heffernan and Christina Lepage of the Council staff met with VoiceStream representative Stephen J. Humes, and David A Weinpahl on Vale Road, Brookfield, Connecticut for inspection the proposed access road. The property and structure is owned by Connecticut Light and Power Co. (CL&P). 

The Council approved petition 493 on December 14, 2000.  The proposed project included the installation of six EMS dual-pol antennas on two platforms on a 17-foot 4-inch pipe mast extension to the height of 132-feet 4-inches.  This design requires a minimum of six feet above the CL&P shield wire and at least two feet in between the antennas.  Two equipment cabinets will be mounted on a 13’x12’ concrete slab in a 17’x16’ fenced compound at the base of the tower.  The equipment cabinets do not require any protective structures or air conditioning; therefore no audible noise will be created.  

The new proposed access road is 1,900 feet from Vale Road to the tower and within the existing CL&P right-of-way and along the former railroad right-of-way.  The access road that was proposed in Petition 493, was approximately 200 to 300 feet from Park Ridge Road (within the industrial park) to the transmission tower, can not be used due to unwillingness of the landowner.  The new access road, electric and telecommunications conduit would cross an intermittent watercourse.  The conduits would be installed on top of an underground drainage pipe within the waterway.  Analysis by a third party environmental services company determined that there should be no direct impact to the wetland or watercourses, but suggest installing silt fence on either side of the crossing for approximately 50 feet and protection of exposed soils with mulch hay until the work area is completed and stabilized.  VoiceStream has already installed silt fence and hay bales along the crossing of the waterway. 

VoiceStream contends that the changed access road would not result in a substantial environmental effect and is consistent with the previously approved petition.
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